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1. UNDERSTANDING THE POLITY OF A SOCIETY
Society is nothing but an organised group of people who live together and are connected with one another. It is not
exactly same as culture, which can be understood as the way of living of people living in a particular place or region.

➢ Prejudice: - It is a judgement on other people and is always negative in nature. Differences are created based
on looks, language, culture, religion, region, work etc.
➢ Inequality: - It means not having same opportunities as others. It comes when a person does not have the same
resources. Example: - Caste system, different wages for same work, General discrimination, Religion.
➢ Stereotype: - This happens when we fix people into one image. i.e of a country, religion, sex, economic
background.
➢ Differences in a society: - The unjust or prejudicial treatment of different categories of people, especially on
the grounds of race, age, or sex. Prejudice and Stereotype when combined together create discrimination.

➢ Diversity of India
The Indian society has always been pluralistic in that this land has been since time immemorial inhabited by
many jātīs or ethnic communities (there are over 4,700 jātīs according to the Anthropological Survey of India),
ethnic groups big and small, communities professing different religions and faiths, speaking different languages,
wearing different dresses, eating different foods, following different occupations, different social norms,
customs and practices. Add to this hundreds of paṅthas (sects) and thousands of professions and professional
groups such as potters, ironsmiths, weavers, farmers etc., each with its own norms and values, and the picture
confounds the sociologists and culture-thinkers alike. Yet, this diversity is not always celebrated because we feel
safe with people who talk, looks, think like us.
➢ Role of Indian Constitution and the idea of equality
Indian constitution provides the Idea of equality in polity by giving universal adult franchise to all the citizen of
India with the principle of one person and vote.
A person can only feel dignified when he experiences equality in his environment. Equality is ensured before the
law with no discrimination on the basis of religion, race, caste, place of birth sex etc.
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The constitution of India has abolished untouchability (Articles 17) and has given equal access to all public places
to every citizen of India.
➢ Difference between Living Wage and Minimum Wage
Living Wage
The wage which is high enough to maintain in a normal
standard of living and meet daily needs like food,
shelter, clothing, education, healthcare etc.
It is based on the decent standard of living of a society

Minimum Wage
It is the lowest wages per hour that a worker gets paid,
as per the law.
It is based on the type of work a person gets on daily
basis.

➢ Gender based inequalities
Gender inequality in India refers to health, education, economic and political inequalities between men
and women in India. Gender inequalities, and their social causes, impact India's sex ratio, women's health over
their lifetimes, their educational attainment, and economic conditions. Gender inequality in India is a
multifaceted issue that concerns men and women. Some argue that various gender equality indices place men at
a disadvantage. However, when India's population is examined as a whole, women are at a disadvantage in
several important ways.
Gender based inequality starts from the very childhood of boys and girls. This can be studies using following
table.
Dimension
School
Toys
Behaviour

Boys
Open Spaced
Cars, Action figures etc.
To be tough

Girls
Closed spaced to ensure safety
Dolls etc.
To speak softy

Boys and girls are send to different schools and give different toys and are tough different behaviours.
✓ Note: - Different toys are the first indication that they will have different futures.
➢ Ensuring Equality
To ensure equality it requires two-way approaches in individual’s efforts and government efforts.
• The individual efforts include showing respect for the work and for the co-worker.
• Making everyone to the part of the family decision.
• The government efforts to abide the constitution, prevent female feticide, promote education and
awareness and through government upliftment schemes.
The dignity and self-respect of each person and their community can only be realised if they have adequate
resources to support an a their family and they are not discriminated against it.
➢ Role of media in ensuring Equality
The three pillars of democracy are legislature, executive and judiciary, who operate independently on their own
domain but also for their democratic functioning, there is a new addition in the pillars of democracy i.e the mass
media. The reach of media through television, movies and internet has helped in promoting transparency and
accountability in other three pillars.
The media has the role of a balancer for which it needs to be independent from the government control.
If the media present a biased story, it has the power to influence thoughts, feelings, action and attention of the
masses.
Mass media can also produce inequality in the society by acting as an advertiser. By showing some brands to be
of rich it shows the clear distinction between a poor and a rich.

➢ Why do we need a government?
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When a large number of human beings live together, there is need for some rules and regulations because
human nature is such that matsya nyāya, ‘the big fish eats the small fish’, prevails, i.e., it is in the nature of things
that the strong will exploit the weak. So since early days, there is a realization in India that there has to be a
‘society’ governed by some commonly agreed rules and regulations. However, such a ‘society’ is only loosely
regulated — it is governed by customs and practices, not by laws. Therefore, some more rigorous organization is
needed, a system called ‘state’ in political thought, a political system with a legal sanction and foundation, a
system ruled by law.
“The basic function of a government is to make decision and to implement them”
✓ Note: - Equality and justice are key idea of democracy. There are two type of government. which are
Monarchy, Democracy.
❖ Types of governments and their differences
Monarchy
Democracy
A monarchy is a form of government in which a single
A Democracy is a system of government where the
person holds supreme authority in ruling a country,
citizens exercise power by voting. In a direct
also performing ceremonial duties and embodying the democracy, the citizens as a whole form a governing
country's national identity. Although some monarchs
body and vote directly on each issue. In
are elected, in most cases, the monarch's position is
a representative democracy the citizens elect
inherited and lasts until death or abdication.
representatives from among themselves. These
representatives meet to form a governing body, such
as a legislature.
He does not explain his decision or to defend them.
Government explains and defends its decision to the
people.
Dictatorship and Military rule do not great freedom to Rulers are elected by the people and people have the
their citizen. People cannot change their rulers.
freedom to express and organise themselves.

“Democracy has expanded throughout the 20th century. But it spread has been not even in all parts of the
world.”
❖ India as a democracy
India is the world’s largest democracy. India became a democratic nation post its independence in the year
1947. Thereafter, the citizens of India were given the right to vote and elect their leaders. In India, it gives its
citizens the right to vote irrespective of their caste, colour, creed, religion, and gender.
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India is a representative democracy, people do not participate directly, but choose their representatives.

2. DEMOCRACY AND ITS ASPECTS
“The word democracy has originated from a greek word “demokratia” in which demos means people and
Kratia mean rule.”
“Abraham Lincoln describe democracy as, “Democracy is government of the people, by the people, for the
people.”
➢ STORY OF CHILE

Socialist Party won Presidential
election in 1970

Made Salvador Allende
President of the Country

He reformed education sector,
provided free milk to children
and redistributed the land

These moves displeased foreign
companies, landlords, the rich
and the church

Supporters of Allende including
General Alberto Bachelet

Coupe organsied under General
Augusto Pinochet

A government elected by
people was overthrown by the
military through conspiracy and
violence

Army overthrew his
government on 11th
September, 1973

Referendum took place in
1988; Military dictatorship
ended political freedom
restored

Michelle Bachelete (daughter
of General Bachelete) became
President in 2006; 1st Women
to be a defence minister in
Latin America

➢ STORY OF POLAND
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Was ruled by Communist
Part - United Workers Party Supported and Controlled by
Soviet Union

14th August, 1980 - Strike by
Lenin Shipyard Workers;
They had no right to Strike

Former electrician Lech
Walsea joined the strike and
emerged as the leader

Martial law imposed by
Government of General
Jaruzelski in December 1981;
Freedoms taken away

21 Point Agreement Signed New Trade Union called
Solidarity was formed. It was
the first Independent trade
union in any Communist
State

Strike spread to the whole
city and demanded for
independent Trade Union
and release of political
prisioners

Another wave of Strike in
1988 by Solidarity;
Government of weak and
Soviet Union was uncertain

Agreement for free election
in April 1989; Poland's first
President elected in October
1990

➢ STORY OF IRAQ

Became Independent from
British in 1932

Military Coupe in 1968 and
brought Arab Socialist Ba'th
Party into power

In 1979, Saddam Hussein
became the party leader and
the dictator.

US invaded Iraq in 2003 and
installed interim government
of its preference

US and Allies alleged that Iraq
possessed secret weapons
(Nuclear Weapons); UN team
went for inspection found
nothing

He aboloshed Islamic laws
and gave women right to vote
and several freedoms

➢ STORY OF PAKISTAN
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General Pervez Musharaf
led a military coup in Oct
1999

He declared himself the
"Chief Executive of the
Country". Later changed in
to President.

2002 refrendum granted
him 5 years extension

Pakistan had election,
elected representatives
but cannot be called
democracy

Work of civil cabinet was
supervised by National
Security Council dominated by military
officers

In 2002, the Constitution
was amended by which a
President can dismiss
national and provincial
assemblies

➢ STORY OF CHINA

Elections are regularly held
after every 5 years for
electing country's parliament
called Quanguo Renmin
Daibiao Dahui

Nearly 3000 members
elected from all over China
and some members by army;
Then the Parliament elects
President

Goverment is always formed
by the Communist Party

Before contesting elections
candidate needs the approval
of Chinese communist party;
Only members of party can
contest elections

✓ Note: - It should be noted that popular government. can be undemocratic and popular leader can be
autocratic.
➢ Democracy aspects: o Democracy is the form of government in which the rulers are elected by the people. Almost every
government that hold the election is a democracy. (not all)
o In a democracy the final decision-making power must rest with those who are elected by the people.
o A democracy must be based on fare and free elections, where those currently in power have fair chance
of losing.
o In a democracy, each adult citizens must have one vote and each vote must have one value.
o A democratic government rule within limit set by institutional laws and citizen rights.
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o
o
o

A democratic government is a better government because it is more accountable form of government.
which improve the decision of quality making.
Democracy provides the method to deal with differences and conflicts and enhance the dignity of
citizens.
Democracy allows means to correct own mistakes. In democracy, there is no permanent winner or
looser.

