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A. HISTORY AND CULTURE 

1. INTERPRETATION CENTRE FOR KONARK SUN 

TEMPLE 

a. News: - An aesthetically designed interpretation 

centre with world-class facilities that showcases 

the unique architectural features of Kalingan era 

was recently inaugurated at Sun Temple, Konark, 

Odisha. 

b. About Konark Sun Temple: - 

i. Built in the 13th century, the Konark 

temple was conceived as a gigantic chariot 

of the Sun God, with 12 pairs of 

exquisitely ornamented wheels pulled by 

seven horses. 

ii. It was built by King Narasimhadeva I, the 

great ruler of Ganga dynasty.  

iii. The temple is included in UNESCO World 

Heritage Site in 1984 for its architectural 

greatness and also for the sophistication 

and abundance of sculptural work. 

iv. The temple is perfect blend of Kalinga 

architecture, heritage, exotic beach and 

salient natural beauty. 

v. It is protected under the National 

Framework of India by the Ancient 

Monuments and Archaeological Sites and 

Remains (AMASR) Act (1958) and its Rules 

(1959). 

vi. The Konark is the third link of Odisha’s 

Golden Triangle. The first link is Jagannath 

Puri and the second link is Bhubaneswar 

(Capital city of Odisha). 

vii. This temple was also known as ‘BLACK 

PAGODA’ due to its dark color and used as 

a navigational landmark by ancient sailors 

to Odisha. Similarly, the Jagannath Temple 

in Puri was called the “White Pagoda”.  

viii. It remains a major pilgrimage site for 

Hindus, who gather here every year for 

the Chandrabhaga Mela around the month 

of February. 

c. About Kalinga Architecture: - 

i. It is part of Odisha school of art. 

ii. The exterior walls were lavishly decorated 

with intricate carvings, but interior walls 

were plain. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ KONARK SUN TEMPLE 

1. In which state is Konark 

Temple located? 

_________________________

_________________ 

2. Konark temple constructed in 

13th century was conceived as 

a 

_________________________ 

3. Konark Temple was built by 

which ruler? 

_________________________

_________________ 

4. Konark Temple is part of which 

UNESCO list? 

_________________________

______________ 

5. The architecture of Kalinga 

temple is? 

_________________________

____________________ 

6. Which three temples form 

Odisha’s Golden 

Triangle?__________________

_______________ 

7. Which Temple is called ‘Black 

Pagoda’? 

_________________________

___________________ 

Write 3 features of Odisha School 

of art 

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________ 
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iii. There was no use of pillars in the porch. 

Iron girders were used instead to support 

the roof. 

iv. The shikharas in the Odisha school were 

known as rekhadeuls. They were almost 

vertical roofs which suddenly curved 

inwards sharply. 

v. The mandaps were known as jagmohanas 

in this region. 

vi. The ground plan of the main temple was 

square. 

vii. Temples were surrounded by a boundary 

wall as in Dravidian style. 

viii. Examples: - Sun Temple at Konark, 

Jagannath temple at Puri, Lingaraj temple 

at Bhubaneswar. 

 

2. KALAMKARI ART 

a. News: - A ‘Kalamkari art museum’ has been 

opened at Pedana in Andhra Pradesh. 

b. About Kalamkari Art: -  

i. Kalamkari is an ancient style of hand 

painting done on cotton or silk fabric 

with a tamarind pen, using natural dyes. 

ii. It originated in Persia and subsequently 

came to the sub-continent. 

iii. The word Kalamkari is derived from a 

Persian word where ‘kalam‘means pen 

and ‘kari‘ refers to craftsmanship. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ KALAMKARI ART 

1. Which type of cloth is used in 

Kalamkari Art?____________ 

________________________ 

2. Are the dyes natural or artificial? 

__________________________ 

3. What does ‘Kalam’ and ‘Kari’ 

means? ____________________ 

__________________________ 

4. Mention features of 

Machilipatnam style of 

Kalamkari? _________________ 

__________________________ 

5. What is the main inspiration 

behind Srikalahasti style of 

painting? __________________ 

__________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELIM SPECIAL 

Q – Consider following statements regarding ‘Kalinga Architecture’. 
1. Both the interior and exterior walls were lavishly decorated with 

carvings. 
2. Temples were surrounded by a boundary wall. 

Choose the correct statement(s) from the given options 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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iv. There are two identifiable styles of 

Kalamkari art in India – Srikalahasti style 

and Machilipatnam style. 

v. In the Machilipatnam style of Kalamkari, 

motifs are essentially printed with hand-

carved traditional blocks with intricate 

detailing painted by hands. 

vi. On the other hand, Srikalahasti style of 

painting draws inspiration from the Hindu 

mythology describing scenes from the 

epics and folklore. 

vii. This style holds a strong religious connect 

because of its origin in the temples. 

 

 

3. TAJ MAHAL IN ADOPT A HERITAGE PROJECT 

a. News: - Infrastructure conglomerate GMR and 

tobacco company ITC Ltd are currently bidding to 

adopt the Taj Mahal under the ‘Adopt a Heritage’ 

project. 

b. Adopt a Heritage Project: - 

i. Aim of the Scheme: - To develop the 

heritage sites / monuments and making 

them tourist-friendly to enhance the 

tourism potential and their cultural 

importance in a planned and phased 

manner.  

ii. This project is a key initiative of Ministry 

of Tourism in close collaboration with 

Ministry of Culture and Archaeological 

Survey of India (ASI). 

iii. The project plans to entrust heritage 

sites/monuments and other tourist sites to 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ ADOPT A HERITAGE PROJECT 

1. Which sector does this scheme 

focus on? _________________ 

2. Adopt a Heritage Project is a 

key initiative of which 

ministry? 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

3. Name the 

supporting/collaborating 

ministries/agencies_________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

4. Who all can become 

‘Monument mitras’? 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

 

 

 

PRELIM SPECIAL 

Q – Consider following statements regarding ‘Kalamkari Art’ 
1. It is done using only silk cloth. 
2. Motifs are essentially printed with hand-carved traditional blocks. 

Choose the correct option 
(a) Only 1 
(b) Only 2 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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private sector companies, public sector 

companies and individuals for the 

development of tourist amenities. 

iv. The project aims to develop synergy 

among all partners. 

c. About Monument Mitras: -   

i. Successful bidders selected for adopting 

heritage sites / monuments by the 

Oversight and Vision Committee shall be 

called as Monument Mitras. 

ii. The basic and advanced amenities of the 

tourist destinations would be provided by 

them. 

iii. Benefit of being a Monument Mitra: - The 

‘Monument Mitras’ would associate pride 

with their CSR activities. 

4. CHAMPARAN SATYAGRAHA 

a. News: - To commemorate the launch of 

Champaran Satyagraha over a century ago on 10 

April, 1917, Ministry of Drinking Water and 

Sanitation, in coordination with the Government 

of Bihar, has launched “Satyagraha se 

Swachhagraha” campaign. 

b. About Champaran Satyagraha: - 

i. It was first civil disobedience movement 

organised by Gandhi in 1917. 

ii. Farmers of the Champaran district were 

troubled by ‘Tinkathia System’ in which 

farmers were forced to grow indigo on 3/20 of 

their land. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ CHAMPARAN SATYAGRAHA 

1. ‘Satyagraha se Swachhagraha’ 

campaign is associated with 

which historic event 

celebration? _______________ 

_________________________ 

2. It was the first _____________ 

______________ movement of 

Gandhi. 

3. Which system had troubled the 

farmers of Champaran? _____ 

_________________________ 

4. In what proportion was the 

land divided for indigo 

plantation in Champaran? ____ 

_________________________ 

5. List the people who 

accompanied Gandhi in 

Champaran : - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Consider following statements regarding ‘Adopt a Heritage Project’ 
1. It will help boost tourism sector in India. 
2. It has been launched by Ministry of Culture. 
3. Monument mitras can be from public as well as private sector. 
4. CSR funds can be used in this initiative. 

Choose the correct option 
(a) 1 and 2 
(b) Only 2 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 
(d) All are correct 
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iii. German synthetic dyes became a cheaper 

option by 1915-17 and replaced indigo. 

iv. Now Europeans demanded higher rents and 

illegal due but also forced farmers to sell crops 

at a fixed price. 

v. Gandhi decided to raise Champaran Satyagraha 

on the request of Rajkumar Shukla. 

vi. Gandhi was joined in this movement by 

Rajendra Prasad, Mazhar-ul-Haq, Mahadeo 

Desai, Narhari Parekh and J.B. Kriplani. 

vii. Due to this movement, Tinkathia system was 

abolished and 25% of the money collected 

from the farmers was returned. 

5. 11th WORLD HINDI CONFERENCE 

a. News: - The 11th World Hindi Conference (WHC) is 

being organized in August 2018 in Mauritius by the 

Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India in 

association with the Government of Mauritius. 

b. About the conference: - 

i. The event, held once in three years, is 

dedicated to Hindi language.  

ii. It sees participation from Hindi scholars, 

writers and laureates from different parts 

of the world who contribute to the 

language. 

iii. The main theme of the Conference is 

“Vaishvik Hindi Aur Bharatiy Sanskriti”. 

c. Related news: - In March 2018, President of India, 

Shri Ram Nath Kovind, had inaugurated the World 

Hindi Secretariat building in Mauritius. The main 

objective of the WHS is to promote Hindi as an 

international language and further its cause for 

recognition at the United Nations as an Official 

Language. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ WORLD HINDI CONFERENCE 

1. Where did World Hindi 

Conference 2018 took place? 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

2. 2018 marked which edition of 

the World Hindi Conference? 

________________________ 

3. World Hindi Secretariat 

building has been established 

in which country? _________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q- Recently held 11TH World Hindi Conference has taken place in which 
country? 
(a) Nepal 
(b) Mauritius 
(c) India 
(d) Singapore 



 

10 
 

6. BAISAKHI 

a. News: - Festival of Baisakhi is usually celebrated on 

April 13, but once in every 36 years the festival is 

celebrated on April 14. This year the occasion will 

be commemorated on April 14. 

b. Importance of Baisakhi: - 

i. The word is derived from ‘Baisakh’, which 

is the second month of the Sikh calendar 

(Nanakshahi calendar). 

ii. The Nanakshahi calendar is a Solar 

calendar and is of twelve months. The year 

begins with the month of Chet, with 1 

Chet corresponding to 14 March. The 

calendar starts from 1469, the year of the 

birth of Guru Nanak Dev. 

iii. It signifies a new year of harvest for the 

community. 

iv. The festival is primarily a Thanksgiving Day 

when farmers pay tribute to their deity for 

the harvest and pray for prosperity in 

future. 

v. Sikhs follow a tradition named Aawat 

Pauni on Vaisakhi. People gather to 

harvest wheat that grew in the winter. 

Drums are played and people recite 

Punjabi doha (couplet) to the tune while 

harvestin on Baisakhi day. 

vi. Baisakhi also marks the birth of Khalsa, 

the collective body of all initiated Sikhs, 

also called the “Guru Panth”– the 

embodiment of the Guru. 

vii. On March 30 in 1699, Guru Gobind Singh 

gathered his followers at his home in 

Anandpur Sahib, a city which is now home 

to several Gurdwaras. At this gathering, 

Khalsa was inaugurated. 

c. Five ‘K’ as principles of Sikhism: - 

i. The five ‘K’s are the five principles of life 

that are to be followed by a true Khalsa.  

ii. These include ‘Kesh’ or hair, which implies 

to leave the hair uncut to show acceptance 

towards the form that God intended 

humans to be in; 

iii. ‘Kangha’ or wooden comb, as a symbol of 

cleanliness; 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ BAISAKHI 

1. Baisakhi is primarily a festival 

of which state? 

_________________ 

________________________ 

2. Sikh calendar begins on which 

date of the Gregorian 

calendar? 

 

3. Where was Khalsa established/ 

inaugurated? 

_____________________________ 

4. List 5 ‘K’s of Sikhism: - 
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iv. the third of the marks of being a Sikh pronounced on Baisakhi day was ‘Kara’ 

or iron bracelet, as a mark to remind a Khalsa of self-restraint; 

v. ‘Kacchera’ or knee-length shorts, to be worn by a Khalsa for always being 

ready to enter battle on horseback; and 

vi. ‘Kirpan’, a sword to defend oneself and the poor, the weak and the 

oppressed from all religions, castes and creeds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Which of the following is not one of 5 ‘K’ of Sikhism? 
(a) Kesh 
(b) Kirpan 
(c) Kavachh 
(d) Kara 
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B. GEOGRAPHY 

1. WALONG TRI-JUNCTION 

a. News: Indian troops have increased their patrolling 

at a tri-junction of India, China and Myanmar to 

prevent a repeat of a Doklam-like standoff. 

b. About the Tri-junction? The tri-junction is located 

around 50 km from Walong, India’s easternmost 

town in Arunachal Pradesh, near the Tibet region. 

It is situated on the bank of Lohit river. 

 

2. RAILWAY LINK BETWEEN INDIA AND NEPAL 

a. News: - India will build a strategic railway link 

between Raxaul in Bihar and Kathmandu in Nepal 

to facilitate people-to-people contact and bulk 

movement of goods. 

b. Some learnings about Nepal: - 

i. The Major rivers that flow from Nepal to 

India are: -  

1. Mechi, which form the eastern 

border of Nepal with India. 

2. Kosi, often called the sorrow of 

Bihar as flood occur here almost 

every year. 

3. Gandak, it forms deep gorge in 

Nepal while passing through the 

Himalayas. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ WALONG TRI-JUNCTION 

1. Where is Walong tri-junction 

located? __________________ 

_________________________ 

2. Walong tri-juction is located on 

the bank of which river? _____ 

_________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ RAILWAY LINK BETWEEN 

INDIA AND NEPAL 

1. The railway link will connect 

which two cities? _________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

2. Which river is known as 

‘Sorrow of Bihar’? _________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

  

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Consider following statements regarding Indo-China relations 
(1) India was among the first countries to end formal ties with the 

Republic of China (Taiwan) and recognize the PRC as the legitimate 
government of Mainland China. 

(2) China is India’s largest trading partner. 
(3) China is one of India’s strategic partner 

Choose the correct statement(s) from the options given below 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 
(c) 2 only 
(d) All are correct 
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4. Ghaghara, originates in the Tibet, 

near Lake Mansarovar and joins 

Sharda river at Brahmaghat in 

India. 

5. Sharada, flows through Uttrakhand 

in India, forming western border of 

Nepal with India. 

ii. Greater Himalayan Range: - Lies to the 

North of mid-Himalayan range. It includes 

the Mount Everest (8.848 mt), the world’s 

highest peak and other important peaks 

from west to east are Dhaulagiri (8,172 

mt), Annapurna (8,078mt), Mansalu 

(8,156 mt) and Makalu (8,481 mt). 

3. EQUATORIAL GUINEA 

a. News: - President of India is visiting Equatorial 

Guinea. This is the first time ever that a head of 

state from India is visiting Equatorial Guinea.  

b. About Equatorial Guinea: - 

i. Equatorial Guinea is a small country on the 

west coast of Africa. 

ii. Equatorial Guinea is the only sovereign 

African state in which Spanish is an official 

language. 

iii. It is made up of a mainland territory called 

Rio Muni, and five islands including Bioko, 

where the capital Malabo is located. 

iv. It borders Cameroon and Gabon. 

c. Exam importance: - Gabon is the country from 

which Equator passes, hence there can be a 

question with African countries with varying 

distance from the Equator. 

