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US – INDIA 2+2 MEET 

➢ News: - India and the US are to embark on their most significant bilateral summit on 

September 6 when US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Secretary of Defence Mike 

Mattis begin their first 'Two plus Two (2+2)' dialogue with Foreign Minister Sushma 

Swaraj and Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. 

➢ Details of 2+2 Meet: -  

o The 2+2 dialogue is to build a high level of trust between the two countries and 

promises to be the first of an annual series of dialogues held alternately in each 

country. 

o India's willingness with the US comes on the 10th anniversary of the landmark 

Indo-US civil nuclear deal. 

o All the agreements are set to unfold under the looming shadow of a draconian 

law called CAATSA (Countering America's Adversaries Through Sanctions Act). 

CAATSA, which came into force in April this year, imposes sanctions on two of 

New Delhi's strategic partners: Russia, its largest arms supplier; and Iran, its 

third largest energy supplier. 

o CAATSA empowers the US to impose 'secondary sanctions' on countries doing 

significant business with Russia. 

o But Last month, the US Congress passed a modified version of the National 

Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), which gives the US president the power to 

waive sanctions against India. It will allow India to sign a $5 billion deal to buy 

five S-400 long-range air defence missiles from Russia, which would otherwise 

have invoked US sanctions. But the respite is only a temporary one. 

o Another issue is Iran. When the US imposed sanctions on Iran the last time in 

2012, India complied and drastically reduced its oil imports. This time around, it 

cannot, because it has co-developed the strategic Chabahar port in Iran that 

gives India access to Afghanistan and Central Asia, bypassing Pakistan and the 

International North-South Transport Corridor, which drastically reduces cargo 

shipment time to Europe. 

o The 2+2 ministerial dialogue, which was postponed twice this year, is likely to 

discuss defence deals for missiles, drones and helicopters worth over $5 billion 
and the possible initialling of two significant foundation agreements with the US-

COMCASA or the Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement, which 

will allow India's US-built military platforms to communicate with US and NATO 

platforms after the installation of special communication devices, and BECA or 

the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement that will allow the exchange of 

such information. 

➢ India – US Defence relations: -  

o The militaries of India and the US exercise more with each other than they do 

with any other nation. This year, they will hold their first-ever joint services 

amphibious exercise, to be followed by a joint service counter-terrorism exercise 

next year. 

o The US is India's second-largest supplier of defence hardware, having provided 

frontline equipment such as Chinook medium lift helicopters, Apache helicopter 

gunships, P-8I Poseidon long-range maritime surveillance aircraft, C-130 

medium transport aircraft and C-17 heavy lift aircraft.  

o In 2017, the US declared India a major defence partner under the NDAA 2017, 

the US military budget. 



 

 

o On August 1, the Trump administration put India in the Strategic Trade 

Authorization-1 (STA-1) list, which means India gets to buy high-end technology 

from the US. 

o The US grants STA-1 only to countries that are part of all four-the Wassenaar 

Arrangement, Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR), Nuclear Suppliers 

Group (NSG) and Australia Group. (India is yet to get into the NSG because of 

opposition from China.) 

o On May 30, the US officially renamed its Hawaii-based Pacific Command as the 

Indo-Pacific Command, INDOPACOM. It's the oldest and largest US command. 

For record it has been said to have an area of influence from West Coast of Us to 

the West Coast of India. 

o Washington clearly sees India as a regional counterweight to a growing China 

and an essential part of the 'Quadrilateral', an informal grouping of democracies 

comprising US, Japan, Australia and India. 

➢ About COMCASA: -  

o COMCASA is meant to provide a legal framework for the transfer of 

communication security equipment from the US to India that would facilitate 

“interoperability” between their forces — and potentially with other militaries 

that use US-origin systems for secured data links. 

o The general agreement signed by the US is called the Communication and 

Information on Security Memorandum of Agreement (CISMOA) but the name 

was changed to COMCASA to reflect its India-specific nature. 

o It is part of a set of three military agreements that the US considers 

“foundational” for a functional military relationship. These are LEMOA, BECA 

and COMCASA. 

o Indian Military experts are concerned about intrusive American access to Indian 

military communication systems, and about the violation of Indian sovereignty 

due to visits by US inspectors to Indian bases to inspect the COMCASA-

safeguarded equipment. There is also a fear that a lot of Russian-origin and 

indigenous Indian military platforms may not be compatible with COMCASA. 

o It is also a politically sensitive issue in India. The signing of LEMOA had earned a 

lot of criticism for the BJP government from the opposition parties. Moving into 

an election year, with India-US relations on a somewhat less strong footing, the 

government may be hesitant to sign the agreement now. 