3. POWER SHARING AND FEDERAL FORM OF GOVERNMENT
➢ Case study of Belgium Vs Sri Lanka
Belgium
The ethnic composition of this country is very
complex.
• 59% in Flemish region: - Dutch Language.
• 40% in Wallonia Region: - Speak French
• 1%: - Speak German.
In Capital Brussels
• 80% Speak French
• 20% speak Dutch

Sri Lanka
The ethnic composition of this country is very complex
• Sinhala speakers (Buddhist): - 74%
• Tamil speakers (Hindus and Muslims): - 26%

Facts: o The minority French speaking was relatively rich
and powerful.
o Dutch speaking people constituted a majority in
country but a minority in the capital.
Conclusion: - Belgium leaders recognised the existence
of regional differences and culture diversity.

Sri Lanka Independent – 1948
• Sinhala community sort to secure dominance over
government by virtue of their majority.
• Sinhala was recognised as the only official
Language.
• The government followed policies that favoured
Sinhala Applicants for Universities and
Government Jobs.
• Constitution stipulated that the state shall protect
and foster Buddhism.
Conclusion: - This strained relation between sinhalas
and the Tamil communities. Sri Lankan Tamils launched
parties and struggles for the recognition of Tamil as the
official language and for the regional autonomy and
equality of opportunity in education and Jobs.
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➢ Need for Power Sharing
I.

Conflict resolution: - Power sharing is good because it helps to reduce the possibility of conflicts between
social groups. Tyranny of the majority is not just oppressive for the minority; it often brings ruins to the
majority as well.
II.
Involvement of people: - Power sharing is the very spirit of democracy. A democratic rule involves sharing of
power with those affected by its exercise, and who have to live with its effects. A legitimate government. is
one where citizens, through participation acquire a stake in the system.
III.
Decentralised decision making: - For a long time it was believed that all power of the government must
reside in one person or a group of people located at one place. It was felt that if the power to decide is
dispersed it would not be possible to take quick decisions and to enforce them. This notion has changed with
the emergence of democracy. One basic principle of democracy is that people are the source of all political
power.
IV.
Institution of self – government: - In a democracy, people ruled themselves through institutions of selfgovernment. In a good democratic government, due respect is given to diverse groups and views that exist in
a society. Therefore, it follows that in a democracy political power should be distributed among as many
citizens as possible.
➢ Forms of Power Sharing
I.

Among different organs of the government (Horizontal Distribution)
o It is the division of power/ separation of power between legislature, executive and judiciary.
o It allows different organs of the government, placed at the same level, to exercise different powers.
o Such a separation ensures that no organ exercises unlimited power. Each organ checks the other. This
arrangement is called a system of checks and Balances.
II.
Among governments at different levels (Vertical Distribution)
o This is division of power between general government for the entire country and government at the
provisional or regional level.
o Such a general government for the entire country is usually called Federal Government. In India, we
called it Central or Union Government.
o In those countries like ours, where there are different levels of Government, constitution lays down
the powers of different levels of government. This is called Federal division of Power.
III.
Among different social Groups
o Power can be shared between different religious or linguistic groups.
o In some countries, there are constitutional and legal arrangements, where, by socially weaker
sections and women are represented in the legislature and administration.
IV.
Between Political Parties, Pressure groups and movements
o These are mostly influential on those in powers.
o In a democracy, the citizens have to choose among various contenders for power. Such competition
ensures that power does not remain in one hand. In the long run power is shared among different
political parties that represent different ideology and social groups.
o In a democracy, we find interest groups such as those of traders, businessman, industrialist, farmers
and industrial workers. They also will have a share in government power either through participation
in government committees or bringing influence on decision making process.
➢ What is Federalism?
Federalism is the system of government in which the power is divided between a central authority and various
constituent units of the country.
Usually a federation has two levels of government
I.
One is the government for the entire country that is usually responsible for few subjects of common national
interest.
II.
The others are government at the level of provinces or states that look after much of the day to day
administration of their states.
Under the Unitary system, either there is only one level of government or the states are subordinate to the
central government.
There are two types of federations
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I.
Indestructible Union of destructible states. Example: - India.
II.
Indestructible Union of Indestructible states. Examples: - USA.
Unionist government: - The central government can pass on orders to the provincial or the local government.
Federal Government: - In a federal system, the central government cannot order the state government to do
something. State government has the power of its own, for which it is not answerable to the central government.
Indian Constitution has divided the powers and responsibilities between the Union and the State governments in
Schedule VII. Some aspects of Schedule VII are: I.
Union List: - The Union list has 100 items in it. The Union Government or the Parliament of India has
exclusive power to legislate on matters relating to these items. This includes subjects of National
importance. Such as – Defence of the country, Foreign affairs, Banking, Communication and currency. They
are included in this because we need a uniform policy on these matters throughout the country.
II.
State List: - The State List is a list of 62 (Originally 66) items in the Schedule Seven to the Constitution of
India. The respective state governments have exclusive power to legislate on matters relating to these items.
This contains subjects of state and local importance such as Police, Trade and Commerce, Agriculture and
Irrigation.
III.
Concurrent List: - There are 52 (Originally 47) items currently in the list: This includes items which are under
joint domain of the Union as well as the respective States. This includes subjects of common interest to both
the Union government. as well as the state government. Such as: - Education, Forest, trade Unions,
Marriage, adoption and Succession.
Note: - This sharing of power between the Union government and the state government form one basic structure
of the constitution. The Parliament cannot on its own change this arrangement. Any change to it has to be first
passed by the both the houses of the Parliament with atleast 2/3rd majority. Then it has to be ratified by the
legislature of atleast half of the total states. In case of alterations in the division of powers the High Courts and the
Supreme Court make a decision.

➢ The key features of Federalism
o
o
o
o

There are two or more levels of government.
Different tiers of government govern the same citizens but each tier has its own jurisdiction, specific
matters of legislation, taxation and administration.
Jurisdictions of respective levels or tiers of our government are specified in the constitution. So, the
existence and authority of each tier of government is constitutionally guaranteed.
The fundamental provisions of the constitution cannot be unilaterally changed by one level of the
government, such changes require the consent of both the levels of government.
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o

Courts have the power to interpret the Constitution and the powers of different levels of the
government. The highest court acts as an Empire if dispute arise between different levels of the
government.
o Sources of revenue for each level of government are clearly specified to ensure its financial autonomy.
o The federal system thus has dual objectives.
▪ To safeguard and to promote unity of the country.
▪ To accommodate regional diversity.
➢ Crucial aspects of Federalism
I.
Governments at different levels should agree to some rules of power sharing.
II.
They should also trust that each would abide by its parts of the agreement.
➢ Types of Federal Countries
The exact balance between the centre and the state varies from one federation to another. This balance
depends mainly on the historical context in which the federation was formed.
There are two routes through which federations have been formed.
I.
Independent states coming together on their own to form a bigger state, so that by pulling sovereignty and
retaining identity they can their security. This type of federation is called “Coming Together Federation.”
Example: - USA, Switzerland and Australia
This type of federation constitutes state that have equal power and are formed strong vis-à-vis the federal
government.
II.
A large country decides to divide its power between constituent states and the national government. This
type of federation is called “Holding Together Federation”. Example: - India, Spain and Belgium. In this type
of federation the central government tends to be more powerful vis-à-vis the states.
Very often different constituent unit of the federation have unequal powers. Some units are also granted
special powers.
➢ India as a federal country
The constitution declares India as a “Union of States.” Although its does not use the word federation. The Indian
union is based on the principles of federalism.
The constitution originally provided for a two-tier system of government: - The union government and the state
government.
Later, a third tier of federalism was added in the form of Panchayats and municipalities.
Status of states in Indian Federalism: I.
All states in the Indian Union do not have identical powers. Some states enjoy special status. J&K has its own
constitution.
II.
Similar special provision exists for some other states of India as well.
III.
There are some units of Indian Union, which enjoy very little power. These are areas which are small and
independent territories but which could not merged with any of the existing states. These areas, like
Chandigarh or Lakshadweep called Union Territories. These union territories do not have the powers of a
state. The central government has special power in running these areas.
The constitutional provisions are the necessary for the success of federalism but these are not
sufficient. The real success of federalism in India can be attributed to the nature of democratic politics in our
country. In 1947, the boundaries of several old states of India were changed in order to create a new state. This was
done to ensure that people who spoke the same language live in the same state. Some states were created not only
on the basis of language but to recognize differences based on culture, ethnicity or geography. These include states
like Nagaland, Uttarakhand and Jharkhand.
The central government initially resisted linguistic states for some time, but experience has shown that the
formation of linguistic states has actually made the country more united. It has also made administration easier.
Language Policy: - Our constitution did not give the status of National Language to any one Language. Hindi was
identified as the official language, but Hindi is the mother tongue of about 40% of Indians only. Besides Hindi, there
are 21 other languages recognized as scheduled languages.
According to the constitution the use of English for purpose of official work was to be stopped in 1965.
However, many non – Hindi speaking states demanded that the use of English should be continued. In Tamil Nadu,
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this movement took a violent form. The central government responded by agreeing to continue use of English along
with Hindi for official purpose.
Promotion of Hindi continues to be the official policy of Government. of India. Promotion does not mean
that the central government can force Hindi on states where people speak a different language.

4. CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
➢ Difference between the state and the Government?
The state refers to a political institution that represents sovereign people who occupy a definite territory. The
government is one part of the state. Government is responsible for administering of enforcement of law. The
government can change with elections.
➢ Why does a country need a constitution?
Every country has different community and different issues and different beliefs. But there are some beliefs that
are fundamental to that society and which are agreed by all. These fundamental forms the basis of the
constitution.
The constitution is a set of rules and principles, which are derived from the aspirations of citizens. The
constitution can be democratic or non-democratic, republic or in monarchy.
The constitution has twin role in the polity of the nation.
• It provides power to the people to elect the leader of government.
• It prevents the misuse of power by providing some safeguards.
The constitution of India provides a sovereign, socialist secular, democratic and republic form of polity (values).
The constitution of India also provides fundamental rights which give following right to the citizen of India.
I.
Right to equality
II.
Right against freedom
III.
Right against exploitation
IV.
Freedom of Religion.
V.
Cultural and educational Right.
VI.
Constitutional remedies.
The fundamental right are there to protect the basic structure of the constitution and to protect the right of
citizen and from themselves as some emotional feelings might be against the society.
The constitution of India maintains diversity with the provisions like secularism in which, State does not promote
any one religion
Indian Constitution provides Fundamental rights (Conscious of the Indian Constitution), separation of power
(ensure balance of powers and act as a system of checks and balances), Parliamentary form of government
(direct role in electing their representatives and help to break traditional, class, caste hierarchy) and federalism
(existence of more than one level of government in the nation).
✓ Note: - Constitution of India does not provide with the federal government. Article 1 states that India is a
Union.
✓ Note: - All countries that have constitution are not necessarily democratic. But all countries that are
democratic will have a constitution, written or unwritten.
➢ Inspirations and concerns while making Indian Constitution
o
o
o
o

French Revolution (1789 – 1805): - Did not establish a secure and stable democracy in France but
inspired many struggles for democracy.
Britain: - Series of political events reduced the power of monarchy and feudal lords. The right to vote
was granted to more and more people.
USA, 1776: - British colonies in North America declared themselves independent and wrote a
Constitution in 1778, which provided right to vote to limited men.
Ghana: - Became independent in 1957 and was soon under Kwame Nkrumah, who declare himself
President for life. He was overthrown by military in 1966.
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o

Myanmar (Burma): - Gained Independence in 1948 and declared itself to be a democratic country.
Military coupe overthrew the government in 1962. Elections took place in 1990 for the first time, but
military refused to accept the leaders.
“Struggle for democracy often centred around political equality, freedom and justice.”
➢ Making of the Indian Constitutions
o

The constitution of India was adopted on 26th
November, 1949.
o It came into effect on 26th January, 1950.
o The Constitution of India was majorly influenced by: ▪ The laws and Act under the colonial rule.
▪ 1928 Motilal Nehru and other 8 leaders drafted
a constitution.
▪ 1931 Karachi session of INC which dealt on the
question that how independent India should
look like.
▪ Political institution of colonial rule and
provincial legislature experience of 1937-39.
▪ Government. of India Act 1935.
▪ British Parliamentary system
▪ French revolutionary idols.
▪ Bill of right in USA.
▪ Russian Socialist revolution.
➢ Can we Call Indian Constituent Assembly as a representative body?
Though the constituents assembly was indirectly elected by the provincial legislature and had no role of
universal adult franchise. Still it had many features and diversity which makes it a representative of the Indian
society.
There were people of different caste, languages, classes, religion, gender and culture in the constituent
assembly.
Even though the congress was in majority, much contradictory view existed between its members. There were
more than 2000 amendment in 114 days. Spread over the period of 3 years which shows intensity of debates
that took place inside the constituent Assembly. These debates are stored and show us not just views but
experiences of the members of the Constituent Assembly.
Constituent’s assembly represented people of India through best available option of election.
Note:- All documents presented and word spoken are preserved in 12 bulky volumes called constitution’s
assembly debate which are often used by supreme Court to interpreted the meaning of constitution.
➢ Some members of the Constituent Assembly
I.
Vallabh bhai Patel: a. Minister of Home, information and Broadcasting in the interim government.
b. Leader of Bardoli Peasant Satyagraha year 1928.
c. Played a decisive role in the integration of the Indian Princely states.
II.
Abdul Kalam Azad: a. He was a Congress Leader active in National Movement
b. He Opposed Muslim separate politics.
c. He was the education minister in the first union cabinet
III.
T.T Krishna Machara: a. He was the member of drafting Committee of the Constitution of India.
b. He was Finance Minister in the Union Cabinet.
IV.
Dr. Rajendra Prasad: a. He was the chairman of the constituent assembly.
b. He is known for his role in the Champaran Satyagarh.
c. He was the President of Congress 3 times.
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V.

VI.

VII.

VIII.

IX.

X.

XI.

XII.

XIII.

XIV.

d. He was the First President of India.
Jaipal Singh: a. He was the Captain of First National Hockey Team.
b. He was the Founder President of Adivasi Mahasabha
c. He was also the Founder of Jharkhand Party.
H.C Mukherjee: a. He was the Vice- Chairman of Constituent Assembly.
b. He was also member of all India Christian Council.
G. Durgabai Deshmukh: a. She was an advocate and Public activist for Women emancipation.
b. She was the Founder of Andhra Mahila Sabha.
c. She was also the Founder chairperson of central social Welfare Board.
Baldev Singh: a. He was the leader of Panthic Akali Party in the Punjab Assembly.
b. He was a nominee of congress in the constituent assembly.
c. He was the Defence Minister in the Union Cabinet.
C. Rajagopalachari: a. He was Minister in the Union Cabinet.
b. He was also the Founder of swan tar Party.
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: a. He was the chairman of the Drafting Committee of constitution of India.
b. He was a social revolutionary and agitator against caste division and caste based division’s
inequalities.
c. He was the Law Minister in the first Cabinet of Post-Independence India.
d. He was also the Founder of Republican Party of India.
Sham Prasad Mukherjee: a. He was Minister of Industry and supply in the Interim government.
b. He was an active member of Hindu Mahasabha.
c. He was also the Founder of Bhartiya Jansang.
Jawaharlal Nehru: a. He was the Prime Minister of Interim government and later the first P.M of India.
b. He advocated socialism, Democracy and Anti-imperialism.
c. He was also one of the founding members of non-alignment movement.
Sarojini Naidu: a. She was among the 4- most women leaders in the congress.
b. She took active participation in the “salt satyagraha” (civil Disobedience Movement).
Somnath Lehri: a. He was the leader of communist Party of India.

➢ Rule of Law: In ancient India they were innumerable and often overlapping local laws in which people were subjected to
punishment according to their caste or financial statement.
Britishers introduced rule of Law in India to put limitation on the arbitrary power of the state. In the colonial
period Indian legal profession began to emerge and demanded rights for Indians.
The rule of law was enacted as fundamental right in the post-independence in the Indian Constitution.
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5. THE PREAMBLE OF INDIA

➢ Source of the Constitution
According to the Preamble, the citizens of India are the source of the Indian Constitution. It is evident from the
wording “WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA”.
➢ Values given the Preamble of India
I.

Sovereignty: - Sovereignty is the full right and power of a governing body over itself, without any
interference from outside sources or bodies.
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II.

Socialist: - Socialism is a range of economic and social systems characterised by social ownership of
the means of production and workers' self-management, as well as the political theories and movements
associated with them.

III.

Secular: - It refers to separation of religion from the state. The nation can be divided into religion
fundamentalist like Vatican city, Saudi Arabia) and secular state.
The secular countries provide certain rights to their minorities against discrimination and forceful
conversions. It also provides with the right to exit from religion and freedom against religious teachings in
public schools.
The Indian Constitution while declaring a secular state has no interference policy with a strategic
intervention to prevent inter and intra religion, caste discrimination.
Secularism has two types: a) Positive (Indian Secularism): - Indian philosophy of secularism is related to “Sarva Dharma
Sambhava” (literally it means that destination of the paths followed by all religions is the same, though
the paths themselves may be different) which means equal respect to all religions. This concept,
embraced and promoted by personalities like Vivekananda and Mahatma Gandhi is called ‘Positive
secularism’ that reflects the dominant ethos of Indian culture. India does not have an official state
religion. However, different personal laws - on matters such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, alimony
varies with an individual's religion.
b) Negative (Western): - As per the western model of secularism, the “State” and the “religion” have their
own separate spheres and neither the state nor the religion shall intervene in each other’s affairs. Thus,
the western concept of secularism requires complete separation of religion and state.
Difference between Positive and Negative Secularism is
Positive Secularism
Negative Secularism
However, in India, neither in law nor in practice any
As per the western model of secularism, the “State”
'wall of separation' between religion and the State
and the “religion” have their own separate spheres
exists.
and neither the state nor the religion shall intervene in
In India, both state and religion can, and often do,
each other’s affairs.
interact and intervene in each other's affairs within the Thus, the western concept of secularism requires
legally prescribed and judicially settled parameters.
complete separation of religion and state.
In other words, Indian secularism does not require a
total banishment of religion from the State affairs.
In India, the state provides all religious minorities the
As per the western model, the state cannot give any
right to establish and maintain their own educational
financial support to educational institutions run by
institutions which may receive assistance from state.
religious communities.
On the other hand, in Indian secularism, state shall
interfere in religion so as to remove evils in it.
India has intervened by enforcing legislation against
the practices of sati or widow-burning, dowry, animal
and bird sacrifice, child marriage, and preventing Dalits
from entering temples.
In India, state has the policy of setting up Departments
of Religious Endowments, Wakf Boards, etc. It is also
involved in appointing Trustees of these boards.

In the western model, State does not intervene in the
affairs of religion till the time religion is working within
the limits of the law.

In western concept of secularism, religion is relegated
entirely to the private sphere and has no place in
public life whatsoever.
The western model prohibits any public policy to be
drafted on the basis of religion therefore; state is
absolutely distanced from the religious activities and
practices of its citizens.
IV.
Democracy: - Democracy is a system of government where the citizens exercise power by voting. In a direct
democracy, the citizens as a whole form a governing body and vote directly on each issue.
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V.

Republic: - A republic is a form of government in which the country is considered a “public matter”, not
the private concern or property of the rulers. The primary positions of power within a republic are not
inherited, but are attained through democracy. It is a form of government under which the head of state is
not a hereditary monarch.
➢ Philosophies given in Indian Preamble
I.