 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ EQUATORIAL GUINEA 

1. Equatoorial Guinea is located 

in which continent? Also 

mention alignment (east, west, 

north or south) 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

2. Official language of Equatorial 

Guinea is? ________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

3. Countries that border 

Equatorial Guinea are: - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Which of the following peak is not located in Nepal region? 
(a) Nanga Parbat 
(b) Dhauagiri 
(c) Makalu 
(d) Annapurna 
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4. MAHANADI WATER DISPUTE 

a. News: - Water dispute tribunal has been constituted for Mahanadi river on the 

orders of the Supreme Court. 

b. About the River: -  

i. The Mahanadi is a major river in East Central India. 

ii. The river flows through the states of Chhattisgarh and Odisha. 

iii. Source is located in Sihawa, Dhamtari, Chattisgarh, India. 

iv. Left Bank tributaries: - Shivnath, Mand, Ib, Hasdeo. 

v. Right Bank tributaries: - Ong, Jonk and Telen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Choose the correct sequence of following African cities from North to 
South 
(a) Niamey - Lome - Luanda - Cape town 
(b) Lome – Cape town – Niamey – Landa 
(c) Cape town – Luanda – Niamey – Lome 
(d) Niamey- Luanda – Lome – Cape town 

                PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Which of the following is not a left bank tributary of Mahanadi river? 
(a) Mand 
(b) Ib 
(c) Hadeo 
(d) Jonk 
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C. POLITY 

1. ‘ONE CANDIDATE, ONE SEAT’ 

a. News: - The Election Commission has told the 

Supreme Court that it supports the proposal to 

allow one candidate to contest from only one 

constituency in an election. 

b. Issue: - 

i. The Supreme Court had called the practice 

of one candidate contesting multiple seats 

incident of drain on the exchequer since it 

necessitated by-polls. 

ii. Political parties across the country field 

senior leaders from more than one seat in 

a bid to ensure victory. 

iii. If they win from multiple seats, these 

leaders are then required to vacate other 

seats and continue to hold only one. 

iv. This means a general election is usually 

followed closely by a bye-election to the 

seats that have been vacated. 

c. Representation of Peoples Act on this: -  

i. Section 33(7) of the Representation of 

People’s Act permits a candidate to contest 

any election (Parliamentary, State 

Assembly, Biennial Council, or bye-

elections) from up to two constituencies. 

ii. The provision was introduced in 1996 prior 

to which there was no bar on the number 

of constituencies from which a candidate 

could contest. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ ‘ONE CANDIDATE, ONE VOTE’ 

1. Which section of the 

Representation of People’s Act 

provides limit on no. of 

constituencies a candidate can 

contest on? _______________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

2. In which year was the bar 

introduced on no. of 

constituencies a candidate can 

contest on? _______________ 

3. In how many constituencies 

can a single candidate contest? 

_________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Which of the following are dealt by The Representative of Peoples Act 
1951? 
(1)  Qualification and disqualification of membership of Parliament and 

State Legislature. 
(2) Notification of general elections. 
(3) Registration of political parties. 
(4) Conduct of elections. 
(5) Disputes regarding elections. 

Choose the correct option 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 
(b) 1 and 5 
(c) 2, 3,4 and 5 
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
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2. CVC TO USE AADHAAR DATA TO TRACK CORRUPT 

BUREAUCRATS 

a. News: - The Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) 

has decided to use Aadhaar data to track 

disproportional wealth acquired by corrupt 

bureaucrats. 

b. About Central Vigilance Commission (CVC): - 

i. It is the apex vigilance institution. 

ii. It was created via executive resolution, 

based on the recommendations of 

Santhanam committee) in 1964 but was 

conferred with statutory status in 2003. 

iii. It submits its report to the President of 

India, who lays it before both houses of 

the Parliament. 

iv. Composition of the Commission: - 

1. The body consists of central 

vigilance commissioner along 

with 2 vigilance commissioners. 

v. Appointment of the Commissioners: - 

1.  They are appointed by the 

President of India on the 

recommendations of a committee 

consisting of: - 

a. Prime Minister 

b. Union Home Minister 

c. Leader of the Opposition 

in Lok Sabha (if there is no 

LoP then the leader of the 

single largest Opposition 

party in the Lok Sabha). 

vi. Term of Commissioners: - Their term is 4 

years or 65 years, whichever is earlier. 

vii. Removal: - The Central Vigilance 

Commissioner or any Vigilance 

Commissioner can be removed from his 

office only by order of the President on 

the ground of proved misbehaviour or 

incapacity after the Supreme Court, on a 

reference made to it by the President, has, 

on inquiry, reported that the Central 

Vigilance Commissioner or any Vigilance 

Commissioner, as the case may be, ought 

to be removed. 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ CVC TO USE AADHAAR DATA 

1. After which committee report 

was Central Vigilance 

Commission created? _______ 

_________________________ 

2. Was CVC a statutory body 

since inception? Which year 

was it made a statutory body? 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

3. Who appoints and removes 

Central Vigilance 

Commissioners? ___________ 

_________________________ 

4. Appointment Committee 

includes: - ________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

5. What is the term period of 

Vigilance Commissioners? ___ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 
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3. COMPETITION COMMISSION OF INDIA 

a. News: - The government of India has downsized 

Competition Commission of India (CCI) from One 

Chairperson and Six members to One Chairperson 

and Three members. 

b. Act that empowers Competition Commission of 

India: The Competition Act 2002: - 

i. It was established to check on anti-

competitive agreements, abuse of 

dominant position by enterprises and 

regulates combinations (acquisition, 

acquiring of control and M&A), which 

causes or likely to cause an appreciable 

adverse effect on competition within 

India. 

ii. Section 8(1) of the Competition Act, 2002 

provides that the Commission shall consist 

of a Chairperson and not less than two 

and not more than six Members.  

c. About Competition Commission of India: - 

i.  The Competition Commission of India 

(CCI) was established under the 

Competition Act, 2002 for the 

administration, implementation and 

enforcement of the Act, and was duly 

constituted in March 2009. 

ii. Chairman and members are appointed by 

the central government. 

iii. The following are the objectives of the 

Commission: - 

1.  To prevent practices having 

adverse effect on competition. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ COMPETITION COMMISSION 

OF INDIA 

1. What is the purpose of The 

Competition Commission of 

India? ____________________ 

_________________________ 

2. What is the minimum and 

maximum limit of members 

prescribed in the Competition 

Act 2002? _______________ 

_______________________ 

3. Which authority appoints 

Chairman and members of the 

Competition Commission of 

India?  ___________________ 

_________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – The removal of the Central Vigilance Commissioner can be on which 
of the following ground(s)? 
(1) Proven misbehavior. 
(2) Incapacity 

Choose the correct option from below 
(a) Only 1 
(b) Only 2 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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2. To promote and sustain 

competition in markets. 

3. To protect the interests of 

consumers. 

4. To ensure freedom of trade. 

 

4. BUREAU OF INDIAN STANDARDS (BIS) 

a. News: - Parliamentary Consultative Committee 

has stressed on the effective implementation of 

the provisions of new BIS Act 2016. 

b. Provisions of Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS): - 

i. National standards body: The Act 

establishes the Bureau of Indian Standards 

(BIS) as the National Standards Body of 

India. 

ii. Compulsory certification: The Act has 

enabling provisions for the Government to 

bring under compulsory certification 

regime any goods or article of any 

scheduled industry, process, system or 

service which it considers necessary in 

the public interest or for the protection of 

human, animal or plant health, safety of 

the environment, or prevention of unfair 

trade practices, or national security. 

iii. Hallmarking: Enabling provisions have 

also been made for making hallmarking of 

the precious metal articles mandatory. 

iv. Simplified conformity: The Act also allows 

multiple type of simplified conformity 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ BUREAU OF INDIAN 

STANDARDS 

1. National standards authority 

has been established by which 

Act? ____________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

2. Which factor will be 

considered to make quality 

certification compulsory for 

any goods or article? ________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

3. Who can appoint an authority 

to look into conformity of 

products according to the 

standards laid? ____________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

4. Bureau of Indian Standards 

works under which ministry? 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – consider following statements regarding Competition Commission of 
India 
1. It was established by an Act of Parliament. 
2. There are state commissions and then there is a single central 

Competition Commission. 
3. One of its objective is to protect the interests of consumers. 

Choose the correct option from below 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3 
(c) 1 and 2 
(d) All are correct 
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assessment schemes including self-

declaration of conformity against a 

standard which will give simplified options 

to manufacturers to adhere to the 

standards and get certificate of 

conformity. 

v. Authority for verification: The Act enables 

the Central Government to appoint any 

authority/agency, in addition to the BIS, 

to verify the conformity of products and 

services to a standard and issue certificate 

of conformity.  

vi. Repair or recall: There is also a provision 

for repair or recall, including product 

liability of the products bearing Standard 

Mark but not conforming to the relevant 

Indian Standard. 

c. About Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS): - 

i. The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is the 

national Standards Body of India working 

under the aegis of Ministry of Consumer 

Affairs, Food & Public Distribution. 

ii. It is established by the Bureau of Indian 

Standards Act, 1986. 

iii. The Minister in charge of the Ministry or 

Department having administrative control 

of the BIS is the ex-officio President of the 

BIS. 

iv. As a corporate body, it has 25 members 

drawn from Central or State 

Governments, industry, scientific and 

research institutions, and consumer 

organisations. 

v. It also works as WTO-Technical Barriers to 

Trade enquiry point for India. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Bureau of India Standards (BIS) works under which Union ministry? 
(a) Ministry of Finance 
(b) Ministry of corporate Affairs 
(c) Ministry of MSMEs 
(d) None of these 
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5. 8TH REGIONAL 3R FORUM IN INDORE 

a. News: - The Eighth Regional 3R Forum in Asia and 

the Pacific is being held in Indore. 

b. About the 8th Regional 3R Forum: - 

i. It is being co-organised by the Ministry of 

Housing and Affairs, Government of India, 

the Ministry of the Environment of the 

Government of Japan (MOEJ), and the 

United Nations Centre for Regional 

Development (UNCRD). 

ii. The event will see participation of around 

40 mayors of cities around the world and 

mayors of more than 100 cities across 

India. 

iii. Theme: - “Achieving Clean Water, Clean 

Land and Clean Air through 3R and 

Resource Efficiency – A 21st Century Vision 

for Asia-Pacific Communities” 

c. About the forum: -  

i. It was established in 2009, the Regional 3R 

Forum in Asia was established at Japan’s 

proposal as a platform for broad 

cooperation on promotion of the 3Rs – 

reduce, reuse and recycle – in Asia. 

ii. After the fourth forum, it was decided to 

extend it and make it Asia and Pacific by 

the ‘Ha Noi 3R declaration - Sustainable 

3R Goals for Asia and the Pacific for 2013‐

2023.’ 

iii. ‘Ha Noi 3R declaration is a legally non-

binding and voluntary document which 

aims to provide a basic framework for 

Asia-Pacific countries to develop measures 

and programs to promote 3Rs including a 

set of 3R indicators for monitoring specific 

progress. 

iv. Members to this forum include central 

governments, international agencies, aid 

agencies, private sector entities, research 

bodies, NGOs and other relevant parties. 

 

 

 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ 8TH REGIONAL 3R FORUM 

1. Which three bodies organised 

Regional 3R Forum? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Write theme of the 8th 

Regional 3R Forum: -  

 

 

 

 

 

3. Which declaration made the 

Forum for Asia and Pacific? 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 
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6. SC UPHELD RIGHT TO CONVERT AS PART OF 

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS 

a. News: - The Supreme Court has held that a 

person’s right to choose a religion and marry is an 

intrinsic part of her meaningful existence. Neither 

the State nor “patriarchal supremacy” can 

interfere in her decision. 

b. Religious freedoms granted in the Constitution: - 

i. Right to freedom of religion is enshrined in 

Article 25-28 of the Indian Constitution. 

ii. Article 25 provides freedom of conscience 

and free profession, practice and 

propagation of religion. 

iii. Article 26 provides freedom to manage 

religious affairs. 

iv. Article 27 provides freedom from payment 

of taxes for promotion of any religion. 

v. Article 28 provides for attending religious 

instruction or worship in certain 

educational institutions. 

vi. Except these, even minorities rights 

mentioned in Article 29 and 30 cover any 

section of the citizens residing in any part 

of India having a distinct language, script or 

culture of its own, with right to conserve 

the same. 

vii. Article 25 does not allow force 

conversions, the word ‘propagate’ means 

‘to transmit or spread one’s religion by an 

exposition of its tenets’. 

 

 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ RIGHT TO CONVERT 

1. Re-write all the rights 

mentioned in the constitution 

granting religious freedom: - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Consider following statements regarding 3R Forum. 
1. 2018 edition of the forum took place in Bhutan. 
2. It was established on the initiative of ASEAN. 

Choose the correct statement(s) 
(a) Only 1 
(b) Only 2 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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7. REMOVAL OF CHIEF JUSTICE OF INDIA 

a. News: - The Congress and six other opposition 

parties have moved a notice for the impeachment 

of Chief Justice of India (CJI) Dipak Misra, accusing 

him of “misbehaviour” and “misusing” authority. 

b. Removal of Judges: -  

i. A judge of the Supreme Court can be 

removed from his office by an order of the 

President. 

ii. The President can issue the removal order 

only after an address by Parliament has 

been presented to him in the same session 

for such removal. 

iii. The address must be supported by a 

special majority of each House of 

Parliament (i.e. a majority of the total 

membership of that House and a majority 

of not less than two-thirds of the members 

of that House present and voting). 

iv. The grounds of removal are two – proved 

misbehaviour or incapacity 

v. The Judges Enquiry Act (1968) regulates 

the procedure relating to the removal of a 

judge of the Supreme Court by the process 

of impeachment: - 

1. A removal motion signed by 100 

members (Lok Sabha) or 50 

members (Rajya Sabha) is to be 

given to the Speaker/Chairman. 

2. The Speaker/ Chairman may 

admit the motion or refuse to 

admit it. 

3. It is admitted, then the Speaker/ 

Chairman is to constitute a three-

member committee to investigate 

into the charges. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ REMOVAL OF CHIEF JUSTICE 

OF INDIA 

1. Who is the present Chief 

Justice of India? ____________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

2. After whose order, a judge of a 

Supreme Court is considered 

removed? ________________ 

_________________________

_________________________ 

3. Support of how many MPs is 

required in Lok Sabha and 

Rajya Sabha to introduce a 

motion against removal of a 

Supreme Court judge? _______ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

4. Investigative committee 

consists of how many 

members? ________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Choose the correct statement from the options given below 
(a) Article 26 provides freedom of conscience and free profession, 

practice and propagation of religion. 
(b) Article 28 lays down provisions for attending religious instruction or 

worship in certain educational institutions. 
(c) Article 31 provides for writ jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. 
(d) Article 19 provides certain rights to a convict. 
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4. The committee should consist of 

(a) The chief justice or a judge of 

the Supreme Court, (b) a chief 

justice of a high court, and (c) a 

distinguished jurist. 

5. If the committee finds the judge 

to be guilty of misbehaviour or 

suffering from an incapacity, the 

House can take up the 

consideration of the motion. 

6. After the motion is passed by each 

House of Parliament by special 

majority, an address is presented 

to the President for removal of the 

judge. 

7. Finally, the President passes an 

order removing the judges. 

vi. An impeachment motion for the removal 

of a judge does not lapse on the 

dissolution of the Lok Sabha. 

vii. It is interesting to know that no judge of 

the Supreme Court has been impeached 

so far. 

8. E-VIDHAN PROJECT 

a. News: - Union Government has launched Central 

Project Monitoring Unit for e-Vidhan Project at 

Parliament House Annexe. 

b. About e-Vidhan project: - 

i. e-Vidhan is a mission mode project to 

digitize and make the functioning of State 

Legislatures in India paperless. 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – consider following statements regarding ‘removal of a supreme court 
judge’ 
1. She is removed on an order of the President of India. 
2. Ground on which a judge can be removed are not defined in the 

constitution. 
3. Removal motion lapses with dissolution of the Lok Sabha. 

Choose the correct option 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 
(c) 1 and 3 
(d) All are correct 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 
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ii. It is a part of the broader Digital India 

Programme of the Government and is 

likely to contribute to the cleanliness & 

environment by reducing the use of 

papers to a great extent. 

iii. The Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs is 

the Nodal Ministry for the project. 

c. Note: - Himachal Pradesh was the first state to 

implement e-Vidhan on pilot basis. 

9. ZONAL COUNCIL 

a. News: - The 23rd meeting of the Western Zonal 

Council headed by Union Home Minister, Shri 

Rajnath Singh was recently held at Gandhinagar, 

Gujarat. 

b. About zonal councils: - 

i. Zonal councils have been established by 

the Parliament to promote interstate 

cooperation and coordination. 

ii. They are statutory bodies established 

under the States Reorganisation Act 1956 

and not constitutional bodies. 

iii. They are only deliberative and advisory 

bodies. 

iv. There are 5 five Zonal councils namely: - 

1. The Northern Zonal Council, 

comprising the States of Haryana, 

Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & 

Kashmir, Punjab, Rajasthan, 

National Capital Territory of Delhi 

and Union Territory of Chandigarh. 