A CHAPTER FROM HISTORY 

➢ Person in News: - Sri Krishna Devaraya 

➢ About Sri Krishna Devaraya: - 
o He was an emperor of the Vijayanagar Empire who reigned from 1509–1529. 

o He is the third ruler of the Tuluva Dynasty. 

o Krishna Deva Raya earned the titles Kannada Rajya Rama Ramana (Lord of the 

Kannada empire), Andhra Bhoja (Bhoja for Telugu Literature) and Mooru Rayara 

Ganda (King of Three Kings). 

o He became the dominant ruler of the peninsula of India by defeating the Sultans of 

Bijapur, Golconda, the Bahmani Sultanate and the Gajapatis of Odisha. 

o Portuguese travellers Domingo Paes and Fernao Nuniz also visited 

the Vijayanagara Empire during his reign. 

o He built a beautiful suburb near Vijayanagara called Nagalapura 

➢ About Vijayanagar Empire: - 



 

 

o It was established in 1336 by Harihara I and his brother Bukka Raya I of Sangama 

Dynasty. 

o It lasted until 1646, although its power declined after a major military defeat in 1565 

by the combined armies of the Deccan sultanates. 

o The empire is named after its capital city of Vijayanagar, whose ruins surround 

present day Hampi, now a World Heritage Site in Karnataka, India. 

o The ports 

of Mangalore, Honavar, Bhatkal, Barkur, Cochin, Cannanore, Machilipatnam, 

and Dharmadam were the most important. 

o The Hindu caste system was prevalent and rigidly followed, with each caste 

represented by a local body of elders who represented the community. 

o Sati, the practice where a widow would immolate herself with her dead husband's 

body, is evidenced in Vijayanagar ruins. 

o The Devadasi system existed, as well as legalised prostitution relegated to a few 

streets in each city. Apart from other professions, even prostitution was taxed. 

o The Vijayanagar kings were tolerant of all religions and sects, as writings by foreign 

visitors show. 

NAGARHOLE NATIONAL PARK 

➢ News: - Gajapayana, the traditional march of the caparisoned elephants from the jungle 

camps to the City of Palaces ahead of Dasara festival, was flagged off at Veeranahosahalli, on 

the outskirts of the Nagarahole National Park. 

➢ About Nagarhole National Park: -  

o Nagarhole National Park (also known as Rajiv Gandhi National Park), is a national 

park located in Kodagu district and Mysore district in Karnataka state in South India. 

o It is one of India's premier Tiger Reserves along with the adjoining Bandipur Tiger 

Reserve. 

o This park was declared the thirty seventh Project Tiger, Tiger reserves of India in 

1999. It is part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. 

o The park ranges the foothills of the Western Ghats spreading down the Brahmagiri 

hills and south towards Kerala state. 

o The park covers 643 km2 (248 sq mi) located to the north-west of Bandipur 

National Park. 

o The vegetation here consists mainly of North Western Ghats moist deciduous 

forests with teak and rosewood predominating in the southern parts. 

o The important predators and carnivores in Nagarhole National Park are the Bengal 

tiger, Indian leopard, Ussuri dhole, sloth bear and the striped hyena. 

o The herbivores are chital, sambar deer, barking deer, four-horned 

antelope, gaur, wild boar and Indian elephant. 

NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL ON WESTERN GHATS 

➢ News: - The six Western Ghats States, including Kerala, have been restrained by the 

National Green Tribunal (NGT) from giving environmental clearance to activities that may 

adversely impact the eco-sensitive areas of the mountain ranges. 

➢ About Madhav Gadgil Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel report: - 

o The Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel (WGEEP) designated the entire hill range 

as an Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA). 

o The panel, in its report, has classified the 142 taluks in the Western Ghats boundary 

into Ecologically Sensitive Zones (ESZ) 1, 2 and 3. 



 

 

o ESZ-1 being of high priority, almost all developmental activities (mining, thermal 

power plants etc) were restricted in it. 

o Gadgil report recommended that “no new dams based on large-scale storage be 

permitted in Ecologically Sensitive Zone 1. Since both the Athirappilly of Kerala and 

Gundia of Karnataka hydel project sites fall in Ecologically Sensitive Zone 1, these 

projects should not be accorded environmental clearance,” it said. 

o Gadgil Committee report specifies that the present system of governance of the 

environment should be changed. It asked for a bottom to top approach (right from 

Gram sabhas) rather than a top to bottom approach. It also asked for 

decentralization and more powers to local authorities. 

o The commission recommended constitution of a Western Ghats Ecology Authority 

(WGEA), as a statutory authority under the Ministry of Environment and Forests, 

with the powers under Section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 

➢ Kasturirangan committee Report Recommendations: -  

o Instead of the total area of Western Ghats, only 37% (i.e. 60,000 sq. km.) of the total 

area be brought under ESA under Kasturirangan report. 

o A complete ban on mining, quarrying and sand mining in ESA. 

o Distinguished between cultural (58% occupied in the Western Ghats by it like 

human settlements, agricultural fields and plantations) and natural landscape (90% 

of it should come under ESA according to the committee). 

o Current mining areas in the ESA should be phased out within the next five years, or 

at the time of expiry of mining lease, whichever is earlier. 

o No thermal power be allowed and hydropower projects are allowed only after 

detailed study. 

o Red industries i.e. which are highly polluting be strictly banned in these areas. 

o Kasturirangan report on the Western Ghats has made several pro-farmer 

recommendations, including the exclusion of inhabited regions and plantations from 

the purview of ecologically sensitive areas (ESAs). 

o The Kasturirangan report had said 123 villages fall under the ESA purview. 