Justice: - The term Justice in the Preamble embraces three distinct forms: Social, economic and political,
secured through various provisions of the Fundamental and Directive Principles. Social justice in the
Preamble means that the Constitution wants to create a more equitable society based on equal social status.
Economic justice means equitable distribution of wealth among the individual members of the society so
that wealth is not concentrated in few hands. Political Justice means that all the citizens have equal right in
political participation. Indian Constitution provides for universal adult suffrage and equal value for each vote.
II.
Liberty: - Liberty implies absence of restraints or domination on the activities of an individual such as
freedom from slavery, serfdom, imprisonment, despotism etc. The Preamble provides for liberty of thought,
expression, belief, faith and worship.
III.
Equality: - Equality means absence of privileges or discrimination against any section of the society. The
Preamble provides for equality of status and opportunity to all the people of the country. The Constitution
strives to provide social, economic and political equality in the country.
IV.
Fraternity: - Fraternity means feeling of brotherhood. The Preamble seeks to promote fraternity among the
people assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the nation.
nd
➢ 42 Constitutional Amendment
In 1976, the Preamble was amended (only once till date) by the 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act. Three new
terms, Socialist, Secular, and Integrity were added to the Preamble. The Supreme Court held this amendment
valid.
➢ Importance of Preamble according to the Supreme Court of India
The Preamble was added to the Constitution after the rest of the Constitution was already enacted. The
Supreme Court in the Berubari Union case (1960) held that the Preamble is not a part of the Constitution.
However, it recognised that the Preamble could be used as a guiding principle if a term in any article of the
Constitution is ambiguous or has more than one meaning.
In Kesavananda Bharti case (1973), the Supreme Court overturned its earlier decision and held that the Preamble
is a part of the Constitution and can be amended under Article 368 of the Constitution. Again, in LIC of India
case, the Supreme Court held that the Preamble is a part of the Constitution.
Thus, the Preamble to the Constitution of free India remains a beautifully worded prologue. It contains the basic
ideals, objectives, and philosophical postulates the Constitution of India stands for. They provide justifications
for constitutional provisions.

6. EXECUTIVES
At different levels of governments, we find functionaries who take day to day decision but do not exercise
Supreme power on behalf of the people. All those functionaries are collectively known as executives.
There are two categories of executives in a democratic country.
I.
One that is elected by the people for a specific period is called a Political Executive. Political leaders who
take the big decisions fall in this category.
18
SCO 214, SECTOR – 36D, CHANDIGARH

WWW.KPSINSTITUTE.COM

PROPERTY OF KPS INSTITUTE CHANDIGARH. NO UNAUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTION ALLOWED.
II.

In the second category, people are appointed on a long-term basis. They are called the Permanent
Executive or Civil servants. Person working in civil services is called a civil servant. They remain in the
office even when the ruling party changes. These officers work under Political executives and assist them
to carry out day to day administration.
Why do the political executives have more power than non- political executive?
In a democracy the will of the people is supreme. The minister is elected by the people thus empowered to exercise
the will of the people on their behalf. That is why the ministers take all the final decisions. The minister decides the
overall framework and objectives in which decisions on policy should be made.
➢ The President of India

o

In our political system the head of the state exercises nominal powers. The President of India is like the queen of
Britain who functions as a ceremonial head.
o The President is not elected directly by the People. Elected Members of the Parliament(MPs) and elected
Members of State Assembly (MLA) elect him/her. Candidate standing for President’s post has to get majority of
votes to win the elections.
o The president can never claim the kind of direct popular mandate that the Prime Minister can.
o All International treaties and arguments are made in the name of the President.
o The President is the Supreme commander of the Defence forces of India.
o But President exercises all these powers only on the advice of these Council of Ministers. The President can ask
the council of ministers to recall its advice but if the same advice is given again then he/she is bound to act on it.
o Similarly, a Bill passed by the Parliament becomes the law only after the President gives assent to it. If the
President wants, he/she can delay the Bill for sometime or send the Bill back to the Parliament for
reconsideration but if the Parliament passes the bill again he/she has to sign on it.
o The most important thing a President can do is appoint the Prime Minister when no party or coalition gets the
majority in the Lok Sabha, the President exercises her discretionary powers in this case.
Things to remember
President of India
De Jure – Nominal Head
Head of the State
Prime Minister
De Facto – Real Head
Head of the Government
➢ Prime Minister and the Council of Ministers
o
o
o
o

Prime Minister is the most important institution in the country. Yet there is no direct election to the post of
the Prime Minister.
The President appoints the Prime Minister. But the President cannot appoint anyone he/she likes.
The President appoints the leader of majority or the coalition of the parties that commands a majority in the
Lok Sabha as Prime Minister.
In case no single party or alliance gets a majority. The president appoints the person more likely to secure a
majority secure.
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o

The Prime Minister does not have fixed tenure. He continues in power as long as he remains the leader of
majority party or coalition.
o After the appointment of Prime Minister, the President appoints other ministers on the advice of the Prime
Minister. The Prime Minister is free to choose ministers as long as they are members of the Parliament.
Sometimes a person who is not the Member of Parliament can also become a minister but such a person has
to become Member of the Parliament within 6 months of appointment as minister.
o Minister of state with independent charge are usually in charge of small ministries. They participate in the
cabinet meetings only when specially invited.
o Ministers of Sate are attached to some bigger ministry and are required to assist Cabinet ministers.
o No minister can openly criticise any decision of the government even if it is about another minister or
department. Every minister has a secretary who is a civil servant.
o The cabinet as a team is assisted by cabinet secretariat. This includes many senior civil servants who try to
coordinate working of different ministry.
➢ Powers of Prime Minister
The constitution does not say much about Prime Minister or the ministries or their relationship with each other.
But as the head of the government the Prime Minister has a wide ranging powers.
I.
He chairs the Cabinet meetings.
II.
He coordinates the working of different departments.
III.
His decisions are final in case of disagreement between two or more departments.
IV.
All ministers work under his leadership.
V.
The Prime Minister distributes and redistributes work to the ministers.
VI.
He also has the power to dismiss ministers.
VII.
When the Prime Minister quits, the entire Council of Ministers quits.
Note: - Resignation of Prime Minister results in resignation of the entire Council of Ministers but resignation by a
minister does not results in the resignation of others.

7. INDIAN PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM
➢ About Indian Parliament
The Parliament of India is the supreme legislative body of the Republic of India. It is a Bicameral
Legislature composed of the President of India and the two houses: the Rajya Sabha (Council of States) and
the Lok Sabha (House of the People).
The President in his role as head of legislature has full powers to summon and prorogue either house of
Parliament or to dissolve Lok Sabha. The president can exercise these powers only upon the advice of the Prime
Minister and his Union Council of Ministers.
The Parliament has a sanctioned strength of 545 in Lok Sabha including the 2 nominees from the AngloIndian Community by the President, and 245 in Rajya Sabha including the 12 nominees from the expertise of
different fields of science, culture, art and history.
The President of India is part of the Parliament although she is not a member of any house. That is why all laws
made in the houses come into force only after they receive the assent of the President.
➢ Granting Universal Adult Franchise: -
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Indian National Congress was formed in the year 1885 for demand and discussion on India’s future. The
government of India Act 1909 allowed some elected representation but did not go for universal adult franchise.
The universal adult franchise came with the enactment of the Indian Constitution in 1950 and was implemented
in the first Lok Sabha elections.
Grant of Universal Adult Franchise around the World
1893
New Zealand
1917
Russia
1918
Germany
1928
Britain
1931
Sri Lanka
1944
France
1945
Japan
1950
India
1965
USA
1994
South Africa
➢ Formation of Indian Parliament: India declared itself to be a representative democracy in which the elected were to have the trust of citizens.
➢ Importance of Indian Parliament: •
•
•

The parliament is the apex law making body in India.
It also controls the executive.
The National government is selected from the Parliament which is responsible to the lower house (the Lok
Sabha).
• The Parliament of India make laws with the demand of the situation and on the demand of general public.
The parliament can amend a law if it is unpopular among the citizens. (Media plays important role in this).
➢ The Lok Sabha
Lok Sabha (House of the People) or the lower house has 545 members. 543 members are directly elected by
citizens of India on the basis of universal adult franchise representing Parliamentary constituencies across the
country and 2 members are appointed by the President of India from the Anglo-Indian Community.
Every citizen of India who is over 18 years of age, irrespective of gender, caste, religion, or race and is
otherwise not disqualified, is eligible to vote for the Lok Sabha. The Constitution provides that the maximum
strength of the House be 552 members.
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It has a term of five years. To be eligible for membership in the Lok Sabha, a person must be a citizen of India
and must be 25 years of age or older, mentally sound, should not be bankrupt, and should not be criminally
convicted.
The total elective membership is distributed among the states in such a way that the ratio between the number
of seats allotted to each state and the population of the state is, so far as practicable, the same for all states.
➢ The Rajya Sabha
Rajya Sabha (Council of States) or the upper house is a permanent body not subject to dissolution. One third of
the members retire every second year, and are replaced by newly elected members. Each member is elected for
a term of six years. Its members are indirectly elected by members of legislative bodies of the states.
The Rajya Sabha can have a maximum of 250 members. It currently has a sanctioned strength of 245
members, of which 233 are elected from States and Union Territories and 12 are nominated by the President.
The number of members from a state depends on its population. The minimum age for a person to become
a member of Rajya Sabha is 30 years.

➢ Need of the Parliament
In all democracies, an assembly of elected representative exercise Supreme political authority on behalf of the
people. In India, this supreme Political Authority is called Parliament at Union Level, and Legislative Assembly in
States.
Parliament exercises Political Authority on behalf of the people in many ways: I.
Parliament is the final authority for making laws in any country.
II.
Parliament all over the world exercises some control over those who run the government. Those who run
the government can take decisions only as long as they enjoy the support of the Parliament.
III.
Parliaments control all the money that the government has. In most countries, the public money can be
spent only when the parliament sanctions it.
IV.
Parliament acts as the highest forum of Discussion and debate on public issues and national policies.
V.
Parliament can seek inform about any matter of national importance or any happening within the country or
any report on citizens of India around the world.
➢ Some facts about law making process in India
I.