2. The Central Zonal Council, 

comprising the States of 

Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand, Uttar 

Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ E-VIDHAN PROJECT 

1. It is a mission mode project to 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_______________ 

2. Which ministry is the Nodal 

ministry for e-Vidhan Project. 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

 

 

 

➢ ZONAL COUNCIL 

1. By which Act were the Zonal 

Councils established? _______ 

________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

2. How many Zonal councils are 

there? ___________________ 

_________________________ 

3. Why were they established? 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

4. Who acts as the Vice-Chairman 

of a Zonal Council? _________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – which state was the first to implement e-vidhan project on pilot basis 
(a) Punjab 
(b) Tamil Nadu 
(c) Himachal Pradesh 
(d) West Bengal 
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3. The Eastern Zonal Council, comprising the States of Bihar, 

Jharkhand, Orissa, and West Bengal. 

4. The Western Zonal Council, comprising the States of Goa, Gujarat, 

Maharashtra and the Union Territories of Daman & Diu and Dadra & 

Nagar Haveli. 

5. The Southern Zonal Council, comprising the States of Andhra 

Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and the Union Territory of 

Puducherry. 

v. Composition of the Council: - 

1. Chairman – The Union Home Minister is the Chairman of each of 

these Councils. 

2. Vice Chairman – The Chief Ministers of the States included in each 

zone act as Vice-Chairman of the Zonal Council for that zone by 

rotation, each holding office for a period of one year at a time.  

3. Members- Chief Minister and two other Ministers as nominated by 

the Governor from each of the States and two members from Union 

Territories included in the zone. 

4. Advisers- One person nominated by the NITI Aayog for each of the 

Zonal Councils, Chief Secretaries and another officer/Development 

Commissioner nominated by each of the States included in the 

Zone. 

5. Union Ministers are also invited to participate in the meetings of 

Zonal Councils depending upon necessity 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Consider following statements about Zonal Councils 
1. The chairman of each of the zonal council is the Union Home Minister. 
2. Any Union Minister can be invited to a Zonal Council meeting. 
3. For Western Zonal Council, Vice-Chiarman can be from the state of Maharashtra. 

Choose the correct statement(s) from the options given below 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 
(c) 1 and 3 
(d) All are correct 
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D. SOCIAL 

1. POSHAN ABHIYAAN 

a. News: - Targets have been set under the POSHAN 

Abhiyaan by the Government. 

b. About POSHAN Abhiyaan: - 

i. POSHAN Abhiyaan was launched on March 

8,2018, International Women’s day to 

boost nutrition among children and 

women. 

ii. The Abhiyaan targets to reduce stunting, 

under-nutrition, anaemia (among young 

children, women and adolescent girls) 

and reduce low birth weight. 

c. Targets under POSHAN Abhiyaan: - 

i. Prevent and reduce stunting in children (0-

6years) by 6% @ 2% p.a. 

ii. Prevent and reduce under-nutrition 

(underweight prevalence) in children (0-6 

years) by 6% @ 2% p.a. 

iii. Reduce the prevalence of anaemia among 

young Children(6-59 months) by 9% @ 3% 

p.a. 

iv. Reduce the prevalence of anaemia among 

Women and Adolescent Girls in the age 

group of 15-49 years by 9% @ 3% p.a. 

v. Reduce Low Birth Weight (LBW) by 6% @ 

2% p.a. 

 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ POSHAN ABHIYAAN 

1. Poshan Abhiyaan was launched 

on which International 

celebratory day? ___________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

2. The Poshan Abhiyaan targets 

to reduce ________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Which of the following is not a target of Poshan Abhiyaan launched by 
the government of India on International Women’s day? 
(a) To reduce stunting in children 
(b) Prevent and reduce communicable diseases spread among children 
(c) Reduce prevalence of anaemic among young children 
(d) Reduce Low Birth Weight. 
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2. PRADHAN MANTRI MATRU VANDANA YOJANA 

(PMMVY) 

a. News: - The Ministry of Women and Child 

Development has made total payment of Rs. 

271.66 crores to 11,47,386 beneficiaries under 

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY). 

b. About Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana 

(PMMVY): - 

i. Pradhan Mantri Matritva Vandana Yojana 

(PMMVY) is a maternity benefit scheme. 

ii. The scheme is a conditional cash transfer 

scheme for pregnant and lactating 

women of 19 years of age or above for 

first two live births. 

iii. The scheme is available to all Pregnant 

Women & Lactating Mothers (PW&LM) 

except those in regular employment with 

the Central Government or State 

Government or Public-Sector Undertaking 

or those who are in receipt of similar 

benefits under any law for the time being 

in force. 

iv. The scheme is a Centrally Sponsored 

Scheme under which cost sharing ratio 

between the Centre and the States & UTs 

with Legislature is 60:40 while for North-

Eastern States & three Himalayan States; it 

is 90:10. It is 100% Central assistance for 

Union Territories without Legislature. 

c. Objectives of PMMVY: - 

i. Providing partial compensation for the 

wage loss in terms of cash incentives so 

that the woman can take adequate rest 

before and after delivery of the first living 

child. 

ii. The cash incentive provided would lead to 

improved health seeking behaviour 

amongst the Pregnant Women and 

Lactating Mothers (PW&LM). 

d. Working: - 

i. Under PMMVY, a cash incentive of ` 

5000/- would be provided directly in the 

account of Pregnant Women and Lactating 

Mothers(PW&LM) for first living child of 

the family subject to their fulfilling specific 

conditions relating to Maternal and Child 

Health. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ PRADHAN MANTRI MATRU 

VANDANA YOJANA (PMMVY) 

1. It is a ____________________ 

_________ benefit scheme. 

2. Minimum age for eligibility is 

_________________________

_________________________ 

3. The Scheme is available to __ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 
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ii. The eligible beneficiaries would receive the 

remaining cash incentives as per approved 

norms towards maternity benefit under 

Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) after 

institutional delivery so that on an 

average, a woman will get ` 6000/- . 

iii. It is a direct benefit transfer scheme. 

iv. The focal point of implementation of 

PMMVY would be the Anganwadi Centre 

(AWC) and ASHA/ANM workers. 

v. Cash incentives in three instalments: - 

1. first instalment of ` 1000/- on 

early registration of pregnancy at 

the Anganwadi Centre (AWC)/ 

approved Health facility as may be 

identified by the respective 

administering State/ UT 

2. Second instalment of ` 2000/- 

after six months of pregnancy on 

receiving at east one ante-natal 

check-up (ANC) and 

3. Third instalment of ` 2000/- after 

child birth is registered and the 

child has received the first cycle of 

BCG, OPV, DPT and Hepatitis-B, or 

its equivalent/ substitute. 

 

 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Consider following statements regarding ‘Pradhan Mantri Matru 
Vandana Yojana’ 
1. It covers both pregnant and lactating mothers. 
2. The scheme is only for first two live births. 
3. Central and State government employees are not its beneficiaries. 
4. It provides partial compensation for the wage loss in terms of cash 

incentives. 
Choose the correct statement(s) from the given options 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1,2 and 3 
(c) 1, 3 and 4 
(d) All are correct 



 

29 
 

3. PROJECT DHOOP: ADDRESS ‘VITAMIN D’ 

DEFICIENCIES 

a. News: - To address rising incidence of Vitamin ‘D’ 

Deficiencies (VDD), particularly amongst the young 

people, FSSAI has launched a unique initiative, 

‘Project Dhoop’ in association with NCERT, NDMC 

and North MCD Schools. 

b. About Project Dhoop: - 

i. Project Dhoop urges schools to shift their 

morning assembly to noon time, mainly 

between 11am and 1pm to ensure 

maximum absorption of Vitamin D in 

students through natural sunlight. 

c. Significance: - 

i. Micronutrients including vitamins are 

needed by people in only very small 

amounts, but these are the “magic wands” 

that enable the body to produce 

enzymes, hormones and other substances 

essential for proper growth and 

development. 

 

4. MAA PROGRAMME 

a. News: - The World Health Organisation (WHO) and 

the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) have 

issued a new 10-step guidance to increase support 

for breastfeeding in health facilities that provide 

maternity and new-born services. 

b. About MAA Programme: - 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Consider following statements regarding Vitamin D. 
1. The main source of Vitamin D is sunlight. 
2. Vitamin D also occurs naturally in some foods. 
3. Vitamin D is essential for strong bones. 
4. FSSAI has launched ‘Project Dhoop’ to address deficiency of Vitamin D 

Choose the correct option 
(a) Only 1 
(b) 1 and 2 
(c) 1 and 3 
(d) All are correct 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ PROJECT DHOOP 

1. Project Dhoop addresses 

deficiency of? _____________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 
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i. To intensify the efforts further for 

promotion of breastfeeding, the Health 

Ministry has initiated a nationwide 

programme called “MAA-Mother’s 

Absolute Affection’’ to bring undiluted 

focus on promotion of breastfeeding and 

provision of services towards supporting 

breastfeeding, along with ongoing efforts 

of routine health systems. 

ii. The key components of the MAA 

programme are awareness generation, 

promotion of breastfeeding & inter 

personal counselling at community level, 

skilled support for breastfeeding at 

delivery points and monitoring and Award/ 

recognition of health facility. 

iii. Under this programme, ASHA has been 

incentivized for reaching out to pregnant 

and lactating mothers and provide 

information on benefits and techniques of 

successful breastfeeding during 

interpersonal communication.  

iv. ANMs at all sub-centres and health 

personnel at all delivery points are being 

trained for providing skilled support to 

mothers referred with issues related to 

breastfeeding. 

v. Under NHM, funding support has been 

recommended for all States and UTs for 

successful implementation of the MAA 

programme. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ MAA PROGRAMME 

1. MAA programme deals with? 
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________ 

2. MAA Programme is an initiative 
of which ministry? 
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________ 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – MAA programme is for: - 
(a) Promoting breastfeeding 
(b) Reducing Maternal Mortality Rate 
(c) Improving labour room infrastructure 
(d) Involving family in infant health care 
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5. POCSO E-BOX 

a. News: - To equip the children with the information 

regarding the possible modes of 

protection/complaints, the National Council Of 

Educational Research And Training (NCERT) has 

published the information regarding Childline 

(1098) 24×7 Helpline for children and POCSO e-box 

on the back side of the front cover of all course 

books from Class 6 to Class 12. 

b. About POCSO e-Box: - 

i. Protection of Children from Sexual 

Offences (POCSO), e-Box, is an online 

complaint management system for easy 

and direct reporting of sexual offences 

against children and timely action against 

the offenders under the POCSO Act, 2012. 

ii. E-Box is very simple to operate and will 

help to maintain the confidentiality of the 

complaint. 

c. About POCSO Act: - 

i. Being concerned about offences against 

children, the Government enacted POCSO 

Act, 2012 to protect them from offences of 

sexual assault, sexual harassment and 

pornography, while safeguarding the 

interest of the child at every stage of the 

judicial process. 

ii. This is achieved by incorporating child 

friendly mechanisms for reporting, 

recording of evidence, investigation and 

speedy trial of offences through 

designated Special Courts. 

iii. Any human being up to the age of 18 years 

is recognised as a child under the POCSO 

Act. 

d. Relatable initiative for protection of women: - 

She-Box (Sexual Harassment electronic Box) is an 

effort of GoI to provide a single window access to 

every woman, irrespective of her work status, 

whether working in organised or unorganised, 

private or public sector, to facilitate the 

registration of complaint related to sexual 

harassment. Any woman facing sexual harassment 

at workplace can register their complaint through 

this portal. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ POCSO E-BOX 

1. What is POCSO e-Box? 

 

 

 

 

2. For whom is this POCSO e-Box 

created? 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

 

3. POCSO Act deals with? 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

 

 

4. Till what age POCSO Act 

recognises a person as a child? 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 
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6. STUDY IN INDIA PROGRAMME 

a. News: - With an aim to provide students across the 

world an opportunity to study in Indian 

educational institutions, the Union HRD Ministry 

has launched “Study in India” programme. 

b. About the “Study in India” programme: - 

i. The “Study in India’ is an innovative 

initiative to attract students from countries 

in South Asia, South-East Asia, Middle 

East and Africa to come and experience 

the very best of academic learning from 

the top institutions in India. 

ii. Under the programme, meritorious 

students would also be provided with fee 

waiver and scholarship. 

iii. The Institute concerned will bear the 

expenditure on the fee waiver based on 

cross-subsidisation or through its existing 

funding. 

iv. One of the objectives for the programme is 

to improve global ranking for Indian 

educational institutes. 

v. This will be achieved through systematic 

brand-building, identifying quality 

institutions for receiving the students, 

creating suitable infrastructure and 

facilitation structures. 

 

 

 

         PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – You just bought a new class 7th  History NCERT book, on the back side 
of the front cover you notice an informatic about a government 
initiative. Which initiative is this? 
(a) MAA Programme 
(b) Mission Indradhanush 
(c) Beti Bachao, Beti padao 
(d) POCSO e-Box 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ STUDY IN INDIA PROGRAMME 

1. It is an initiative of which 

ministry? _________________ 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

2. Which countries are targeted 

under this programme? 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

3. What special would be 

provided for meritorious 

students? 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 
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E. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

1. 2nd LEAD-UP CONFERENCE OF ASIAN 

INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT BANK (AIIB) 

a. News: - Second lead-up Conference to 3rd Annual 

Meeting of Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

(AIIB) on ‘Enhancing Port and Coastal 

Infrastructure’ is being held Visakhapatnam. 

b. About the Conference: - 

i. It is being organised by the Ministry of 

Finance in collaboration with AIIB, CII and 

Research and Infrastructure System (RIS) 

for Developing Countries. 

ii. It will deal with issues relating to trade 

promotion through sea route, building up 

robust port & coastal infrastructure and 

revising & relaxing maritime regulatory 

issues to promote blue economy in India. 

c. About Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

(AIIB): - 

i. It is a multilateral development bank 

established by government of China. 

ii. It aims to support the building of 

infrastructure in the Asia-Pacific region. 

iii. It has its headquarters in Beijing, China. 

iv. The capital of the bank is $100 billion, 

equivalent to 2/3 of the capital of the 

Asian Development Bank and about half 

that of the World Bank. 

v. China will remain the biggest shareholder 

in the bank (India second largest), and the 

shares of non-Asian countries will be 

restricted to 25% of the total. 

vi. China is the largest shareholder with 

26.06% voting shares. India is the second 

largest shareholder with 7.5% voting 

shares followed by Russia (5.93%) and 

Germany (4.5%). 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ ASIAN INFRASTRUCTURE 

INVESTMENT BANK 

1. AIIB is a multilateral 

development bank established 

by 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

2. India is the ____________ 

largest shareholder in the 

bank. 

3. Shares of non-Asian countries 

will be restricted to ________ 

4. Total capital of the bank is 

_____ of the World Bank. 
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2. ORGANISATION FOR THE PROHIBITION OF CHEMICAL 

WEAPONS (OPCW) 

a. News: - Moscow has requested talks at the 

Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical 

Weapons (OPCW) regarding allegations on use of 

deadly nerve agent used to poison a former Russian 

spy. 

b. About Organisation Prohibition of Chemical 

Weapons (OPCW): -  

i. The OPCW is an independent, autonomous 

international organisation with a working 

relationship with the United Nations. 

ii. The Organisation for the Prohibition of 

Chemical Weapons is the implementing 

body of the Chemical Weapons Convention 

(CWC), which entered into force in 1997. 

iii. As of today, OPCW has 192 Member States, 

who are working together to achieve a 

world free of chemical weapons. 

iv. The organisation was awarded the 2013 

Nobel Peace Prize “for its extensive efforts 

to eliminate chemical weapons”. 

c. The Chemical Weapons Convention prohibits: - 

i. Developing, producing, acquiring, 

stockpiling, or retaining chemical weapons. 

ii. The direct or indirect transfer of chemical 

weapons. 

iii. Chemical weapons use or military 

preparation for use. 

iv. Assisting, encouraging, or inducing other 

states to engage in CWC-prohibited activity. 

v. The use of riot control agents “as a method 

of warfare.” 

          PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Consider following statements about Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB). 
(1) It was established by BRICS nations. 
(2) The capital of the bank is 2/3 of the capital of the World Bank. 
(3) China remains the largest shareholder in this bank. 