ORANG NATIONAL PARK 

➢ News: - Catching a Royal Bengal Tiger is tough. Catching an intelligent tigress “addicted” to 

livestock is tougher, forest officials and veterinarians in Assam are finding out. 

➢ About Orang National Park: -  

o The Orang National Park also known as Rajiv Gandhi Orang National Park which is 

located on the north bank of the Brahmaputra River in the Darrang and Sonitpur 

districts of Assam, India, covers an area of 78.81 square kilometres (30.43 sq mi). 

o It was established as a sanctuary in 1985 and declared a national park on 13 April 
1999. 

o The park has a rich flora and fauna, including great Indian one-horned 

rhinoceros, pygmy hog, elephants, wild buffalo and tigers. 

o It is the only stronghold of rhinoceros on the north bank of the Brahmaputra river. 

o Pachnoi river, Belsiri river and Dhansiri River border the park and join the 

Brahmaputra river. 

o It has the highest density of Royal Bengal Tiger in the country. 



 

 

PUBLIC CREDIT REGISTRY 

➢ News: - Recently, RBI Deputy Governor Viral Acharya made a case for setting up a Public 

Credit Registry (PCR), incorporating unique identifiers: Aadhaar for individual borrowers 

and Corporate Identification Number for firms. 

➢ Details on Public Credit Registry: -  

o A public credit registry is an information repository that collates all loan information 

of individuals and corporate borrowers. 

o A credit repository helps banks distinguish between a bad and a good borrower and 

accordingly offer attractive interest rates to good borrowers and higher interest 

rates to bad borrowers. 

o PCR will address issues such as information asymmetry, improve access to credit 

and strengthen the credit culture among consumers. 

o It can also address the bad loan problem staring at banks, as corporate debtors will 

not be able to borrow across banks without disclosing existing debt. 

o A PCR may also help raise India’s rank in the global ease of doing business index. 

o Data is to be made available to stakeholders such as banks, on a need-to-know basis. 

Data privacy will be protected. 

o Credit information is now available across multiple systems in bits and pieces and 

not in one window. Data on borrowings from banks, non-banking financial 

companies, corporate bonds or debentures from the market, external commercial 

borrowings (ECBs), foreign currency convertible bonds(FCCBs), masala bonds, and 

inter-corporate borrowings are not available in one data repository. 

o PCR will help capture all relevant information about a borrower, across different 

borrowing products in one place. It can flag early warnings on asset quality by 

tracking performance on other credits. 

o PCR in other countries now include other transactional data such as payments to 

utilities like power and telecom for retail consumers and trade credit data for 

businesses. Regularity in making payments to utilities and trade creditors provides 

an indication of the credit quality of such customers. 

FACTS FOR STATE SERVICES 

➢ NAMES OF US OFFICIALS: - 

o US Secretary of State: - Mike Pompeo 

o Secretary of Defence: - Mike Mattis 

➢ FIRST INDIA – US 2+2 MEET IS BEING HELD AT: - New Delhi 

➢ TELANGANA: - 

o Ruling Party: - Telangana Rashtra Samiti 

o Chief Minister: - K. Chandrasekhar Rao 

➢ ASIAN GAMES: -  

o They were organised in Jakarta, Indonesia and Palembang, Indonesia. 

o Jakarta is located on Java island in the southern hemisphere. 

o These were the 18th Asian Games, also known as Jakarta – Palembang 2018. 

o This was the first time that Asian games were co – hosted in two cities. 

o China led the medal table for the tenth consecutive time. 

o North Korea and South Korea marched under the Korean Unification Flag at the 

opening ceremony for the first time and competed as unified team for some events. 

o The games saw 6 world, 18 Asian and 86 Asian Games records being broken. 

o India finished eight both in terms of gold medals and the total tally. 



 

 

o India’s medal tally is its highest ever. In terms of gold, it matched its best 

performance at the inaugural 1951 games held in New Delhi. 

o Track and field remained the most productive discipline for India as it won seven 

events. 

o Bhin Bhin – a greater bird of paradise, Kaka – A Javan Rhinoceros and Atung – A 

Bawean deer were the three mascots of 2018 Asian Games. 

o 2022 Asian Games will be held in Hangzhou, an ancient Chinese city. 

➢ ROHINGYA COMMUNITY BELONGS TO: - Rakhine region of Myanmar. 

➢ WORLD BANK CHIEF: - Jim Yong Kim. 

➢ NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL CHAIRPERSON: - Adarsh Kumar Goel 