Deadlock: - Any ordinary law needs to be passed by both houses. But if there is difference between 2 houses
the final decision is taken in a joint session called by the President of India after a deadlock, in which
member of both the houses sit together to vote. The joint session is presided by the speaker of Lok Sabha.
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II.

III.

Money Matters: - Lok Sabha exercise more power in money matters. Once the Lok Sabha passes the budget
of the government or any other money related Bill, Rajya Sabha cannot reject it. The Rajya Sabha can only
delay it by 14 days or suggest changes in it. The Lok Sabha may or may not accept these changes.
Control over the Executives: - Most importantly, the Lok Sabha controls the Council of Ministers. Only a
person who enjoys the support of the majority in the Lok Sabha is appointed as the Prime Minister. If the
majority of the Lok Sabha members say that they have no confidence in the council of ministers, all ministers
including Prime Minister, have to quit. The Rajya Sabha does not have this power.

Note: - Rejection of a money Bill is considered as the defeat of the government but it does not automatically leads
to resignation of the Council of Minister or dissolution of the government.

8. ELECTIONS IN INDIA
➢ Why to Vote?
In an election, the voters make many choices: o They can choose who will make laws for them.
o They can choose who will form the government and take major decisions.
o They can choose the party whose policies will guide the government and law making.
✓ Note: - All democratic countries hold elections. But most non- democratic countries also hold some kind of
elections.
➢ Conditions for a democratic election
o
o
o
o
o

Everyone should be able to choose: - This means that everyone should have one vote and every vote should
have equal value.
Options of parties and candidates: - There should be something to choose from. Parties and candidates
contesting elections should offer some real choice to the voters
Fixed Interval of elections: - The choice should be offered at regular interval. Elections must be held
regularly after every few years.
Choice of the people should prevail: - The candidate preferred by the people should get elected.
Elections should be free of any bias: - Elections should be conducted in a free and fair manner where people
can choose as they really wish.

➢ Merits and demerits of Politic and Competitions: 23
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I.
II.
III.

An electoral competition has many demerits. It creates a sense of disunity and factionalism in every locality.
Different political parties and leaders often level allegations against one another.
Parties and candidates often use dirty tricks to win elections. Somewhat people who may wish to serve
country do not enter in this arena because of this.
Merits
I.
Still this system works better in the long run. In an ideal work all political leaders know what in good for
people and are motivated only by the desire of serving them. Political competition is not necessary in such
an ideal world. But this is not what happens in real life. Political leaders all over the world, like all other
professionals are motivated by a desire to advance their political careers. The Best way to deal with this real
life situation is to set up a system, where political leaders are rewarded for serving the people and punished
for not doing so. This authority should be with the citizens of that nation (People).
➢ Elections in India
Lok Sabha and State Legislature (SLA) elections are held regularly after every 5 years. After 5 years the term of all
elected representatives comes to an end. The Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha (State Legislature) stand dissolved.
Elections are held in all the Constituencies at the same time, either on the same day or within the few days. This
is called General elections.
In our country we follow an Area based system of representation. The country is divided into different areas for
the purpose of elections. These areas are called electoral constituencies and voters who live in that area elect
one representative to ensure that every vote should have equal value, our constitution require that each
constituency should have roughly equal population living within it.
Similar system is followed in each state for state Assembly Elections.
It is not important that district boundaries are also constituency Boundaries, it can be less or more.
✓ Note: - The General elections constituency are always larger than State assembly Constituencies.
➢ Reservation in Constituencies
Our constitution entitles every citizen to elect her/his representative and to be elected as a representative.
To ensure political equality, our constitution makers also thought of a special system of reserving constituencies
for the weaker sections.
Some constituencies are reserved for people who belong to SC/ST’s . In a SC reserve constitution only someone
who belongs to the schedule caste can stand in the elections.
Currently, in the Lok Sabha, 84 seats are reserved for the SCs and 47 for STs this no. is in proportion to their
share in their total population.
➢ Voter’s List
In a democratic election, the list of those who are eligible to vote is prepared much before the election and given
to everyone. This list is officially called the Electoral Roll and is commonly known as Voters List.
The principle of Universal Adult Franchise is followed, which in practice means that everyone should have
one Vote and each vote should have equal value. No one should be denied the right to vote without a good
reason.
In our country, all the citizens aged 18 years and above can vote in elections. Some criminals and people with
disturbed mind can be denied their right to vote, but only in rare situations. It is the responsibility of the
government to get the names of all the eligible voters on the voters list.
Anyone who can be a voter can also become a candidate in elections. The only difference is that in order to
be a candidate the minimum age is 25 years (for Lok Sabha and State Assembly) while it is only 18 years for being
a voter.
A new system of declaration has been introduced in the direction from the Supreme Court.
Every candidate has to make a legal declaration giving full details of
I.
Serious criminal cases pending against the candidate.
II.
Details of the asset and liabilities of the candidate and his/her family.
III.
Education qualification of the candidate.
✓ Note: - This information has to be made Public.
➢ Election Campaigns
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The main purpose of elections is to give people a chance to choose represent government and the policies they
prefer. Therefore, it is necessary to have a free and open discussion about who is a better representative.
In our Country such campaigns take place for a 2-week period between the announcement of candidates and the
date of polling.
According to our election law, no party or candidate can: I.
Bribe and threaten voters.
II.
Appeal to them in the name of caste and religion.
III.
Use government resources for elections campaign.
IV.
Spend more than the spending limit defined.
If they do so their candidature can be rejected by court even after they have been declared elected.
In addition to the laws all the political parties in our country have agreed to a “Model code of conduct” for
elections campaigns. According to this, no party or candidate can: I.
Use any place of worship for election propaganda.
II.
Use government vehicles, aircraft and offices for elections.
III.
Once elections are announced, ministries shall not lay foundation of any new project, take any policy
decisions or make any promises of providing public facilities.
➢ Independent Election Commission
One simple way of checking whether elections are fair or not is by seeing who conducts the elections. In our
country elections are conducted by an independent and very powerful election commission. The election
commission enjoys the same kind of independence that the judiciary of India enjoys.
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) is appointed by the President of India. But once appointed CEC is not
answerable to the President or the government. One of the major functions of Election Commission of India is to
implement the model code of conduct and punish any candidate or party that violates it.
When on elections duty, government officers work under the direct control of elections commission and not
the government of the day.

9. INDIAN JUDICIARY

The Indian judiciary system has twin role – dispute solution and judicial review. The Indian constitution has
established an independent, integrated and hierarchy of courts in India.
The constitution of India provides courts with independence, so that they are not under the government or act
on their behalf. The most important function of India judiciary (Supreme Court) is to act as a guardian of the
fundamental rights and the constitution provided to the citizen of India.
By integrated judiciary we mean that the decision made by the higher courts is binding on the lower courts. The
Supreme Court of India is heated by chief Justice of India.
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➢ About Indian Judiciary
o
o
o
o

o
o

o

The Indian Judiciary consists of Supreme Court for the entire nation, high courts in the states, District courts
at the local level.
India has an independent and integrated judiciary. It means the Supreme Court controls the judiciary in the
Country. Its decisions are binding on all the courts of the country except itself.
The judges do not act on the direction of the government or according to the wish of the party in power.
The judges of the Supreme Court and high courts are appointed by the President on the advice of Prime
Minister and in consultations with the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. In practice, it means that the
senior judges of the Supreme Court and high court select the new judges for the Supreme Court and High
Court.
A judge can be removed only by an removal motion separately passed by 2/3rd members of the two houses
of the parliament in the same session.
The Supreme Court and the High court have the power to interpret the constitution of the country. They can
declare laws of the legislature or the actions of the executives invalid, if they find such a law or action is
against the constitution.
The Supreme Court of India has also ruled that the basic structure of the constitution cannot be changed by
the parliament.

➢ The Supreme Court of India
o
o
o
o

The Supreme Court of India is the highest judicial court and the final court of appeal under the Constitution
of India, the highest constitutional court, with the power of judicial review.
Consisting of the Chief Justice of India and a maximum of 31 judges, it has extensive powers in the form
of original, appellate and advisory jurisdictions.
As an advisory court, it hears matters which may specifically be referred to it under
the constitution by President of India.
The Supreme Court can take up an any dispute between: -

I.
Citizens of the country.
II.
Between citizens and the government.
III.
Between two or more state governments.
IV.
Between government at the union and state level.
o Supreme Court is the highest court of appeal in civil and crime cases. It can hear appeals against the
decisions of high court.
❖ Article 141: - Provides that decisions made by the Supreme Court are binding on all courts except itself.
There are total 24 courts in India, which act as the highest judicial body of the state (each one for its own state).
The high courts were first established in 1862 in Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. The High court of Delhi came up
in 1966.
Right to justice is provided to all the citizens of India which are further enhance by the concept of Public Interest
Litigation (PIL). PIL be can be filed in a High Court and the Supreme Court. PIL is a mechanism devised by the
Supreme Court, 1980. Even a letter addressed to high Court or Supreme court can be treated as a PIL.
The Justice system can be divided into civil and criminal. Criminal law applies to conduct or an act committed
against the Society. The civil Law is applied when harm or injury is done to the rights of an individual.
❖ The Constitution provide to the people justice through
o Article 22: - Protection against arrest and detention in certain cases.
▪ It states that every citizen has right to by defended by a lawyer.
▪ Right to be Informed of the ground of arrest.
▪ To be produced in front of magistrate within 24 hours of arrest, excluding travel time.
▪ Right not be vouchered
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▪ Confession in Police custody cannot be used as evidence
▪ A boy under 15 and women cannot be called to the police station only for questioning
o Article 39A: - It states that, it is the duty of the state to provide a lawyer for a person who is unable to
engage one due to poverty or other disability.
✓ Note: - The police works under the law of the land, guideline by the Supreme Court and by respecting human
right, detention and interrogation conventions signed by India. The SC has laid down guidelines that the police
has to follow during investigation of a case which are called DK Basu guidelines.