Choose the correct statement(s) from the options given below 
(a) 1 and 2 
(b) Only 2 
(c) Only 3 
(d) All statements are correct 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ ORGANISATION FOR THE 

PROHIBITION OF CHEMICAL 

WEAPONS (POCW) 

1. Is the organisation affiliated 

with UN or independent? ____ 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

2. Which organisation was given 

the Nobel Peace Prize in 2013 

and for what? 
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3. PAKISTAN OBJECTS KISHANGANGA PROJECT 

a. News: - Pakistan has filed a complaint with World 

Bank regarding India’s Kishanganga hydropower 

project. 

b. Some of the projects on which Pakistan has raised 

objection are: - 

 

Name of the 

Project 

River Capacity 

Pakal Dul Marusadar 

river, 

tributary of 

Chenab 

1000 MW 

Ratle Chenab 

River 

850 MW 

Kishanganga Jhelum 

River 

330 MW 

Miyar Chenab 

River 

120 MW 

Lower Kalnai Lower 

Kalnai 

Nalla, 

tributary of 

Chenab 

48 MW 

c. About Indus Waters Treaty: - 

i. It is a water-distribution treaty between India 

and Pakistan, brokered by the World Bank. 

ii. The treaty was signed in Karachi on Sept 19, 

1960 by the then Prime Minister of India 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and then President 

of Pakistan Ayub Khan. 

iii. According to this agreement, control over the 

water flowing in three “Eastern” rivers of 

India – The Beas, The Ravi and the Sutlej – 

was given to India, while control over the 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

[Sidebars are great for calling out 

important points from your text or 

adding additional info for quick 

reference, such as a schedule. 

They are typically placed on the 

left, right, top or bottom of the 

page. But you can easily drag them 

to any position you prefer. 

When you’re ready to add your 

content, just click here and start 

typing.] 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ KISHANGANGA PROJECT 

1. Draw Indus and its tributaries 

in sequence from North to 

South. 

2. Also list below left and right 

bank tributaries of Indus river. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – The Chemical Weapons Convention prohibits which of the following 
1. Development of chemical weapons. 
2. Chemical weapons use by the military. 
3. Promotion of Chemicals in scientific research. 
4. Use of tear-gas during riots. 

Choose the correct statement(s) from the options given below 
(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 1 and 4 
(c) 3 and 4 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
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waters of three “Western” rivers of India – 

The Indus, The Chenab and the Jhelum – to 

Pakistan. 

iv. The treaty allowed India to use western rivers 

water for limited irrigation use and 

unrestricted use for power generation, 

domestic, industrial and non-consumptive 

uses such as navigation, floating of property, 

fish culture etc. 

 

4. INDIA-MYANMAR-THAILAND (IMT) TRILATERAL 

HIGHWAY 

a. News: - Work on the 1000 Km-long India-

Myanmar- Thailand (IMT) Highway has started 

with NHAI signing an agreement to upgrade the 

Yagi-Kalewa section of the India-Myanmar 

Friendship Road in Myanmar. 

b. Significance: -  

i. This is National Highway Authority of 

India’s first International project. 

ii. The project is being funded by Ministry of 

External Affairs, Government of India. 

iii. The highway will facilitate easy movement 

of goods and people among the three 

countries. 

iv. IMT Trilateral Highway will run from 

Moreh in Manipur to Mae Sot in Thailand 

via Myanmar. 

 

 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Kishanganga river is the tributary of which river? 
1. Godavari 
2. Jhelum 
3. Kosi 
4. Brahmaputra 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ IMT TRILATERAL HIGHWAY 

1. It is ___________________ 

first International project. 

2. The IMT trilateral highway’s 

coordinating and funding body 

from India is ______________ 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 
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5. ASIAN PREMIUM 

a. News: - India is planning to coordinate with China 

and other Asian countries to voice against the 

“Asian Premium” being charged by the 

Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 

(OPEC). 

b. About Asian premium: - 

i. Asian Premium is the extra charge being 

collected by OPEC countries from Asian 

countries when selling oil. 

ii. The premium is determined in large part 

by the official selling prices (OSPs) set by 

Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, and Kuwait, 

which supply about 15 percent of the 

world’s crude among them. 

iii. They set differential prices against 

benchmarks on a monthly basis, adjusting 

them to account for regional variations.  

c. Importance for India: - 

i. India, which sources 85% of its crude oil 

supplies from OPEC member countries, 

wants producers to offer discounts rather 

than charge a premium, as today it has 

become buyer’s market. 

d. Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting 

Countries (OPEC): - 

i. The Organization of the Petroleum 

Exporting Countries (OPEC) is a 

permanent, intergovernmental 

Organization, created at the Baghdad 

Conference in September 1960, by Iran, 

Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ ASIAN PREMIUM 

1. For which commodity is Asian 

Premium defined? ________ 

_________________________

_________________________ 

2. The price is set on __________ 

_________________________ 

basis. 

3. Observe carefully the location 

and countries part of OPEC. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Make a list of countries which 

are part of OPEC but are 

located away from Arabia. 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Which of the following project(s) will help India boost its cultural and 
economic ties with its neighbors? 
1. BBIN motor vehicle agreement. 
2. IMT Trilateral Highway 
3. Delaram – Zaranj Highway project 

Choose the correct statement(s) from the given options 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 2 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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ii. Currently, the Organization has a total of 

14 Member Countries. 

iii. OPEC has its headquarters in Vienna, 

Austria, since September 1, 1965. 

iv. OPEC’s objective is to co-ordinate and 

unify petroleum policies among Member 

Countries, in order to secure fair and 

stable prices for petroleum producers; an 

efficient, economic and regular supply of 

petroleum to consuming nations; and a fair 

return on capital to those investing in the 

industry. 

6. PEACE MISSION 2018 

a. News: - It is a multi-nation counter-terror exercise 

that will take place under the framework of 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation. 

b. About the exercise: -  

i. The main aim of the exercise will be to 

enhance counter-terror cooperation 

among the eight SCO member countries.  

ii. Peace Mission exercises are held once in 

two years. 

iii. This year’s exercises will be the 10th 

edition. 

iv. The last time, it was held in 2016 in 

Kyrgyztan. 

v. The 2018 edition will be held in the Ural 

mountains of Russia. 

c. Notable fact: - In a first, India and Pakistan will be 

part of this exercise. It will be for the first time 

since Independence that India and Pakistan will 

both be part of a military exercise, though the 

armies of the two nations have worked together in 

UN peace keeping missions. 

[Sidebar Title] 

[Sidebars are great for calling out 

important points from your text or 

adding additional info for quick 

reference, such as a schedule. 

They are typically placed on the 

left, right, top or bottom of the 

page. But you can easily drag them 

to any position you prefer. 

When you’re ready to add your 

content, just click here and start 

typing.] 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – ‘Asian Premium’, a term seen in news is related: - 
(a) Agro Products 
(b) Crude oil 
(c) Local governmental subsidies provided by Asian countries 
(d) None of the above. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ PEACE MISSION 2018 

1. Peace Mission is a multi-

national counter-terrorism 

exercise organised by _______ 

_________________________

_________________________ 

2. Where is 2018 edition taking 

place? ____________________ 

_________________________ 

3. India and Pakistan became 

member of SCO in which year? 

_________________________ 
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d. About Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO): - 

i. The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) is a Eurasian political, 

economic, and security organisation, the creation of which was announced 

on 15 June 2001 in Shanghai, China by the leaders 

of China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Which of the following country is not part of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)? 
(a) China 
(b) India 
(c) Mongolia 
(d) Kazakhstan 
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F. ECONOMY 

1. PRADHAN MANTRI FASAL BIMA YOJANA 

a. News: - The Centre has allowed states to set up 

their own insurance companies for implementing 

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY). 

b. About the Scheme: -  

i. The PMFBY was launched to compensates 

farmers for any losses in crop yield. In the 

event of a crop loss, the farmer will be 

paid based on the difference between the 

threshold yield and actual yield. 

ii. The scheme is being administered by 

Ministry of Agriculture. 

iii. Under this the Farmers pay premium of 

just: - 

1. 2 per cent of the sum insured for 

all kharif crops 

2. 1.5 per cent of it for all Rabi crops. 

3. 5 per cent of sum covered for 

Horticulture and Commercial 

crops. 

iv. The threshold yield is calculated based on 

average yield for the last seven years and 

the extent of compensation is set 

according to the degree of risk for the 

notified crop. 

v. The scheme is compulsory for farmers 

who have availed of institutional loans. 

vi. The scheme insures farmers against a wide 

range of external risks — droughts, dry 

spells, floods, inundation, pests and 

diseases, landslides, natural fire and 

lightning, hailstorms, cyclones, typhoons, 

tempests, hurricanes and tornadoes. 

vii. The scheme also covers post-harvest 

losses up to a period of 14 days. 

viii. The scheme is implemented by 

empanelled general insurance companies. 

Selection of Implementing Agency (IA) is 

done by the concerned State Government 

through bidding. 

 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ PRADHAN MANTRI FASAL 

BIMA YOJANA 

1. Which ministry is the 

administration authority of 

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 

Yojana? 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

 

2. Write premium of crops as 

mentioned in the scheme 

 

 

 

3. How is the average yield 

calculated? 

 

 

 

4. This scheme is compulsory for 

farmers who have 

_________________________

_________________________ 
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2. NATIONAL INSTITUTIONAL RANKING FRAMEWORK 

RANKINGS 2018 

a. News: - NIRF Indian Rankings 2018 was the third 

edition of the rankings that were introduced in the 

year 2016. 

b. About NIRF: - 

i.  The National Institutional Ranking 

Framework (NIRF) outlines a methodology 

to rank institutions across the country. 

ii. The parameters for ranking broadly cover 

“Teaching, Learning and Resources,” 

“Research and Professional Practices,” 

“Graduation Outcomes,” “Outreach and 

Inclusivity,” and “Perception”. 

iii. The 2018 rankings include nine different 

categories-overall, universities, 

engineering, colleges, management, 

pharmacy, medical, architecture, and law. 

iv. Out of which sections like medical, 

architecture and law have been 

introduced this year. 

v. Significance of NIRF: -  Ranking promotes 

competition among the Universities and 

drive them to strive for excellence. The 

rankings assume significance as 

performance of institutions has been 

linked with “Institutions of Eminence” 

scheme. 

c. Institutions of Eminence scheme: -  

i. The institutes of eminence scheme under 

the Union human resource development 

(HRD) ministry aims to project Indian 

institutes to global recognition. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ NATIONAL INSTITUTIONAL 

RANKING FRAMEWORK 

1. Parameters for ranking are: -  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Nine different categories that 

are in the NIRF 2018 are 

 

 

 

3. Categories introduced  

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Consider the following statements about Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 
Yojana 
1. Ministry of Agriculture is its administrative authority. 
2. 5 percent premium is fixed for Horticulture crops. 
3. The threshold yield is calculated based on average yield for the last 

seven years. 
Choose the correct statement(s) from the following options 
(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 1 only 
(c) 1 and 3 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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ii. The 20 selected institutes will enjoy 

complete academic and administrative 

autonomy. 

iii. The government will run 10 of these and 

they will receive special funding.  

iv. The selection shall be made through 

challenge method mode by the 

Empowered Expert Committee constituted 

for the purpose.  

v. Only higher education institutions 

currently placed in the top 500 of global 

rankings or top 50 of the National 

Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) 

are eligible to apply for the eminence tag. 

vi. The private Institutions of Eminence can 

also come up as greenfield ventures 

provided the sponsoring organisation 

submits a convincing perspective plan for 

15 years. 

3. SIDBI’S VIRTUAL ASSISTANT – SAMRIDHI 

a. News: - SIDBI has launched ‘Samridhi- The virtual 

assistant’ on its foundation day. 

b. About Samridhi – The Virtual Assistant: - 

i. It will answer standard queries of aspirants 

24*7. 

c. About Small Industries Development Bank of 

India: - 

i. Small Industries Development Bank of 

India(SIDBI) is the principal development 

financial institution in India 

headquartered at Lucknow with branches 

all over India. 

ii. Set up on April 2, 1990 through an Act of 

Parliament, SIDBI acts as the Principal 

Financial Institution for the Promotion, 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

[Sidebars are great for calling out 

important points from your text or 

adding additional info for quick 

reference, such as a schedule. 

They are typically placed on the 

left, right, top or bottom of the 

page. But you can easily drag them 

to any position you prefer. 

When you’re ready to add your 

content, just click here and start 

typing.] 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Which of the following categories was introduced for the first time in 
2018 National Institutional Ranking Framework? 
(a) Universities 
(b) Engineering 
(c) Medical 
(d) Pharmacy 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ SAMRIDHI 

1. SIDBI’s Samridhi is a ________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 
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Financing and Development of the Micro, 

Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) 

sector and for co-ordination of functions 

of institutions engaged in similar activities. 

iii. The shares of SIDBI are held by the 

Government of India and 29 other 

institutions / public sector banks / 

insurance companies owned / controlled 

by the Central Government. 

iv. Some of these initiatives include: 

1. SIDBI Make in India Soft Loan 

Fund for Micro, Small & Medium 

Enterprises (SMILE) under the 

'Make in India' Programme. 

2. Digital initiatives like setting up of 

web portals, viz. 

“www.sidbistartupmitra.in” to 

connect start-up entrepreneurs 

with stakeholders, viz. incubators, 

mentors, angel networks, venture 

capital funds, etc. 

3. Stand-Up India initiative. 

4. Startup Mitra: - As part of 

upscaling its initiative to address 

gaps in the start-up ecosystem, 

SIDBI created an online platform 

"www.sidbistartupmitra.in. The 

objective was to bring all 

stakehoders, startup 

entrepreneurs, incubators, 

investors (Angel network/ Venture 

Capital Funds), industry bodies, 

mentors/ advisors, banks on this 

electronic platform in order to 

meet the financing and other 

needs of the early stage and start-

up enterprises. 

5. Udyami Mitra: - In order to create 

institutional solutions to problems 

of access to credit being faced by 

MSMEs in India, SIDBI set up the 

biggest loan portal 

www.udyamimitra.in  to facilitate 

anywhere anytime (net and 

mobile enabled) access to MUDRA 

loans upto Rs.10 lakh, Stand-up 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ SIDBI’s initiatives 

1. List the programmes supported 

by SIDBI. 
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India loans of more than Rs.10 

lakh and upto Rs.100 lakh and 

MSME loans upto Rs.200 lakh. 

 

4. CHAR DHAM PROJECT 

a. News: - Ministry of road, transport and highway 

(MORTH) is doing widening of roads in 

Uttarakhand under Char Dham Project. 

b. About Chardham project: - 

i. The project involves developing and 

widening 900-km of national highways 

connecting the holy Hindu pilgrimage sites 

of: - 

1. Badrinath 

2. Kedarnath 

3. Gangotri, and 

4. Yamunotri 

ii. The roads will be widened from 12m to 

24m and the project will involve 

construction of tunnels, bypasses, bridges 

and subways. 

 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – SIDBI supports government in which of the following 
programmes? 
1. Make in India 
2. Stand up India 
3. Digital India 
4. MUDRA loans 

Choose the correct option 
(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 1 and 4 
(c) 1, 2 and 4 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ CHAR DHAM PROJECT 

1. Which holy Hindu pilgrimage 

sites are enlisted in Char Dham 

Project? 
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5. 16TH INTERNATIONAL ENERGY FORUM 

a. News: - India is hosting the 16thInternational 

Energy Forum (IEF) Ministerial Meeting in New 

Delhi. 

b. About the IEF Ministerial meeting: - 

i. The IEF Ministerial meetings are informal 

dialogues, at both the political and 

technical levels, aimed to improve policy 

and investment decisions, and through 

increased knowledge and experience 

sharing. 

ii. The biennial IEF Ministerial Meetings are 

the world’s largest gathering of Energy 

Ministers who engage in a dialogue on 

global energy issues. 

c. About International Energy Forum (IEF): - 

i. The International Energy Forum (IEF) is an 

inter-governmental arrangement set up in 

1991. 

ii. It is based in Riyadh. 

iii. Functions: It serves as a neutral facilitator 

of informal, open, informed and 

continuing global energy dialogue among 

its members comprising of energy 

producing and energy consuming states, 

including transit countries.  

iv. Members: There are 72-member 

countries of IEF, including India, covering 

all six continents, which are signatories to 

the Charter of the IEF. 

v. Its membership accounts for 90% of 

global supply and demand for oil and gas.  

vi. Executive board: The Executive Board (EB) 

set up in 2002 comprising of 31 designated 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ INTERNATIONAL ENERGY 

FORUM 

1. Is International Energy Forum a 

formal dialogue or an informal 

dialogue? 

 

 

2. IEF Ministerial meetings take 

place after ____________ 

years. 

 

3. Where is International Energy 

Forum based? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Project Char Dham is for 
(a) Widening of roads 
(b) Boosting foreign tourism to holy hindu temples 
(c) Part of UDAAN Scheme 
(d) None of these 
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representatives of Ministers of the 

member states comprise the governing 

board of IEF. 

vii. It meets twice a year. 

viii. International Energy Agency (IEA) and 

Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting 

Countries (OPEC) are non-voting 

members of the Executive Board.  

ix. The EB is chaired by the Host State of the 

next biennial Mini  sterial Meeting.  

x. Currently, India is the Chair of the 

Executive Board of IEF. 

xi. By virtue of being among the top 11 

largest consumers of oil and gas (India is 

presently 4th), India has been the 

Permanent Member of the Executive 

Board since its set-up in 2002. 

xii. India had earlier hosted the 5th IEF 

Ministerial in 1996 at Goa. 

6. UTTAM APP FOR COAL QUALITY MONITORING 

a. News: - The government has launched Unlocking 

Transparency by Third Party Assessment of Mined 

(UTTAM) App for Coal Quality Monitoring. 

b. Details about the App: - 

i. The Ministry of Coal and Coal India 

Limited (CIL) has developed the App. 

ii. It aims to provide an App for all citizens 

and coal consumers to monitor the 

process of Third Party Sampling of coal 

across CIL subsidiaries. 

iii. UTTAM App ensures accountability, 

transparency, effectiveness and efficiency 

in coal ecosystem. 

iv. It provides a platform for monitoring of 

sampling and coal dispatches. 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Where is the headquarter of International Energy Forum located? 
(a) India 
(b) Iran 
(c) Saudi Arabia 
(d) France 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ UTTAM APP  

1. The app is for _____________ 

_________________________

_________________________ 

2. The App provides information 

to ______________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 
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7. VAN DHAN VIKAS KENDRA 

a. News: - The Ministry of Tribal affairs has 

approved establishment of the first multipurpose 

“Van Dhan Vikas Kendra” on pilot basis for 

establishment in Bijapur  District of Chhattisgarh 

State for providing skill upgradation and capacity 

building training and setting up of primary 

processing and value addition facility. 

b. Thought behind the scheme: - 

i. Minor Forest Produce (MFP) is a major 

source of livelihood for tribals living in 

forest areas.  The importance of MFPs for 

this section of the society can be gauged 

from the fact that around 100 million 

forest dwellers depend on MFPs for food, 

shelter, medicines and cash income. 

ii. It provides them critical subsistence 

during the lean seasons, particularly for 

primitive tribal groups such as hunter 

gatherers, and the landless. 

iii. Tribals derive 20-40% of their annual 

income from MFP on which they spend 

major portion of their time. 

iv. This activity has strong linkage to 

women’s financial empowerment as most 

of the MFPs are collected and used/sold 

by women. 

v. MFP sector has the potential to create 

about 10 million workdays annually in the 

country. 

c. About the Kendras: - 

i. This first model Van Dhan Vikas Kendra is 

being implemented for training of 300 

beneficiaries with a total outlay of Rs 

43.38 lakhs for training, providing 

equipment & tools for primary level 

processing and infrastructure & building 

for housing the Kendra. 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – UTTAM App recently launched by the government deals with 
(a) Skill Development 
(b) Coal quality monitoring 
(c) Electrification monitoring 
(d) Minority institutional development 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ VAN DHAN VIKAR KENDRA 

1. Which ministry has established 

Van Dhan Vikas Kendra? 

 

 

 

2. In which state the first Van 

Dhan Vikas Kendra has been 

established? 

 

 

 

3. Can timber be called a Minor 

Forest Produce? 
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ii. It provides skill upgradation and capacity 

building training and setting up of 

primary processing and value addition 

facility. 

iii. The selection of the tribal beneficiaries 

and formation of the SHGs under this has 

been undertaken by TRIFED. 

iv. This Kendra to start with will have 

processing facility for Tamarind brick 

making process, Mahua flower storage 

facility and chironjee cleaning and 

packaging. 

d. About some Tribal products: - 

i. Tamarind tree produce: - 

1. Tamarind is a leguminous 

tree indigenous to tropical 

Africa, but has been cultivated 

for so long on the Indian 

subcontinent that it is sometimes 

reported to be indigenous there. 

2. In is known by the name of ‘Imli’ 

in the Indian subcontinent. 

3. The tamarind tree produces pod-

like fruit, which contain an 

edible pulp that is used in 

cuisines around the world 

4. Other uses of the pulp include 

traditional medicine and metal 

polish. 

5. The wood can be used for 

woodworking, and tamarind 

seed oil can be extracted from 

the seeds.  

ii. Mahua Tree produce: - 

1. Mahua longifolia is 

an Indian tropical tree found 

largely in the central and north 

Indian plains and forests. 

2. It is a fast-growing tree that 

grows to approximately 20 

meters in height, possesses 

evergreen or semi-evergreen 

foliage. 

3. It is adaptable to arid 

environments, being a 

prominent tree in tropical mixed 

deciduous forests in India. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 
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4. It is cultivated in warm and humid 

regions for its oleaginous seeds 

(producing between 20 and 200 kg 

of seeds annually per tree, 

depending on maturity), flowers 

and wood. 

5. The fat (solid at ambient 

temperature) is used for the care 

of the skin, to manufacture soap 

or detergents, and as a vegetable 

butter. 

6. It can also be used as a fuel oil. 

7. The seed cakes obtained after 

extraction of oil constitute very 

good fertilizer. 

8. The flowers are used to produce 

an alcoholic drink in tropical India. 

This drink is also known to affect 

the animals. 

9. Several parts of the tree, including 

the bark, are used for their 

medicinal properties. 

10. The leaves of Madhuca indica are 

fed on by the moth Antheraea 

paphia, which produces tassar silk, 

a form of wild silk of commercial 

importance in India. 

iii. Chironji tree produce: - 

1. It is a deciduous tree which 

produces seeds edible by humans. 

2. These almond-flavoured seeds are 

used as a cooking spice primarily 

in India. 

3. They are cultivated across India, 

primarily in the northwest. 

4. After the hard shell is cracked, the 

stubby seed within is as soft as 

a pine nut. 

5. They are commonly used 

in sweets in India.  

6. Charoli seeds are used in 

the Ayurveda and Unani systems 

of medicine. 

 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 
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8. PRADHAN MANTRI UJWALA YOJANA 

a. News: - Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana has been 

launched in Delhi, after it was decided to increase 

the coverage to 8 crore beneficiaries. 

b. About the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana: - 

i. Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana aims to 

provide LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) 

connections to poor households. 

ii. Under the scheme, an adult woman 

member of a below poverty line family 

identified through the Socio-Economic 

Caste Census (SECC) is given a deposit-

free LPG connection with financial 

assistance of Rs 1,600 per connection by 

the Centre. 

iii. Eligible households will be identified in 

consultation with state governments and 

Union territories. 

iv. The scheme is being implemented by the 

Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. It 

was the first welfare scheme of the 

Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ PRADHAN MANTRI UJWALA 

YOJANA 

1. PMUY aims to provide _______ 

_________________________

_________________________ 

2. Under the scheme, an adult 

_______________________ 

member of a below poverty 

line family identified through 

_______________________ 

 

 

3. The scheme is implemented by  

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q- Consider following statements regarding Tamarind Tree 
1. It is indigenous tree to tropical Africa. 
2. In India, it is also called ‘imli’. 
3. It is known for its medicinal properties. 

Choose the correct statement(s) from the options given below 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 
(c) 1 and 3 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – The figures used to identify beneficiaries for Pradhan Mantri Ujwala 
Yojana are from 
(a) Census 2011 
(b) SECC 2011 
(c) NSSO household survey 
(d) None of these 
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9. E-FRRO SCHEME 

a. News: - The Union home ministry on Friday 

flagged off the e-FRRO (e-Foreigners Regional 

Registration Office) scheme to expedite visa 

services for foreigners visiting India. 

b. About ‘e-FRRO’ scheme: - 

i. The e-FRRO scheme is aimed at building a 

centralized, transparent online platform 

for the foreigners to avail visa related 

services and to provide Faceless, Cashless 

and Paperless services to the foreigners 

with user friendly experience. 

ii. The e-FRRO scheme is likely to be a 

quantum leap “in improving the ease of 

service delivery with respect to foreigners 

visiting and staying in India. 

iii. In the new system, foreigners would be 

able to get as many as 27 visa and 

immigration related services in India from 

the comfort of their place of stay. 

iv. Using the e-FRRO application, foreigners 

can apply online and obtain the services 

through email or post without appearing 

in person at the FRRO office. 

10. ANTI-DUMPING DUTY IMPOSED ON PHOSPHORUS 

PENTOXIDE 

a. News: - The Union government has imposed anti-

dumping duty on import of Phosphorus pentoxide 

from China to protect the domestic manufacturers 

from cheap imports. 

b. What is Anti-dumping duty? 

i. Dumping, in economics, is a kind 

of predatory pricing, especially in the 

context of international trade. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ E-FRRO SCHEME 

1. What is this service for? 

 

 

 

 

2. It will be a faceless,_______ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

scheme for the foreigners. 

 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – e-FRRO scheme will benefit: - 
(a) Foreign visitors to India 
(b) Tribals of India 
(c) Minority Communities of India 
(d) NRIs living abroad 
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ii. It occurs when manufacturers export a 

product to another country at a price 

below the normal price. 

iii. The objective of dumping is to increase 

market share in a foreign market by 

driving out competition and thereby 

create a monopoly situation where the 

exporter will be able to unilaterally dictate 

price and quality of the product. 

iv. WTO permits Anti-dumping under 

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 

(GATT). Under this, countries can charge 

extra import duty on a particular product 

from the particular exporting country in 

order to bring its prices to the ‘normal 

value’ or to remove the injury to domestic 

industry in the importing country. 

c. About Phosphorus Pentoxide: - 

i. Phosphorus Pentoxide is used as a 

powerful desiccant and dehydrating 

agent and is a useful building block and 

reagent in the chemical industry.  

ii. Phosphorus pentoxide is not flammable. 

iii. It reacts vigorously with water and water-

containing substances like wood or 

cotton, liberates much heat and may even 

cause fire. It is corrosive to metal. 

11. MONEY LAUNDERING TO BE A STANDALONE 

OFFENCE 

a. News: - India will have to make money laundering 

an explicitly standalone offence to upgrade its 

compliance ahead of the on-site mutual evaluation 

by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), which is 

due in November-December 2020. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ ANTI-DUMPING DUTY 

1. Under which rules of WTO, 

Anti-Dumping duty is allowed. 

 

 

2. What is/are objective(s) of 

dumping? 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – What do you understand by Dumping in foreign trade? 
(a) Exporting more than demand 
(b) Giving priority to exports rather than fulfill domestic supply 
(c) Exporting at a price lower than manufacturing cost 
(d) When a country imports more than what it exports. 
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b. About Financial Action Task Force (FATF): - 

i. India was last evaluated in 2010, when it 

was rated ‘satisfactory’. 

ii. The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an 

inter-governmental body established in 

1989 on the initiative of the G7. 

iii. It is a “policy-making body” which works to 

generate the necessary political will to 

bring about national legislative and 

regulatory reforms in various areas. 

iv. The objectives of the FATF are to set 

standards and promote effective 

implementation of legal, regulatory and 

operational measures for combating 

money laundering, terrorist financing and 

other related threats to the integrity of the 

international financial system. 

v. The FATF monitors the progress of its 

members in implementing necessary 

measures, reviews money laundering and 

terrorist financing techniques and 

counter-measures, and promotes the 

adoption and implementation of 

appropriate measures globally. 

vi. In collaboration with other international 

stakeholders, the FATF works to identify 

national-level vulnerabilities with the aim 

of protecting the international financial 

system from misuse. 

 

 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ FINANCIAL ACTION TASK 

FORCE (FATF) 

1. It was established in which 

year? 

 

2. It was an initiative of which 

grouping? 

 

 

 

3. FATF works to identify _______ 

_________________________

_________________________ 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – FATF secretariat is housed in 
(a) G20 
(b) OECD 
(c) World Bank 
(d) IMF 
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12. BAN ON CREAMS CONTAINING STEROIDS AND 

ANTIBIOTICS 

a. News: - The Union Health Ministry has banned 

over-the-counter sale of around 14 creams 

containing steroids and antibiotics under the 

Schedule H category by making amendments to 

certain Drugs and Cosmetics Rules, 1945. 

b. Reason for such a ban: -  

i. The move comes in the wake of 

dermatologists’ complaints that 

pharmaceutical companies were selling 

steroid-based creams and ointments 

without medical guidance. 

ii. The decision was made following 

consultation with the Drugs Technical 

Advisory Board which recommended a 

ban on the sale of such creams without 

prescription and had also submitted their 

recommendations to the Central Drugs 

Standards Control Organisation. 

c. Why were companies adding steroids and 

antibiotics to their products? 

i. Steroids (also known as corticosteroids) 

are very effective at reducing 

inflammation (redness and swelling), 

suppressing the immune system, and 

constricting (narrowing) blood vessels in 

the skin. They are available in various 

potencies (strengths). 

ii. Anti-infective agents kill or inhibit the 

spread of infectious organisms. They 

include antibiotics (kill bacteria), anti-

bacterial (suppress bacterial growth), 

antifungal (kill or suppress fungi) and 

antiviral (kill or suppress viruses) agents. 

d. About Central Drugs Standards Control 

Organisation (CDSCO): - 

i. The Central Drugs Standard Control 

Organisation(CDSCO) under Directorate 

General of Health Services, Ministry of 

Health & Family Welfare, Government of 

India is the National Regulatory Authority 

(NRA) of India.  

ii. Under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 

CDSCO is responsible for approval of New 

Drugs, Conduct of Clinical Trials, laying 

down the standards for Drugs, control 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ CREAMS CONTAINING 

STEROIDS AND ANTIBIOTICS 

1. Why were Steroids added in 

the creams? 

 

 

 

2. Why were Anti-biotics added in 

creams? 

 

 

 

 

3. CDSO is responsible for: - 
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over the quality of imported Drugs in the 

country and coordination of the activities 

of State Drug Control Organizations by 

providing expert advice with a view of 

bring about the uniformity in the 

enforcement of the Drugs and Cosmetics 

Act. 

iii. CDSCO along with state regulators, is 

jointly responsible for grant of licenses of 

certain specialized categories of critical 

Drugs such as blood and blood products, 

I. V. Fluids, Vaccine and Sera. 

e. About Drugs Technical Advisory Board (DTAB): - 

i. Drugs Technical Advisory Board (DTAB) is 

the highest decision-making body under 

the Union health ministry on technical 

matters. 

ii. Director General of Health Services (DGHS) 

is the ex-officio chairman of this statutory 

body which is constituted by the ministry 

under section 5 of the Drugs and 

Cosmetics Act. 

f. What are Schedule H drugs? 

i. Schedule H is a class of prescription drugs 

listed under Drugs and Cosmetics Rules, 

1945 which governs manufacture and sale 

of all drugs in India. These drugs cannot be 

purchased over counter without the 

prescription of a doctor. 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

 

 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Schedule H drugs are  
(a) Banned for sale in  India. 
(b) The drugs given only on prescription 
(c) Export quality marked 
(d) Daily vitamin capsules 
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13. GOOGLE APPROACHES NATIONAL COMPANY LAW 

APPELLATE TRIBUNAL 

a. News: - Online search giant Google has filed an 

appeal at the National Company Law Appellate 

Tribunal against an order from India’s competition 

watchdog that found it guilty of “search bias” and 

abuse of its dominant position. 

b. About National Company Law Appellate Tribunal: 

- 

i. National Company Law Appellate Tribunal 

(NCLAT) was constituted under Section 410 

of the Companies Act, 2013 for hearing 

appeals against the orders of National 

Company Law Tribunal(s) (NCLT), under 

Section 61 of the Insolvency and 

Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (IBC). 

ii. NCLAT is also the Appellate Tribunal for 

hearing appeals against the orders passed 

by Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of 

India under Section 202 and Section 211 of 

IBC. 

iii. NCLAT is also the Appellate Tribunal to 

hear and dispose of appeals against any 

direction issued or decision made or order 

passed by the Competition Commission of 

India (CCI). 

c. Members of NCLAT: - 

i. The President of the Tribunal and the 

chairperson and Judicial Members of the 

Appellate Tribunal shall be appointed after 

consultation with the Chief Justice of 

India. 

ii. The Members of the Tribunal and the 

Technical Members of the Appellate 

Tribunal shall be appointed on the 

recommendation of a Selection 

Committee consisting of: -  

1. Chief Justice of India or his 

nominee—Chairperson. 