10. PANCHAYATI RAJ INSTITUTION

➢ About Panchayati Raj Institution: Panchayati Raj is the basic unit of administration in a system of governance. The Constitutional (73rd
Amendment) Act 1992 came into force in India on 24 April 1993 to provide constitutional status to the
Panchayati Raj institutions. This act was extended to the Panchayats in the tribal areas of eight states, namely
Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and Rajasthan from 24
December 1996. Currently, the Panchayati Raj system exists in all the states of India except Nagaland,
Meghalaya, Mizoram and in all Union Territories except Delhi.
Mahatma Gandhi advocated the Panchayati Raj, a decentralised form of the Government where each village is
responsible for its own affairs. The term for such a vision was Gram Swaraj.
It has three levels: Gram Panchayat (village level), Mandal Parishad or the Block Samiti or Panchayat Samiti
(block level) and Zilla Parishad (district level).
➢ How does this system of governance work?
In Panchayat Raj, Villages are divided into wards where residence of each ward elect a ward member (Panch).
➢ About Gram Sabha
Gram Sabha is a meeting of all adults who live in area covered by Panchayat. Everyone who is 18 years of age
and has the right to vote (Electoral Roll). Gram Sabha is the key factor in making the gram panchayat, play its
role and for make it responsible for it.
➢ Gram Secretary
Gram Panchayat has a secretary who is also secretary of Gram Sabha. He is nominated by the Government. He is
responsible for calling Gram Sabha meeting and for keeping gram Panchayat records.
➢ Structure of the Panchayati Raj Institution
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I.

Block level panchayat/ Panchayat Samiti: - A Panchayat Samiti (block panchayat) is a local government
body at the tehsil level. This body works for the villages of the tehsil that together are called a
"development block". The Panchayat Samiti is the link between the Gram Panchayat and the district
administration.
Membership in the block panchayat is mostly ex-official; it is composed of: all of the Sarpanchas (gram
panchayat chairmen) in the Panchayat Samiti area, the MPs and MLAs of the area, the sub-district officer
(SDO) of the subdivision, co-opt members (representatives of the SC/ST and women), associate
members (a farmer from the area, a representative of the cooperative societies and one from marketing
services), and some elected members.
Function: • Implementation of schemes for the development of agriculture and infrastructure
• Establishment of primary health centres and primary schools
• Supply of drinking water, drainage and construction/repair of roads
• Development of a cottage and small-scale industries, and the opening of cooperative societies
• Establishment of youth organisations
II.
Zila Parishad: - The governing of the advance system at the district level in Panchayat Raj is also
popularly known as Zila Parishad. The chief of administration is an officer of the IAS cadre. and chief
officer of the Panchayat raj for the district level.
Composition: • The membership varies from 40 to 60 and usually comprises:
• Deputy Commissioner of the District
• Presidents of all Panchayat Samitis in the district
• Heads of all Government Departments in the district
• Members of Parliament and Members of Legislative Assemblies in the district
• A representative of each cooperative society
• Some women and Scheduled Caste members, if not adequately represented
• Co-opted members having extraordinary experience and achievements in public service.
Functions
• Provide essential services and facilities to the rural population
• Supply improved seeds to farmers and inform them of new farming techniques
• Set up and run schools and libraries in rural areas
• Start primary health centres and hospitals in villages; start vaccination drives against epidemics
• Execute plans for the development of the scheduled castes and tribes; run ashram shalas for Adivasi
children; set up free hostels for them.
• Encourage entrepreneurs to start small-scale industries and implement rural employment schemes.
• Construct bridges, roads and other public facilities and their maintenance
• Provide employment.
• Works on Sanitation related issues
➢ Main source of Funds of Panchayati Raj Institutions
o Local body grants, as recommended by the Central Finance Commission
o Funds for implementation of centrally sponsored scheme
o Funds released by the state governments on the recommendations of the State Finance Commissions
➢ Mains tasks of Panchayati Institutions
o
o

Implementation schemes for the development of agriculture
Establishment of primary health centres and primary schools
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o
o
o

Supply of drinking water, drainage and construction/repair of roads
Development of cottage and small-scale industries, and
The opening of cooperative societies Establishment of youth organisations.

11. DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

➢ What are Rights?
o
o

Rights are claims of a person over other fellow beings, over the society and over the government.
We expect others to behave in such a way that does not harm us or hurt us. Equally, our actions should also
not harm or hurt others. So, our rights are possible when you make a claim that is equally possible for
others. The claim we make should be reasonable. They should be such that they can be made available to
others in equal measures.
o Thus, a right comes with an obligation to respect other’s rights. Just because we claim something it does not
become our right. It has to be recognised by the society we live in. Rights acquired meanings only in society.
Every society makes certain rules to regulate our conduct.
o When the socially recognised claims are written in law they acquire real force. Otherwise they remain
merely as natural or moral rights. When fellow citizens or the government does not respect these rights, we
call it violation of our rights. In such circumstance enforcement is needed.
➢ Types of Rights
I.

Fundamental Rights: - These are the rights that are derived from the Part-III of the Indian constitution. They
are basic to our lives and provide us a dignified life.
II.
Constitutional Rights: - These are the rights that are derived from the constitution of India apart from the
Part-III of the Constitution.
III.
Statutory Rights: - These are the rights that are derived from the Acts passed by the Parliament of India and
the State Legislative Assemblies.
IV.
Legal Rights: - These are the rights that are granted through interpretation of the constitution by the
Supreme Court of India or the High Courts.
➢ Why do we need rights in a democracy?
o

For every democratic election to take place it is necessary that citizen have the right to vote, to have their
opinions put in public, form political parties and take part in political activities.
o Rights protect minorities from the oppression of majority.
o In most democracies, the basic rights of the citizens are written down in the constitution.
➢ Rights in the Indian Constitutions
Our constitution provides Six fundamental rights
I.
Right to Equality: - The constitution says that the government shall not deny to any person in India equality
before law and equal protection of law. It means that laws should apply in same manner to all regardless of a
person’s status. This is called Rule of Law. Rule of law Is the foundation of any democracy. It means that no
person is above the Law. There cannot be any distinction between political leaders, government officials and any
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ordinary citizens. The government shall not discriminate against any citizen on grounds only of religion, race,
caste, sex or place of birth. The same principle applies to public jobs. All citizens have equality of opportunity in
matters relating to employment or appointment to any position in the government.
For equality does not mean giving everyone same treatment, no matters what they need. Equality
means giving everyone an equal opportunity to achieve whatever one is capable of. The principle of Nondiscrimination extends to social life as well. The constitution mentions one extreme form of social discrimination,
the practice of untouchability and clearly directs the government to put an end to it.
II.
Right To Freedom: - Freedom means absence of constrains. In practical life it means absence of interference in
our affairs by others or the government. So, under the Indian constitution all citizens have the right to: a. Freedom of speech and expression.
b. Assembly in a peaceful manner.
c. Form associations and Unions.
d. Move freely throughout the country.
e. Reside in any part of the country.
f. Practice any profession and to carry out any occupation trade or any business.
Note: - Reasonable restrictions apply on above mentioned freedoms.
III.

IV.

V.

VI.

Right Against Exploitation: - Once the right to liberty is granted it follows that every citizen has right of not to be
exploited. The constitution mentions three specific evils and declares them illegal. First, the constitution
prohibits trafficking in human beings. Traffic here means selling and buying of human beings usually women, for
immoral purpose. Our constitution also prohibits forced labour or Beggar in any form. Beggar is a practice where
the worker is forced to render service to the master free of charge or at a nominal fee. When this practice takes
place on a lifelong basis, it is called the ‘Practice of Bonded Labour’. The constitution also prohibits child labour.
No one can employ a child below the age 14 to work in any factory or mine or in any other hazardous work, such
as railways and courts.
Right to Freedom of Religion: - Secularism is based on the idea that the state is concerned only with the relation
among human beings and not with the relation between human beings and God. Indian secularism practices an
attitude of a principled and equal distance from all religion. The state has to be neutral and impartial in dealing
with all religions. Every person has a right to profess, practice and propagate their religion, he/she believes in.
A right to propagate once religion however does not mean that a person has a right to compel
another person to convert into his religion by a means of force, fraud, inducement. Religious practices which
treat women inferior or those that infringe women’s freedom are not allowed.
The government cannot compel any person to pay any taxes for the promotion or maintenance of
any particular religion or particular religion institution. There shall be no religious instructions in the government
institutions.
Cultural and Educational Rights: - It is the language, cultural and religion of minorities that needs special
protection otherwise, they may get neglected or undermined under the impact of the language, religion and
cultural of the majority. Any sections of citizens with a distinct language or culture have a right to conserve it.
Admission to any educational institute maintained by government or receiving government aid
cannot be denied to any citizen on the ground of religion or language. All minorities have the right to establish
and administer educational institution of their choice.
Note: - Here minority does not mean only religious minority at the National level but covers regional levels as
well.
Right to Constitutional Remedies: - The Fundamental rights in the constitution are important because they are
enforceable. We have a right to seek the enforcement of above-mentioned rights. This is called the right to
constitutional Remedy. This itself is a Fundamental Right. That is why Dr. Ambedkar called the Right to
constitution remedy “the Heart and Soul of constitution.” Fundamental Rights are guaranteed against the action
of legislature, executives and any other authorities instituted by the government. Courts also enforce the
Fundamental Rights against private individuals and bodies. The Supreme Court and High Courts have the power
to issue directions, orders or writs for the enforcement of fundamental rights.
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12. APSECTS OF POLITICS