2. A senior Judge of the Supreme 

Court or a Chief Justice of High 

Court— Member. 

3. Secretary in the Ministry of 

Corporate Affairs—Member. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ NATIONAL COMPANY LAW 

APPELLATE TRIBUNAL 

1. Under which Act the National 

Company Law Appellate 

Tribunal has been established 

 

 

 

2. NCLAT hears appeals against 

 

 

 

3. Who is consulted before 

appointment of the President 

of the Tribunal? 

 

 

 

4. List them members of the 

Selection Committee for the 

members of the tribunal 
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4. Secretary in the Ministry of Law 

and Justice—Member. 

5. Secretary in the Department of 

Financial Services in the Ministry 

of Finance— Member. 

14. PARAMPARAGAT KRISHI VIKAS YOJANA (PKVY) 

a. News: - To promote organic farming, government 

has increased its assistance to Rs. 48,700/ hectare 

for a 3-year period for adopting traditional 

methods of cultivation. 

b. About Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY): - 

i. Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana is an 

elaborated component of Soil Health 

Management (SHM) of major project 

National Mission of Sustainable Agriculture 

(NMSA). 

ii. Under PKVY Organic farming is promoted 

through the adoption of the organic 

village by cluster approach and PGS 

certification. 

iii. Fifty or more farmers will form a cluster 

having 50-acre land to take up the organic 

farming under the scheme. 

iv. The produce will be pesticide residue free 

and will contribute to improving the health 

of the consumer. 

c. Types of organic farming: - 

i. Yogik farming refers to a system where it 

is believed that farmers can channelize 

cosmic energy to their fields by performing 

yoga. 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Consider following statements regarding National Company Law 
Appellate Tribunal 
1. It was established by the companies Act, 2013. 
2. Appeals against orders of Competition Commission of India are also 

heard by it. 
Choose the correct statement(s) from the options given below 
(a) Only 1 
(b) Ony 2 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ PARAMPARAGAT KRISHI 

VIKAS YOJANA (PKVY) 

1. PKVY promotes ____________ 

_________________________ 

________________________ 

2. PKVY promotes through the 

adoption of the ____________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________

_________________________ 

3. How many farmers will form a 

cluster? 

 

 

4. What amount of assistance is 

being offered by the 

government and for what time 

period? 

 

 

5. Types of organic farming are: - 
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ii. Rishi krishi is based on pre-Vedic, Vedic 

and medieval texts like Vishvavallava, 

Kashyapiyakrishisukti, and Surapala’s 

Vrikshayurveda. 

iii. Gou mata kheti is a system of farming 

which uses cow dung and urine from 

indigenous breeds of lactating cows. 

15. HYDROCARBON EXPLORATION AND LICENSING 

POLICY (HELP) 

a. News: - The Union Cabinet has given its approval 

for delegating the powers to Minister of 

Petroleum and Natural Gas and Finance Minister 

to award the Blocks/Contract Areas to successful 

bidders under Hydrocarbon Exploration and 

Licensing Policy (HELP) after International 

Competitive Bidding (ICB) based on the 

recommendations of Empowered Committee of 

Secretaries (ECS). 

b. About Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing 

Policy (HELP): - 

i. Four main facets of this policy are: - 

1. Uniform license for exploration 

and production of all forms of 

hydrocarbon, 

2. An open acreage policy, 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Consider following statements about Parampragat Krishi Vikas Yojana 
(PKVY) 
1. Promotion of Commercial organic production through certified 

organic farming. 
2. The produce will be pesticide residue free and will contribute to 

improve the health of consumer. 
3. It will raise farmer’s income and create potential market for traders. 
4. It will motivate the farmers for natural resource mobilization for input 

production 
Which of these is/are expected outcomes of PKVY? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2, 3 and 4 
(c) 2 and 4 
(d) All are expected outcomes 
 
 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 
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3. Easy to administer revenue sharing 

model and 

4. Marketing and pricing freedom for 

the crude oil and natural gas 

produced. 

ii. Benefits: -  

1. The decision will enhance 

domestic oil & gas production, 

bring substantial investment in the 

sector and generate sizable 

employment. 

2. The policy is also aimed 

at enhancing 

transparency and reducing 

administrative discretion. 

3. The uniform licence will enable the 

contractor to explore conventional 

as well as unconventional oil and 

gas resources including CBM, shale 

gas/oil, tight gas and gas hydrates 

under a single license. 

4. The concept of Open Acreage 

Policy will enable E&P companies 

choose the blocks from the 

designated area. 

5. Present fiscal system of production 

sharing based on Investment 

Multiple and cost recovery 

/production linked payment will be 

replaced by an easy to 

administer revenue sharing model. 

6. Recognising the higher risks and 

costs involved in exploration and 

production from offshore areas, 

lower royalty rates for such areas 

have been provided as compared 

to NELP royalty rates to encourage 

exploration and production. 

c. Understanding Concept of Open Acreage License 

Policy (OALP): - 

i. Open Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP) gives 

an option to a company looking for 

exploring hydrocarbons to select the 

exploration blocks on its own, without 

waiting for the formal bid round from the 

Government. 

ii. Under Open Acreage Licensing Policy 

(OALP), a bidder intending to explore 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ HYDROCARBON EXPLORATION 

AND LICENSING POLICY (HELP) 

1. List 4 main facets of the policy:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What do you understand by 

‘open Acreage’? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Can a private player approach 

government for a block not 

originally covered by the 

government under this 

scheme? 

 



 

60 
 

hydrocarbons like oil and gas, coal bed 

methane, gas hydrate etc., may apply to 

the Government seeking exploration of 

any new block (not already covered by 

exploration).  

iii. The Government will examine the 

Expression of Interest and justification. 

iv. If it is suitable for award, Govt. will call for 

competitive bids after obtaining necessary 

environmental and other clearances. 

16. FASTER ADOPTION AND MANUFACTURING OF 

(HYBRID) AND ELECTRIC VEHICLE (FAME) 

a. News: - The government has decided to extend the 

Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid) and 

Electric Vehicles (FAME) scheme by six months 

until 30 September 2018, or till the time the 

second phase of the scheme is approved by it. 

b. About FAME India scheme: - 

i. The FAME India Scheme is aimed at 

incentivising all vehicle segments, including 

two wheelers, three-wheeler auto, 

passenger four-wheeler vehicle, light 

commercial vehicles and buses. 

ii. The scheme covers hybrid and electric 

technologies like a strong hybrid, plug-in 

hybrid and battery electric vehicles. 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ FAME 

1. FAME Scheme is related to ___ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

2. Scheme covers ____________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – To which government initiative is ‘Open Acreage policy’ related? 
(a) Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 
(b) Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy 
(c) High speed railway project 
(d) None of these 
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17. NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR MINORITY 

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS (NCMEI) 

a. News: - National Commission for Minority 

Educational Institutions has power to decide 

Minority Status of Existing Educational institution, 

holds SC. 

b. Court Ruling: - 

i. In an important judgment, the Supreme 

Court has held the National Commission 

for Minority Educational Institutions 

(NCMEI) has the power to decide minority 

status of an already existing educational 

institution and all applications for the 

establishment of a minority educational 

institution after the Amendment Act of 

2006 must go only to the competent 

authority set up under the statute. i.e. 

NCMEI. 

ii. Only the Commission has the power to 

decide on granting a ‘no objection’ 

certificate to an institution that wanted to 

convert into a minority institution. 

iii. The court also referred to a recent 

judgment in Corporate Educational 

Agency v. James Mathew and observed 

that it unequivocally holds that, insofar as 

existing minority institutions are 

concerned, Section 11(f) clearly confers 

jurisdiction on the NCMEI to issue a 

certificate regarding the status of the 

minority educational institution. 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – FAME scheme focuses on which of the following areas 
(1) Technology development 
(2) Demand creation 
(3) Pilot projects 
(4) Charging infrastructure 

Choose the correct option 
(a) 2 and 4 
(b) 1,2 and 4 
(c) Only 2 
(d) All are correct 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR 

MINORITY EDUCATIONAL 

INSTITUTIONS 

1. Who has the power to decide 

on status of minority 

institutions?  

 

 

2. While hearing a plea against 

powers of NCMEI, court 

referred to which judgement of 

its own? 

 

 

 

3. Commission while hearing 

complaints regarding 

deprivation or violation of 

minorities to establish and 

administer educational 

institutions acts as a _______ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

body and has powers of a ____ 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 
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c. About National Commission for Minority 

Educational Institutions: - 

i. The National Commission for Minority 

Educational Institutions was set up in 

2004. 

ii. The Commission is mandated to look into 

specific complaints regarding deprivation 

or violation of rights of minorities to 

establish and administer educational 

institutions of their choice. 

iii. The Commission is a quasi-judicial body 

and has been endowed with the powers of 

a Civil Court. 

iv. It is to be headed by a Chairman who has 

been a Judge of the High Court and three 

members are to be nominated by Central 

Government. 

d. Functions of NCMEI: - 

i. The Commission has 3 roles namely 

adjudicatory function, advisory function 

and recommendatory powers. 

ii. So far as affiliation of a minority 

educational institution to a university is 

concerned, the decision of the Commission 

would be final. 

iii. The Commission has powers to advise the 

Central Government or any State 

Government on any question relating to 

the education of minorities that may be 

referred to it. 

iv. The Commission can make 

recommendations to the Central 

Government and the State Governments 

regarding any matter which directly or 

indirectly deprives the minority 

community of their educational rights 

enshrined in Article 30. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 
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18. E-SANAD PORTAL AND NAD TO BE INTEGRATED 

a. News: - In a bid to make education system in India 

more transparent, the integration of e-SANAD 

portal and NAD – National Academic Depository 

has been launched by the Union HRD Ministry. 

b. About e-SANAD: - 

i. e-Sanad is a project aimed at online 

submission/verification of documents 

with an ultimate object to extend contact 

less, cashless, faceless and paperless 

document attestation service for apostille 

and normal attestation to applicants in 

India (to be extended to Indians residing 

abroad as well in a phased manner). 

ii. The project is being implemented by NIC 

in coordination with CBSE, States/UTs and 

the Ministry of External Affairs in a phased 

manner. 

c. About National Academic Depository (NAD): - 

i. National Academic Depository (NAD) is a 

24X7 online store house of all academic 

awards viz. certificates, diplomas, degrees, 

mark-sheets etc. duly digitised and lodged 

by academic institutions / boards / 

eligibility assessment bodies. 

ii. The UGC has signed a tripartite agreement 

with NSDL Database Management Limited 

(NDML) and CDSL Ventures Limited (CVL) 

for operationalising NAD. 

iii. NAD not only ensures easy access to and 

retrieval of an academic award but also 

validates and guarantees its authenticity 

and safe storage. 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Who gives an institution a tag of minority institution 
(a) State Governments 
(b) Ministry of Minority Affairs 
(c) National Commission for Minority Educational Institutions 
(d) It is self-declamatory, and government only publish their 

names. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ E-SANAD AND NAD 

1. e-Sanad is a project aimed at 

 

 

 

 

 

2. e-Sanad is being implement by 

 

 

 

 

 

3. National Academic Depository 

is a  

 

 

 

 

 

4. To operationalise NAD, 

tripartite agreement has been 

signed between 
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19. 7TH EDITION OF HOME EXPO INDIA 2018 

a. News: - 7th edition of Home Expo India 2018 was 

recently organized by EPCH at India Expo Centre 

and Mart, Greater Noida. 

b. About the Expo: - 

i. The fair is a three segmented categories 

show comprising Housewares, Textiles and 

Furniture under one roof at the same time 

making it a One-Stop Expo for every 

visitor. 

c. About Export Promotion Council for Handicraft: - 

i. Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts 

(EPCH) under the aegis of Development 

Commissioner (Handicrafts), Ministry of 

Textiles, Government of India is a non-

profit organization, established under the 

EXIM policy of Government of India in the 

year 1986-87. 

ii. The objective is to promote, support, 

protect, maintain and increase the export 

of handicrafts. 

iii. It is an apex body of handicrafts exporters 

for promotion of exports of Handicrafts 

from country. 

iv. The Council has created necessary 

infrastructure as well as marketing and 

information facilities, which are availed 

both by the members exporters and 

importers. 

v. The Council is engaged in promotion of 

handicrafts from India and project India’s 

image abroad as a reliable supplier of high 

quality handicrafts. 

d. Composition of the council: - 

i. The Council is run and managed by team 

of professionals headed by Executive 

Director. 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – National Academic Depository (NAD) is a 
(a) Online educational platform 
(b) Experience sharing platform in the field of education 
(c) Online store for all academic awards of a person 
(d) Connectivity platform for research related activity 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ HOME EXPO INDIA 2018 

1. Export Promotion Council for 

Handicraft is a ___________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________

_________________________ 

 

 

2. Export Promotion Council for 

Handicraft is under which 

ministry? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is ‘VRIKSH’ 
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ii. The Committee of Administration consists 

of eminent exporters, professionals. 

iii. The Export Promotion Council for 

Handicrafts has a rarest distinction of being 

considered as MODEL COUNCIL that is 

self-sustaining and where all the 

promotional activities are self-financed. 

e. VRIKSH: - 

i. ” VRIKSH ” is a program by EPCH which is 

totally based on the timber legality 

assessment and verification standard for 

verification of legality and legal origin of 

wood and wooden products. 

ii. It is intended for entities who want to 

accurately track and make claims about 

the legal origin and transport of their 

products. 

iii. The VRIKSH standard conforms to all major 

compliance requirements including the 

new CITES notification. 

iv. To fulfil the obligation, the Vriksh shipment 

certificate, issued exclusively by EPCH is 

mandatory to go along with all shipments 

of two Dalbergia’s species (Rosewood and 

Sheesham) products. 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – ‘VRIKSH’ program is: - 
(a) Timber legality assessment and verification standards 
(b) Promotion of tribal rights 
(c) Reforestation drive started y Himachal Pradesh government 
(d) Tree adoption program of Sikkim government 
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20. MINISTERIAL COMMITTEES OF IMF AND WORLD 

BANK 

a. News: - Meeting of the Development Committee 

(DC) of the World Bank Group and the IMF and the 

Restricted Session of the International Monetary 

and Finance Committee (IMFC) were recently held 

in Washington D.C. 

b. About Ministerial Committees: - 

i. The IMF Board of Governors is advised by 

two ministerial committees, 

1. the International Monetary and 

Financial Committee (IMFC) and 

2. the Development Committee. 

ii. International Monetary and Financial 

Committee: - 

1. The IMFC has 24 members, drawn 

from the pool of 187 governors. Its 

structure mirrors that of the 

Executive Board and its 24 

constituencies. 

2. As such, the IMFC represents all 

the member countries of the 

Fund. 

3. The IMFC meets twice a year, 

during the Spring and Annual 

Meetings. 

4. The Committee discusses matters 

of common concern affecting the 

global economy and also advises 

the IMF on the direction its work.  

5. At the end of the Meetings, the 

Committee issues a joint 

communiqué summarizing its 

views. These communiqués 

provide guidance for the IMF’s 

work program during the six 

months leading up to the next 

Spring or Annual Meetings. 

6. There is no formal voting at the 

IMFC, which operates by 

consensus.  

iii. Development committee: - 

1. The Development Committee is a 

joint committee, tasked with 

advising the Boards of Governors 

of the IMF and the World Bank on 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ MINISTERIAL COMMITTEES OF 

IMF AND WORLD BANK 

1. Which two bodies advice IMF 

Board of Governors? 

 

 

 

2. IMFC has how many members? 

 

 

3. IMFC meets how many times a 

year? 

 

 

4. Development Committee is a 

joint committee of 
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issues related to economic development in emerging and 

developing countries. 

2. The committee has 24 members (usually ministers of finance or 

development). 

3. It represents the full membership of the IMF and the World Bank 

and mainly serves as a forum for building intergovernmental 

consensus on critical development issues. 

 

 

           PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Which of the following bodies act as a link between the Executive Board and Board of Governors of IMF 
(a) IMFC 
(b) Development Committee 
(c) Managing director 
(d) Country authorities 
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21. FIRST INTERNATIONAL SME CONVENTION 2018 

a. News: - First Ever International SME Convention-

2018 is being held in New Delhi. It is being 

organised by Ministry of MSME and National 

Small Industries Corporation (NSIC) along with 

KVIC and Coir Borad. 

b. Theme of the Convention is “Business Beyond 

Borders”. 

c. About SME Convention: - 

i. The International SME Convention 2018 is 

a platform for intensive business 

discussion, progressive interaction and 

trade association between progressive 

entrepreneurs from all over the world and 

offers a special focus on business and 

trade opportunities in India for 

International Entrepreneurs.  

ii. The platform facilitates exchange of 

relevant business partnerships and trade 

opportunities for India’s Best Small and 

Medium Enterprises. 

22. ADILABAD DOKRA AND WARANGI DURRIES GET GI 

TAG 

a. News: - Two craft forms that are unique to 

Telangana were recently granted the Geographical 

Indication (GI) tag by the GI registry in Chennai. 

b. About Adilabad Dokra: - 

i. It is an ancient metal craft that is popular 

in the state’s tribal regions. 

ii. The uniqueness of this art form is that no 

two sculptures are the same, as they are 

not made out of a pre-designed cast. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ SME CONVENTION 

1. First International SME 

Convention has taken place in 

 

 

2. It was organised by which 

ministry? _______________ 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

3. The international SME 

Convention 2018 is a platform 

for ______________________ 

_________________________

_________________________ 

4. Theme of the 2018 convention 

was _____________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – First international SME Convention that took place in New Delhi was 
based on the theme 
(a) Promoting small business for inclusive growth 
(b) Business Beyond Borders 
(c) Export led development 
(d) Economic Potential: Rural Growth 
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iii. The craftsmen of this art form belong to 

the Woj community, commonly referred 

to as Wojaris or Ohjas in the rural areas of 

Telangana. 

iv. They use brass as their main material and 

an ancient casting technique called ‘cire 

perdue’. 

v. As part of this technique, the craftsmen 

use clay and design a model of the 

sculpture that they want to create. 

vi. They wrap the clay with wax threads 

before baking the mould, so that the wax 

melts away and the molten metal is 

poured into the mould. 

vii. The common items made by the 

craftsmen include small idols and statues 

of tribal deities, jewellery, bells, small-

scale animal sculptures and others.  

c. About Warangal durries: - 

i. In this style of durries, weavers create 

beautiful patterns and dye them using 

vegetable colours, which are washed in 

flowing water after the printing process. 

ii. Warangal district became a renowned hub 

for weaving these rugs due to the 

availability of cotton, which is grown by 

farmers in the area. 

d. Know about Geographical Indication tag: - A GI is 

primarily an agricultural, natural or a 

manufactured product (handicrafts and industrial 

goods) originating from a definite geographical 

territory. Once the GI protection is granted, no 

other producer can misuse the name to market 

similar products. Eg. Difference between other 

varieties of rice and Basmati rice. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ GI Tag 

1. Adilabad Dokra is associated 

with which community? _____ 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

2. Which material is mainly used 

to make Adilabad Dokra? 

 

 

 

3. Clay models are wrapped with 

_________________________ 

before baking the mould. 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – which of the following has not received GI tag in 2017-18? 
(1) Wrangal Durries 
(2) Sculptures of Mamallapuram 
(3) Banglar rosogulla of West Bengal 
(4) Etikoppaka toys 

Choose the correct option 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 4 
(c) 1, 2 and 4 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
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23. NATIONAL BAMBOO MISSION 

a. News: - The Cabinet Committee on Economic 

Affairs has approved Centrally Sponsored Scheme 

of National Bamboo Mission (NBM) under National 

Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA) during 

remaining period of Fourteenth Finance 

Commission (2018-19 & 2019-20). 

b. About the Mission: - The Mission would ensure 

holistic development of the bamboo sector by 

addressing complete value chain and establishing 

effective linkage of producers (farmers) with 

industry. 

c. The restructured NBM strives to: - 

i. To increase the area under bamboo 

plantation in non-forest Government and 

private lands to supplement farm income 

and contribute towards resilience to 

climate change. 

ii. To improve post-harvest management 

through establishment of innovative 

primary processing units, treatment and 

seasoning plants, primary treatment and 

seasoning plants, preservation 

technologies and market infrastructure. 

iii. To promote product development at 

micro, small and medium levels and feed 

bigger industry. 

iv. To rejuvenate the under developed 

bamboo industry in India. 

v. To promote skill development, capacity 

building, awareness generation for 

development of bamboo sector. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ NATIONAL BAMBOO MISSION 

1. NBM is under which National 

Mission? 

 

 

 

2. Which component of the 

bamboo sector will the mission 

address? 

 

 

 

3. It will promote product 

development at ____________ 

_________________________

_________________________ 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Which of the following is not an objective of National Bamboo 
Mission? 
(a) To promote the growth of the bamboo sector through an area based 

regionally differentiated strategy. 
(b) To promote marketing of bamboo and bamboo based handicrafts. 
(c) To support African countries in production of Bamboos by providing 

them technical and financial support. 
(d) To generate employment opportunities for skilled and unskilled 

persons, especially unemployed youths. 
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G. SECURITY 

1. AFSPA LIFTED IN MEGHALAYA 

a. News: - The Centre has removed the AFSPA from 

Meghalaya, from April 1 onwards. 

b. About Armed Force (Special Powers) Act: - 

i. In simple terms, AFSPA gives armed forces 

the power to maintain public order in 

“disturbed areas”. 

ii. They have the authority to prohibit a 

gathering of five or more persons in an 

area, can use force or even open fire after 

giving due warning if they feel a person is 

in contravention of the law. 

iii. If reasonable suspicion exists, the army 

can also arrest a person without a 

warrant; enter or search a premises 

without a warrant; and ban the possession 

of firearms. 

iv. Any person arrested or taken into custody 

may be handed over to the officer in 

charge of the nearest police station along 

with a report detailing the circumstances 

that led to the arrest. 

v. Declaring “disturbed area”: - A disturbed 

area is one which is declared by 

notification under Section 3 of the AFSPA. 

An area can be disturbed due to 

differences or disputes between 

members of different religious, racial, 

administrator of the Union Territory can 

declare the whole or part of the State or 

Union Territory as a disturbed area. A 

suitable notification would have to be 

made in the Official Gazette. As per 

Section 3, it can be invoked in places 

where “the use of armed language or 

regional groups or castes or communities. 

1. The Central Government, or the 

Governor of the State or forces in 

aid of the civil power is 

necessary”. 

c. Other facts: -  

i. The Articles in the Constitution of India 

empower state governments to declare a 

state of emergency due to one or more of 

the following reasons: 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ AFSPA 

1. AFSPA gives armed forces the 

power ___________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

2. They can open fire after _____ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

3. Which area can be declared as 

‘Disturbed area’. 

 

 

 

 

4. Who can declare an area as 

‘Distrurbed’? 
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1. Failure of the administration and 

the local police to tackle local 

issues 

2. Return of (central) security forces 

leads to return of 

miscreants/erosion of the "peace 

dividend" 

3. The scale of unrest or instability in 

the state is too large for local 

forces to handle 

ii. In such cases, it is the prerogative of the 

state government to call for central help. 

iii. In most cases, for example during 

elections, when the local police may be 

stretched too thin to simultaneously 

handle day-to-day tasks, the central 

government obliges by sending in 

the BSF and the CRPF.Such cases do not 

come under the purview of AFSPA. 

iv. AFSPA is confined to be enacted only 

when a state, or part of it, is declared a 

'disturbed area'. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Which of the following state(s) was/were under AFSPA in the past since 
its enactment 
(1) Assam 
(2) Punjab and Chandigarh 
(3) Nagaland 
(4) Jammu and Kashmir 

Choose the correct option 
(a) 1 and 4 
(b) 1, 3 and 4 
(c) Only 4 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 
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2. GAGANSHAKTI 2018 

a. News: - The Indian Air Force conducted pan India 

Exercise Gagan-Shakti-2018 from 08-22 Apr 2018. 

b. Aim: -The aim of the exercise was real time 

coordination, deployment and employment of air 

power in a short and intense battle scenario. 

c. About GaganShakti 2018: - 

i. During Gagan Shakti-2018, lAF exercised its 

entire war fighting machinery to validate 

its concept of operations and war waging 

capability. 

ii. The focus of the exercise was to check the 

viability of our operational plans and 

learn meaningful lessons. 

iii. The exercise was conducted in two phases 

so that all Commands get adequate 

opportunity to test the efficacy of their 

preparedness. 

iv. Phase-I of the exercise involved activation 

of Western, South Western and Southern 

Air Commands, with affiliated Army and 

Naval components.  

v. Phase-II of the exercise involved activation 

of Western, Central, Eastern and Southern 

Air Commands. 

vi. Re-deployment for Phase-II involved 

relocating the forces so as to be effective 

at the new Locations within a short span of 

48 hours. 

vii. This was made possible by round the 

clock operations of heavy lift transport 

aircraft like C-17 and IL-76 as well as by 

employing a large number of tactical airlift 

aircraft like C-130 and An-32 aircraft. 

viii. IAF also used civil chartered flight and 

trains for mobilisation of resources. 

ix. The efficacy and integration of indigenous 

LCA aircraft and Akash Missile system in 

the operational matrix of the IAF was also 

checked out. 

 

 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ GAGANSHAKTI 2018 

1. It is an exercise conducted by _ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

2. The aim of the exercise was __ 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

3. The exercise was to check 

preparedness for __________ 

and intense battle scenario. 

 

4. In how many phases was the 

exercise conducted? 
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3. CHAKRAVAT 

a. News: - Indian Navy conducted multi-agency 

humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HADR) 

exercise named ‘Chakravat’ meaning ‘cyclone’ 

with coordination of Kerala Government off Kochi 

Coast. 

b. Aim: - The mandate of exercise was to review 

response mechanism in the vent of a cyclonic 

storm. 

c. Importance: - It is the first time that this multi-

agency, yearly exercise is being held at Kochi. 

4. DEFENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE (DPC) 

a. News: - The Centre has set up a Defence Planning 

Committee (DPC) chaired by National Security 

Advisor (NSA) to facilitate “comprehensive” 

planning for the defence forces besides focusing 

on military doctrines to deal with emerging 

security challenges. 

b. About the Defence Planning Committee (DPC): - 

i. The DPC will be a permanent body chaired 

by the National Security Advisor.  

ii. The committee will comprise: - 

1. National Security Advisor (NSA). 

2. Foreign secretary. 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Gangashakti 2018 was an Indian Air Force exercise conducted to 
(a) Check real time coordination, deployment and employment of air 

power in a short and intense battle scenario. 
(b) Test Tejas fleet for its battle readiness 
(c) Check coordination drill to check response of Air force during floods 

in Gangetic rivers. 
(d) Check on any threat from Northern neighbor. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ CHARKRAVAT 

1. Who conducted Chakravat? 

 

2. What do you understand by 

‘Chakravat? 

 

 

3 . what is the mandate of the 

exercise? 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – what is Chakravat? 
(a) An Indian Navy exercise for humanitarian assiatance 
(b) Newly inducted Naval destroyer 
(c) Military exercise between India and Nepal 
(d) A concept related to Buddhism 
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3. Chairman of chiefs of staff 

committee. 

4. The Army, Navy and Air Force 

chiefs. 

5. Secretary (expenditure) in the 

Finance Ministry. 

iii. The chairman of the DPC can co-opt 

experts into it depending on requirement. 

c. Functions of the committee: - 

i. Prepare drafts of national security 

strategy and doctrines, international 

defence engagement strategy and 

roadmap to build defence manufacturing 

ecosystem. 

ii. Work on strategy to boost defence 

exports, and prioritised capability 

development plans for the armed forces. 

iii. Analyse and evaluate all relevant inputs 

relating to defence planning and foreign 

policy imperatives besides focusing on 

defence acquisition and infrastructure 

development plans including the 15-year-

long integrated perspective plan. 

iv. Work on development of Indian defence 

industry and technology advancements. 

 

 

 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ DEFENCE PLANNING 

COMMITTEE (DPC) 

1. DPC is a temporary or a 

permanent body? 

 

 

2. Who is the chairperson of 

DPC? 

 

 

 

3. Can experts be co-opted in 

DPC? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Which of the following are the functions of Defence Planning 
Committee? 
(1) To prepare drafts of national security strategy 

(2) To work on strategy to boost defence exports 

(3) Analyse and evaluate all relevant inputs relating to defence planning 

and foreign policy imperatives. 

Choose the correct option 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 2 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 
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5. WEISBADEN CONFERENCE 

a. News: - Wiesbaden Conference 2018 was recently 

held in India. 

b. About the Conference: - 

i. Representatives from the 39 countries, as 

well as experts from the UNSC 1540 

Committee and UN Office for 

Disarmament Affairs in New York, 

participated in the conference. 

ii. The conference provides an opportunity to 

participants to share experiences on their 

export control systems and to identify 

legal and technical assistance, action 

plans and challenges in the national 

implementation of UNSC 1540. 

c. About Weisbaden process: - 

i. The Wiesbaden Process was initiated by 

the Government of Germany in 2012 to 

strengthen the implementation of UNSC 

1540 through Government-Industry 

partnerships. 

ii. The UN Security Council Resolution 1540 

(2004) establishes legally binding 

obligations on all States to adopt and 

enforce appropriate and effective 

measures to prevent the proliferation to 

non-State actors of nuclear, chemical, and 

biological weapons and their delivery 

systems. 

iii. It requires, therefore that States 

implement appropriate and effective 

measures to prevent non-state actors 

such as terrorists, from obtaining access 

to weapons of mass destruction (WMD). 

iv. The resolution includes three primary 

obligations: - 

1. All States are prohibited from 

providing any form of support to 

non-state actors seeking to 

acquire weapons of mass 

destruction, related materials, or 

their means of delivery. 

2. All States must adopt and enforce 

laws criminalizing the possession 

and acquisition of such items by 

non-state actors, as well as efforts 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ WEISBADEN CONFERENCE 

1. Weisbaden conference 2018 

was held in which country?  

________________________ 

_________________________

_________________________ 

 

2. Weisbaden conference deals 

with which UNSC resolution? 

 

 

 

3. Weisbaden process was 

initiated by which country? 

 

 

 

4. Is the resolution legally 

binding? ________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 
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to assist or finance their 

acquisition. 

3. All States must adopt and enforce 

domestic controls over nuclear, 

chemical, and biological weapons, 

their means of delivery, and 

related materials, in order to 

prevent their proliferation. 

6. HARIMAU SHAKTI 2018 

a. News: - As part of ongoing Indo-Malaysian 

defence cooperation, a joint training exercise 

HARIMAU SHAKTI is being conducted in Malaysia. 

b. About HARIMAU SHAKTI exercise: - 

i. The exercise is aimed at bolstering 

cooperation & coordination between 

armed forces of both the nations and to 

share the expertise of both the 

contingents in conduct of counter 

insurgency operations in jungle terrain. 