➢ Origin of social Difference
Most social differences are based on the accident of birth. Normally we don’t choose to belong to our
community. We belong to it simply because ‘we were born into it’. But all kinds of social differences are not
based on the accident of birth. Some of the differences are based on our choices. For example: - Some are
atheists (who don’t believe in God).
Any social difference does not lead to social division. Social differences divide similar people from one another,
but they also unite very different people. People belonging to different social groups share differences and
similarity cutting across the boundaries of their groups. It is fairly common to people belonging to same religion
to feel that they do not belong to same community, because their caste or sect is very different.
If social differences crosscut one another, it is difficult to pit one group of people against the other. It means
that groups that share a common interest on one issue are likely to be on different sides on different issues.
Overlapping social differences create possibility of deep social divisions and tensions. Cross cutting social
differences are easier to accommodate. Social divisions of one kind or another exist in most countries. It does
not matter whether the country is small or big. Migrants bring with them their own culture and tend to form a
different social community. In this sense most countries of the world are multicultural.
➢ Politics and Social divisions
At first site, it would appear that the combination of politics and social division is very dangerous and explosive.
Democracy involves competition among various political parties. Their competition tends to divide any society. If
they start competition in terms of existing social divisions, it can transform social divisions into political divisions
and lead to conflict, violence or even production of friction in a country.
At the same time, every expression of social division in politics does not lead to such disaster. In a
democracy, it is only natural that political parties would talk about these divisions, make different promises to
different communities, look after various communities and make policies to redress the grievances of the
disadvantaged communities.
Social divisions affect voting in most countries. People from one community tend to prefer some party more
than others. In many countries there are parties that focus only on one community. Yet all this does not lead to
disintegration of the country.
➢ Three Determinates For Deciding the Outcomes of Politics of Social Divisions
I.

II.

How People perceive their identities: - If people see their identities in singular and exclusive terms, it becomes
very difficult to accommodate. It is much easier to accommodate if the people see that their identities are
multiple and complimentary with the national identity.
How political leaders deal with identities: - It depends upon how political leaders raise the demand of any
community. It is easier to accommodate the demands that are within the constitutional framework and are not
on the cost of another community.
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III.

How the government reacts to demands of different groups: - If the rulers are willing to share power and
accommodate the reasonable demand of minority community, social divisions becomes less threatening for the
country. But if they try to suppress such demands in the name of national unity the end result is often quite
opposite.
In a democracy, political expression of social divisions is very normal and can be healthy. This allows various
disadvantaged and marginal groups to express their grievances to the government. Expression of various kinds of
social divisions in politics often result in their cancellation with one another, and thus reducing their intensity. This
leads to strengthening of democracy.
Sometimes social difference can take the form of unacceptable level of social inequality and injustice. The
struggle against such inequalities sometimes takes the path of violence and defiance of state power.
➢ Sexual division of Labour
A system in which all work inside the home is either done by the women of the family or organised by them
through the domestic help. Gender division is the form of hierarchical social division seen everywhere but is
rarely recognised. The gender division tends to be understood as natural and unchangeable. However, it is not
based on biology but on social expectations and stereo types.
It is not that men cannot do household work, they simply think that it is for women to attend to these things.
When these jobs are paid, men are ready to take up these jobs.
In fact, the majority of women do some sort of paid work in addition to domestic labour. But their
work is not valued and does not get recognition. The result of this division of labour is that although women
constitute half of the humanity, their role in public life, especially in politics is minimal in most societies.
Earlier, only men were allowed to participate in Public affairs, Vote, contest for public offices.
Gradually the gender issue surfaced in different parts of the world and activist groups organised and agitated for
equal rights. More radical women movements were launched aiming for equality in personal and family life as
well. These movements are called Feminist Movement.
Our is still a male dominated patriarchal society. Women face discrimination and oppression in
various ways: I.
The literacy rate among women is only 54% compared with 76% among men. Similarly, a smaller
proportion of women go for higher studies.
II.
No wonder the proportion of women among highly paid value jobs is still very small. On an average an
Indian woman works one hour more than an average man, per day.
III.
The Equal Remuneration Act 1976 provides that equal wages should be paid for equal work. However, in
almost all areas of work from sports and cinema to factories and fields women are paid less than men
even when both do exactly the same work.
IV.
In many parts of India, parents prefer to have son and find ways to a have the girl child aborted before
she is born.
V.
Urban areas have become particularly unsafe for women. They are not safe even if they are within their
own house as domestic violence remains a major problem of the society.
➢ Women’s Political Representation
In India, the proportion of women in legislature has been very low. India is among the bottom group of nations
in the world in terms of women political representation. India is behind the average of several developing
countries of Africa and Latin America.
In the government, the Cabinet is largely of all males, even when a woman becomes the chief Minister or the
Prime Minister. One way to solve this problem is to make it legally binding to have a fair proportion of women in
the elected bodies. This is what the Panchayati Raj has done in India. One – third of the seats in local
government bodies are now reserved for women.
➢ Religion and Politics
Unlike gender different, the religious differences are often expressed in the field of politics. Gandhiji used to
say that “Religion can never be separated from Politics.” What he meant by religion was not any particular
religion like Hinduism or Islam, but moral values that inform all religions. He believed that politics must be
guided by ethics drawn from religion.
Human Rights groups in our Country have argued that most of the victims of communal riots in our country
are people from minority community. Women movements has argued that family laws of all religions
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discriminate against women. So, they have demanded that government should change these laws to make them
more evitable.
Ideas, ideals and values drawn from different religions can and perhaps should play a role in politics. Those
who hold political power should sometimes be able to regulate the practice of religion so as to prevent
discrimination and oppression. These political acts are not wrong as long as they treat every religion equally.
➢ Communalism

Communal politics is based on the idea that religion is the principle base of social community. In this type of
politics followers of one religion are pitted against another. The belief is that the followers of a particular religion
must belong to one community. Any difference that they may have is irrelevant, trivial for community life. It also
follows that people who follow different religions cannot belong to same community. If the followers of different
religions have some commonalities, they are superficial and immaterial.
Communalism can take various forms in politics: I.
These routinely involve religious prejudice and stereotypes of communities and belief in the superiority
of ones own religion over other religions.
II.
A communal mind often leads to thought of political dominance of ones own religious community. For
those belonging to majority community, this takes the form of majoritarian dominance.
III.
Political mobilisation on religious lines is another frequent form of communalism. This involves the use
of separate symbols, religious leaders, emotional appeals and claims in order to bring the followers of
one religion together in the political arena.
➢ Caste and Politics
Unlike gender and religion, caste division is special to India. All societies have social and equalities and some
form of division of labour. In most societies, occupations are passed on from one generation to another. Caste
system is extreme form of this.
What makes Caste system different from other societies is that in this system hereditary occupational division
was sanctioned by rituals. Members of the same caste group were supposed to form a social community that
practice the same or similar occupation married within the caste group and did not eat with the members of the
other caste groups.
Caste system was based on exclusion of or discrimination against outcasted groups. The constitution of India
prohibited any caste-based discrimination and laid the foundation of policies to reverse the derogatory practices
of the caste system. Yet caste has not disappeared from contemporary India. Some of the older aspects of caste
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have persisted. Even now most people marry within their own caste or tribe. Untouchability has not ended
completely despite constitutional prohibition (Article-17).
Caste in Politics
As in the case of communalism, caste system is rooted in the belief that caste is the sole basis of a social
community. According to this, people belonging to the same caste belong to a natural social community having
same interests, which they do not share with anyone from another caste. Such thinking is ill founded.
Caste can take various forms in politics: I.
When parties choose candidates in election, they keep in mind the caste composition of electorate and
nominate candidates from different castes so as to muster necessary support to win the elections.
II.
Political parties and candidates in elections make appeal to caste sentiments to muster support.
Universal Adult Franchise and the Principal of One Person One Vote compels the Political leaders to gear up to the
task of mobilizing and securing political support.
But the politics is not all about CASTE. This can be seen from following points: I.
No parliamentary constituency in the country has the clear majority of one single caste. So, every candidate
or party needs to win the confidence of more than one caste and community to win the elections.
II.
No party wins the votes of all the voters of a caste or a community. When people say that a caste is a vote
bank of one party, it usually means that a large proportion of the voters from that caste vote for that party.
III.
Many political parties may put up candidates from the same caste. Some voters may have more than one
candidate from their caste while many may not have any candidate from their caste at all.
IV.
The ruling party or sitting MP or MLA frequently lose elections in our country, that could not have happened
if all castes or communities were frozen in their political preferences.
V.
People within the same caste or community have different interest depending on their economic conditions.
Politics in Caste
Politics too influences the caste system and caste identities by bringing them into the political arena. Each caste
group tries to become bigger by incorporating within it neighbouring castes or sub castes which were earlier
exclude from it. Various caste groups are required to enter into a coalition with other castes or communities and
thus enter into a dialogue or negotiation. New kind of caste groups have come up in the political arena like
backward or forward caste groups.
➢ Popular Struggles and Movements
Democracy evolves through popular struggle. It is possible that some significant decisions may take place and
may not involve any conflict at all. But this would be an exception. Defining movements of democracy usually
involve conflict between those groups who have exercised power and those who aspire for a share in power.
These movements come when country is going through transition to democracy, expansion of democracy or
depending of democracy.
Democratic conflict is resolved through mass mobilization, sometimes it is possible that conflict is resolved
through existing institutions like Parliament and Judiciary. But when these institutions themselves are involved,
the dispute resolution has to come from outside, from the people. These conflicts and mobilizations are based
on new political organizations. There is an element of spontaneity in all such historical movements. But the
spontaneous public participation is with the help of organized politics.
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The agencies of organized politics are: I.
Political Parties.
II.
Pressure Groups
III.
Movement Groups
One obvious way of influencing the decision in a democracy is direct participation in competitive politics. This is done
by creating parties, contesting elections and forming government. But every citizen does not participate directly.
They may not have the desire, need or the skills to take part in direct political activity other than voting.
There are many indirect ways in which people can get governments to listen to their demands and
their point of view. They could do so by forming an organisation and understanding activities to promote their
interests and viewpoints. These are called Interest Groups or Pressure Groups. Sometimes people decide to act
together without forming organisations.
➢ Pressure Groups and Movements
Pressure groups are organisations that tend to influence government policies. But unlike political parties,
pressure groups do not aim to directly control or share political power. These organisations are formed when
people with common occupation, interest, aspiration or opinions come together in order to achieve a common
objective.
Like an interest group, a movement also tends to influence politics rather than directly take part in electoral
competition. But unlike the interest groups movements have a loose organization. Their decision making is more
informal and flexible. They depend much more on spontaneous mass participation than an interest group.
Different Between Sectional and Public Interest Groups
I.
Sectional Interest Group: - They are the interest groups which seek to promote the interests of a
particular section of the society. They are sectional because they represent a section of society like
farmers, labourers etc. Their principle concern is the betterment and well being of their members and
not the society in general. The members of the sectional organisation may not benefit from the cause
that the organisation represents at that particular moment.
II.
Public Interest Group: - They are the interest groups which promote collective rather than selective
good. They aim to help groups other than their own members like group fighting for bonded labour or
child rights.
➢ Movement Groups
Most of the movements are issue specific movements that seek to achieve single objectives within a limited time
frame other are more general or generic movements that seek to achieve a broad goal in the very long term.
Pressure groups and movements exert an influence on politics in a variety of ways. They try to gain public
support and sympathy for their goals and their activities by carrying out information, campaigns, meetings,
filings petition etc. Most of these groups give more attention to the issues concerning general welfare.
They often organise protest activities like strikes or disruptive programmes involving worker
association, employees etc., in order to force the government to take note of their demands.
Business group often employ professional lobbyist or sponsor expensive advertisements. Some
people from pressure groups or most groups may participate in official body committees that offer advice to the
government. In some exceptions, the pressure groups are other formed or led by the leaders of the political
parties or act as an extended arm of political parties. For example: - most trade unions and state unions.
Sometimes political parties grow out of movements. For example: - DMK, AIDMK etc. Pressure
groups and movements have deepened the democracy. Putting pressure on the rulers is not an unhealthy
activity in a democracy as long as everyone gets this opportunity. Government can often come under the
influence of group of rich and powerful people. Public interest groups and movements perform an useful role of
countering this undue influence and reminding the government of the needs and concerns of an ordinary citizen.
Even the sectional interest groups play a valuable role. Where different groups function actively no
one single group can achieve dominance over society.
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13. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM N.C.E.R.TS
•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

Apartheid Law: - Apartheid mean representation on the basis of race. South African people were divided
into white, blacks, Indian and coloured races. African National Congress led by Nelson Mandela fought
against it and in 1994 South Africa became a democratic country.
Ladakh region: o It is a desert in eastern part in Jammu and Kashmir.
o Very little agriculture is possible in this region.
o Few trees can be seen here in there in Ladakh.
o People depend on melting show for drinking water.
o Chanthangi goat can be found here which provide us pashmina wools. (Chegu goat, Kashmiri Goat)
o Buddhism reaches Tibet via Ladakh.
o It is also known as little Tibet. The Tibetan national Epic sung here is called “Kesar saga”.
Who brought Christianity to India?
o St. Thomas (Kerala).
Role of Patwari: o The main function of Patwari is of measuring land and keeping land.
o He also organises collection of land revenue from the farmers and provide information to the
government. about the crops grown.
o He directly reports to the state revenue government.
o Note: - All the land disputes are heard by the Tehsildar.
About Mid – Day Meal Scheme: o The Midday Meal Scheme is a school meal programme of the Government of India designed to
better the nutritional standing of school-age children nationwide.
o The programme supplies free lunches on working days for children in primary and upper primary
classes in government, government aided, local body, Education Guarantee Scheme, and alternate
innovative education centres, Madarsa etc.
o The programme has undergone many changes since its launch in 1995. The Midday Meal Scheme is
covered by the National Food Security Act, 2013.
o It focuses in increase enrolment rate and improving nutrition.
o Eating together promotes brotherhood and help fight in equality.
Who was Ramabai (1858-1922)?
o She championed the cause of women education.
o She learned to read and write from her parents.
o Her parents called her Pandita as she knew Sanskrit.
o She Organised a mission in Khedgaon in 1898 to make women and widow literate and independent.
Who was Rasundari Devi (1800-1890)?
o She wrote her autobiography in Bangla, which is the first Autobiography written by an Indian women
with the tittle Amar Jiban.
o She had a dream of read manuscript “Chatynya Bhagat” – Life of a saint.
Branding and Markets: The word branding actually came from cattle grazing. Cattles of different owners grazed together. Owners
started marking their own sign by using a heated rod which was called branding.
Markets: - The markets place can be divided into 4 types.
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I.

II.

III.
IV.

Weekly Market: - They are held on a specific day of a week. No permanent shops. Hence, no rents and
bills. They give commodities to consumers directly. They are organised by family members and have no
workers.
Neighbourhood shops: - The are usually near ones home. They provide goods and services. They are
permanent shops and usually cater to daily needs like milk, grocery, stationary and medicines. They have
good buyers sellers relations and tends to give commodity on credits.
Shopping complex and Malls: - They are usually in urban areas. They are in large showrooms with
branded and non-branded services. They provide quantitative and design-based goods and services.
Online Market: - They connect small markets. Storage might be not there. There is no shop cost. They
deliver services at home.

•

Health Care: - It is the ability to remain free from illness, injury and mental stress.
o The healthcare can be divided into Public healthcare and private healthcare.
o Public healthcare is a government commitment for everyone and has lower cost. The important
function is to take action to prevent the spread of a disease as barely the 20% of population can buy
all the medicine that they require during an illness.
o Most of the healthcare services (Clinics, Nursing homes and Labs) are connected in urban areas.
• About Marginalised Groups in India (Adivasis): o The term Adivasi literally means original habitants. These are the communities who have lived and
often continue to live in close association with the forests.
o Around 8% of Indian population is of Adivasis.
o STs is the official term used by the government of India in various documents. There is an official list
of STs prepared State Wise by the Union Government.
o Adivasis is not a homogeneous group and consist of more has 500 different groups.
o There is very little hierarchy in Adivasis and there are different communities organised around
principle of Jati (Caste)
o They have wide range of religions varying from worshiping ancestors, village and natural spirits. The
19th century conversion movements organised by the Christian Missionaries converted many
Adivasis to Christianity which has emerged as an important religion in modern Adivasi history.
o Most tribals have their own languages; Santhali has the largest number of speakers.
o The constitution of India provide protection to these Adivasi communities and their culture by: ▪ Safeguard for religious and linguistic minorities.
▪ Safeguard against the possibility of cultural dominance.
▪ Against any discriminatory Act by the majority group.
✓ Note: - The term minorities are mostly used to refer to communities that are numerically less. But its concept
goes well beyond number and encompasses issues of power, access to resources and has social and cultural
dimensions.
•

About Condition of Muslim Community in India: -2001 census says that Muslims form 13.9% of India’s
population and are considered to be marginalised community. They are the deprived of socio economic
developments happening the country. Sachar committee was set up in 2005 to examine social, economic
and educational status of Muslims community. The findings were that the conditions are comparable with
SCs and STs. It also broke the myth that the Muslim send their children to madrasas as around 66% of
Muslim children were attending government schools, while 30 % were attending private schools and only 4%
went to madrasas.

•

Kabir’s Poetry: - Spoke about his love for the Supreme being free from rituals. In his view, every person has
the ability to reach the highest level of Spirituality and deep knowledge within themselves through their own
experiences. His poetry brings out the idea of equality of all human beings and their labour. “He claims
untouchability is the highest state of Knowledge not been touch by narrow limiting thoughts.”
Kabir’s work is called Bijak
37

SCO 214, SECTOR – 36D, CHANDIGARH

WWW.KPSINSTITUTE.COM

PROPERTY OF KPS INSTITUTE CHANDIGARH. NO UNAUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTION ALLOWED.
•

•

•

•

•

United Nation: o There are total 193 member states.
o Each state is provided with one vote in the general assembly. There is yearly session where world
leaders meet under the president elected.
o UN secretary general is its chief administrative officers.
o The UN has evolved many conventions that binding on most countries of world.
o It is a Global association of nations of the world to build healthy cooperation in international law,
security and economic development and social equity.
o USA contributes the most amount of money for the maintenance of United Nations.
United Nations Security Council: o There are total of 15 members in the council.
o There are 5 permanent members (USA, Russia, UK, China, France) and 10 other members are elected
to the Security Council for a period of 2 years.
o Each permanent member has a Veto power.
International Monetary Fund (IMF): o There are 188 member states in IMF.
o Vote is not equal for all the members. Weightage of Vote depends on the country of IFM.
o More than 52% of voting sharing lies with only 10 members.
The world Bank: o It has similar voting system as of IMF.
o President of World Bank has always be a citizen of USA, nominates by treasury security (Finance
minister) of USA.
National Human Rights Commission: o NHRC is an independent commission set by law in 1993. Like judiciary the commission is an
independent of the government.
o The commission is appointed by the President and consist of retire judges, officers and eminent
citizens.
o As it does not have the burden of deciding court cases. So, it can focus on helping the victims, secure
their human rights.
o For NHRC human rights also include the rights mentioned in the UN sponsored International Treaties
that India has signed.
o The NHRC cannot by itself punish the guilty. That is the responsibility of the judiciary.
o The NHRC is there to make independent and credible enquiry into any case of violation of human
rights.
o The Commission presents its findings and recommendations to the government and presents case in
the courts on behalf of the victim.
o It has wide ranging power to carry out its enquiry. Like any court it can summon witnesses, demand
any official paper, visit any prison for inspection or send its own team for on the spot enquiry.
o There is no fee or formal procedure to approach the NHRC.
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