7. BHABHA KAVACH 

a. News: - BARC has developed a new personnel 

protection bullet jacket, named ‘Bhabha Kavach. 

b. Details: - 

i. Bhabha Kavach made up of BARC Nano-

Sheets are lighter in weight with reduced 

trauma level with respect to the existing 

jackets. 

ii. The jacket is made using extremely hard 

boron carbide ceramics that is hot-pressed 

with carbon nano-tubes and composite 

polymer. 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – UNSC resolution 1540 deals with 
(a) Enforcing domestic controls over nuclear, chemical and biological 

weapons 
(b) Funding and support for Taliban 
(c) Russian annexation of Crimea 
(d) North Korea’s Nuclear arsenal 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ HARIMAU SHAKTI 2018 

1. It is a defence exercise 

between _________________ 

_________________________

_________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ BHABHA KAVACH 

1. What is Bhabha Kavach? 
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H. ENVIRONMENT 

1. ASSAM SPRING FESTIVAL AT MANAS NATIONAL 

PARK 

a. News: - Assam Spring Festival is being held at the 

Manas National Park where visitors will get to 

experience the state’s local food, music, handloom 

and handicrafts. 

b. About the Festival: -  

i. The event is being organised to promote 

the local food and culture of the fringe 

villagers. 

c. About Manas National Park: - 

i. Manas National Park is a national park, 

UNESCO Natural World Heritage site, a 

Project Tiger reserve, an elephant reserve 

and a biosphere reserve in Assam, India. 

ii. Located in the Himalayan foothills, it is 

contiguous with the Royal Manas 

National Park in Bhutan. 

iii. The Manas river flows thorough the west 

of the park and is the main river within it. 

It is a major tributary of Brahmaputra 

river and splits into two separate rivers, 

the Beki and Bholkaduba as it reaches the 

plains. 

iv. The Manas river also serves as an 

international border dividing India and 

Bhutan. 

v. The bedrock of the savanna area in the 

north of the park is made up of limestone 

and sandstone, whereas the grasslands in 

the south of the park stand on deep 

deposits of fine alluvium. 

vi. The park is well known for species of rare 

and endangered wildlife that are not 

found anywhere else in the world like the 

Assam roofed turtle, hispid hare, golden 

langur and pygmy hog. 

d. Other National Parks in Assam: - 

i. Dibru-Saikhowa National Park 

ii. Kaziranga National Park 

iii. Manas National Park 

iv. Nameri National Park 

v. Rajiv Gandhi Orang National Park 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ ASSAM SPRING FESTIVAL 

1. Where is 2018 Assam Spring 

Feestival being organised? 

 

 

2. The event is being organised to 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 
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2. DRAFT COASTAL REGULATION ZONE (CRZ) 

NOTIFICATION, 2018 

a. News: - The Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change (MoEF&CC) has framed a new 

draft Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) Notification, 

2018. 

b. About Coastal Regulation Zone: - 

i. Coastal Regulation Zone or CRZ is a coastal 

land up to 500m from the High Tide Line 

and a range of 100m along banks of 

creeks, estuaries, backwaters and rivers 

subject to tidal fluctuations is CRZ. 

ii. According to Coastal Regulation Zone 

notifications, it is divided into 4 zones: - 

1. CRZ I – It refers to the ecologically 

sensitive areas, essential in 

maintaining ecosystem of the 

coast. These lie between the HTL 

and LTL. Only exploration of 

natural gas and extraction of salt 

is permitted. 

2. CRZ II – These areas form up to the 

shoreline of the coast. Authorized 

structures are not allowed to be 

constructed in this zone. 

3. CRZ III – This includes rural and 

urban localities. Only certain 

activities relating to agriculture 

and public utilities allowed here. 

4. CRZ IV – This includes the aquatic 

area up to the territorial limit (12 

nautical miles). 

c. Salient features of the draft CRZ notification 2018: 

- 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Consider following statements about a national park 
(1) It is contiguous to the Royal Manas National Park of Bhutan 
(2) The bedrock of the savanna area in the north of the park is 

made up of limestone and sandstone. 
(3)  You will likely find golden langur in this park. 

To which National park these statements match the most 
(a) Dachigam National Park 
(b) Keoladeo National Park 
(c) Nokrek National Park 
(d) Manas National Park 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ COASTAL REGULATION ZONE 

1. What are the limits defined for 

the Coastal Regulation Zone? 

 

 

2. In how many zones are the 

coastal regulation zones 

divided into? 

 

 

3. Write zones with the activities 

permitted in them 
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i. CRZ limits on land along the tidal 

influenced water bodies has been 

proposed to be reduced from 100 meters 

or the width of the creek, whichever is 

less, to 50 meters or the width of the 

creek, whichever is less. 

ii. A No Development Zone (NDZ) of 20 

meters has been proposed to be stipulated 

for all Islands close to the main land coast 

and for all Backwater Islands in the main 

land. 

iii. For CRZ-III areas, two separate categories 

have been proposed viz.: CRZ-III A – 

Densely populated rural areas with a 

population density of 2161 per square 

kilometre as per 2011 Census. Such areas 

shall have an NDZ of 50 meters from the 

HTL as against 200 meters from the HTL 

stipulated in the CRZ Notification, 2011. 

CRZ-III B – Rural areas with population 

density of below 2161 per square 

kilometre as per 2011 Census. Such areas 

shall continue to have an NDZ of 200 

meters from the HTL. 

iv. Ease of procedures: Only such 

projects/activities, which are located in the 

CRZ-I & IV areas, shall be dealt with for 

CRZ clearance by the MoEF&CC. For all 

other project activities located in CRZ-II/III 

areas, CRZ clearance shall be considered at 

the level of the CZMA. 

v. Floor Space Index: As per CRZ, 2011 

Notification, for CRZ-II areas, Floor Space 

Index (FSI) or the Floor Area Ratio (FAR) 

had been frozen at 1991 Development 

Control Regulation (DCR) levels. In the 

Draft CRZ, 2018 Notification, it has been 

proposed to de-freeze the same and 

permit FSI for construction projects. 

vi. Mining: Regulated limestone mining is 

proposed to be permitted, subject to strict 

Environmental safeguards, in areas 

adequately above the height of HTL, 

based on recommendations of reputed 

National Institutes in the Mining field. 

vii. Disposal of plastics and mangroves: The 

norms also prevent the disposal of plastic 

into the coastal waters and mandate the 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 
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compensatory plantation of three times 

the mangrove area destroyed for 

development works. Mangroves in private 

land will not require a buffer zone. 

viii. Eco-tourism activities such as mangrove 

walks, tree huts, nature trails, and so on 

will be allowed in these areas through the 

development of coastal zone management 

plans (CZMPs) and public consultation. 

3. 12th SOUTH-ASIAN CLIMATE OUTLOOK FORUM 

(SASCOF) 

a. News: - Pune hosted the 12 edition of the South 

Asian Climate Outlook Forum (SASCOF) meeting. 

b. About 12th South-Asian Climate Outlook Forum 

(SASCOF): - 

i. The Forum was attended by 

meteorologists from Bangladesh, Bhutan, 

Maldives, Myanmar and Sri Lanka. 

ii. This was the sixth SASCOF meeting hosted 

by India. 

c. About SASCOF: - 

i. South Asian nations, supported by the 

World Meteorological Organization 

(WMO), have been conducting the South 

Asian Seasonal Climate Outlook Forum 

(SASCOF) since 2010. 

ii. SASCOF was established as a platform 

where meteorologists from South Asian 

Association of Regional Cooperation 

(SAARC) member countries along with 

Myanmar, could discuss some of the 

common weather and climate-related 

matters. 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Consider following statements about ‘Coastal Regulation Zones’ 
(1) They are created to protect the environment. 
(2) Coastal Regulation Zones protect interests of local fishing 

communities. 
Choose the correct option 
(a) Only 1 
(b) Only 2 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ 12th SASCOF 

1. How many meetings of SASCOF 

has India hosted till date? 

 

 

2. SASCOF is supported by which 

international organisation? 

 

 

 

3. SASCOF was established as a 

platform where meteorologists 

from ___________________ 

_________________________

_________________________ 
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iii. All these South Asian countries — except for Afghanistan, which is located in 

extreme northwest — experience common weather and climatological 

characteristics, like Southwest monsoon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. APRIL 22: EARTH DAY 

a. News: - Earth Day was celebrated on April 22 across the globe. 

b. Theme of Earth Day 2018: - End Plastic Pollution. 

c. Details: - 

i. This day was first celebrated on April 22, 1970 and has ever since been an 

annual event. 

ii. US Senator Gaylord Nelson was the first person to organise it. 

iii. It is considered to be the largest secular world event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – which nation hosted the 12th South-Asian Climate Outlook Forum? 
(a) India 
(b) Sri Lanka 
(c) Nepal 
(d) Maldives 
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I. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

1. REMOVE DEBRIS SYSTEM 

a. News: - Remove-Debris system, a UK-led 

experiment to tackle space junk is set to head into 

orbit. The system is going to the International 

Space Station where astronauts are expected to 

set the experiment running in late May. 

b. Need for the Mission: - 

i. Space junk is an ever-growing problem 

with more than 7,500 tonnes of redundant 

hardware now thought to be circling the 

Earth. 

ii. Ranging from old rocket bodies and 

defunct spacecraft through to screws and 

even flecks of paint – this material poses a 

collision hazard to operational missions. 

c. About the Remove Debris mission: - 

i. Remove Debris is an EU (European 

Union) research project to develop 

and fly a low cost in-orbit 

demonstrator mission that aims to 

de-risk and verify technologies 

needed for future ADR (Active Debris 

Removal) missions. 

ii. Remove Debris is aimed at performing 

key ADR technology demonstrations 

(e.g., capture, deorbiting) 

representative of an operational 

scenario during a low-cost mission 

using novel key technologies for ADR. 

iii. The project is based on and aimed at 

contributing to global/European ADR 

roadmaps. 

d. How it works? A microsatellite called here Remove 

SAT, will release, capture and deorbit two space 

debris targets, called DebrisSats, in sequence using 

various rendezvous, capture and deorbiting 

technologies thus demonstrating in orbit, key ADR 

technologies for future missions in what promises 

to be the first ADR technology mission 

internationally. 

 

 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ REMOVE DEBRIS SYSTEM 

1. Remove Debris is a project of  

________________________ 

2. What is this project for? 

 

 

 

3. RemoveSAT is a __________ 

satellite. 
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2. POINT NEMO 

a. News: - Scientists were initially planning to push 

the Tiangong-1 satellite to Point Nemo. 

b. About Point Nemo: - 

i. Point Nemo, or “ocean point of 

inaccessibility,” is a region in the South 

Pacific that is the loneliest place on the 

planet. 

ii. It is used as a graveyard for controlled re-

entries and a place where space junk can 

be dropped safely. 

c. Where is it located? 

i. Point Nemo, named after the submarine 

captain in Jules Verne’s classic science 

fiction novel 20,000 Leagues Under the 

Sea, is about 2,688 Kilometers from the 

nearest land – Pitcairn Islands – which lies 

to the north of this point. 

ii. Also, Motu Nui — one of the Easter Islands 

— lies to the northeast and Maher Island, 

part of Antarctica, to the south. 

d. Why this place? 

i. The region is safe to land all kinds of 

waste because there is also not much life 

in the water here. 

ii. Coincidentally, it is also biologically not 

very diverse. 

iii. So, it gets used as a dumping ground — 

‘space graveyard’ would be a more polite 

term — mainly for cargo spacecraft. 

 

 

 

 

     PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – ‘Remove Debris System’, recently seen in news, is a 
project of 
(a) USA 
(b) European Union 
(c) China 
(d) Japan 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ POINT NEMO 

1. What is Project Nemo? 

 

 

 

2. Where is Project Nemo 

located? 

 

 

 

 

3. Why this place? 
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3. NASA’S PROJECT ASPIRE FOR MARS 

a. News: - A supersonic parachute (The Advanced 

Supersonic Parachute Inflation Research) that will 

help NASA missions to land on Mars, was 

successfully launched into the sky during a key test 

designed to mimic the conditions of entering the 

red planet. 

b. NASA’ Mars Exploration Program: -  

i. It is NASA’s long-term effort of robotic 

exploration of the Red planet. 

ii. The Mars 2020 mission addresses high-

priority science goals for Mars 

exploration, including key questions 

about the potential for life on Mars. 

iii. The mission takes the next step by not only 

seeking signs of habitable conditions on 

Mars in the ancient past, but also 

searching for signs of past microbial life 

itself. 

iv. The Mars 2020 rover introduces a drill that 

can collect core samples of the most 

promising rocks and soils and set them 

aside in a "cache" on the surface of Mars. 

v. A future mission could potentially return 

these samples to Earth. 

c. Why Project ASPIRE? 

i. An ambitious NASA Mars rover mission set 

to launch in 2020 will rely on a special 

parachute to slow the spacecraft down as 

it enters the Martian atmosphere at over 

12,000 mph (5.4 kilometers per second). 

 

 

 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ PROJECT ASPIRE 

1. It is a research for __________ 

_________________________ 

 

 

 

 

2. When does NASA plans to send 

its next Mars mission? 

 

 

 

3. why this mission is considered 

a leap forward for mankind? 

 

 

 

 

 
PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – What is Point Nemo? 
(a) It a point in the universe where many blackholes have been found 
(b) It is a point inside the earth crust where magma tends to solidify 
(c) It is a point in a ocean which is also called loneliest place on earth. 
(d) It is another name for goldilocks zone. 
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4. INDIA BECOMES SECOND LARGEST 

MANUFACTURER OF CRUDE STEEL 

a. News: - India has overtaken Japan to become the 

world’s second largest producer of crude steel. 

b. Other Facts: - China is the largest producer of 

crude steel in the world, accounting for more than 

50% of the production. 

5. GOVERNMENT BANS IMPORT OF OXYTOCIN 

a. News: - The Union Government has banned 

imports of the hormone oxytocin, which was 

causing hormonal imbalances in the livestock. 

b. About Oxytocin: - 

i. Oxytocin has also been dubbed the hug 

hormone, cuddle chemical, moral 

molecule, and the bliss hormone due to its 

effects on behaviour, including its role in 

love and in female reproductive biological 

functions in reproduction. 

ii. Oxytocin is a hormone that is made in the 

brain, in the hypothalamus. 

iii. It is transported to, and secreted by, the 

pituitary gland, which is located at the 

base of the brain. 

iv. It acts both as a hormone and as a brain 

neurotransmitter. 

v. The release of oxytocin by the pituitary 

gland acts to regulate two female 

reproductive functions: - Childbirth and 

Breast-feeding. 

c. Why was the Livestock industry using it? 

i. It was used by dairy owners and farmers 

to boost milk production and make 

vegetables look bigger and fresher. 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Project ASPIRE of NASA is for 
(a) Saturn ring study 
(b) Mars exploration 
(c) Studying water molecules on moon’s surface 
(d) Study and map distant stars 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ OXYTOCIN 

1. Is Oxytocin produced naturally 

by the body? 

 

 

 

2. It is transported to, and 

secreted by the ____________ 

_________________________ 

 

 

3. It acts both as a ____________ 

and as a __________________ 

_________________________ 

 

 

4. Why was Oxytocin used in 

dairy industry? 
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6. PARKER SOLAR PROBE 

a. News: - Parker Solar Probe, which is humanity’s 

first mission to the Sun, has begun final 

preparations for its launch in July. 

b. About the Parker Solar Probe: - 

i. Parker Solar Probe is part of NASA’s Living 

with a Star program to explore aspects of 

the Sun-Earth system that directly affect 

life and society. 

ii. Parker Solar Probe will travel through the 

sun’s atmosphere, closer to the surface 

than any spacecraft before it, facing brutal 

heat and radiation conditions — and 

ultimately providing humanity with the 

closest-ever observations of a star. 

iii. The primary science goals for the mission 

are to trace how energy and heat move 

through the solar corona and to explore 

what accelerates the solar wind as well as 

solar energetic particles. 

iv. NASA’s Statement for understanding: - 

NASA’s Parker Solar Probe will be the first-

ever mission to "touch" the Sun. The 

spacecraft, about the size of a small car, 

will travel directly into the Sun's 

atmosphere about 4 million miles from our 

star's surface. 

c. Journey to the Sun: -  

i. Parker Solar Probe will use Venus’ gravity 

during seven flybys over nearly seven 

years to gradually bring its orbit closer to 

the Sun.  

ii. The spacecraft will fly through the Sun’s 

atmosphere as close as 3.8 million miles 

to our star’s surface, well within the orbit 

of Mercury and more than seven times 

closer than any spacecraft has come 

before. 

   PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Oxytocin hormone is secreted by 
(a) Thyroid gland 
(b) Pituitary gland 
(c) Thymus gland 
(d) Adrenal gland 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ PARKER SOLAR PROBE 

1. It is humanity’s first mission 

to? 

 

 

2. Parker Solar Probe is part of 

NASA’s _________________ 

_________________________

_________________________ 

 

 

 

3. Will it land on the sun? 

 

 

4. Which planet’s gravity will be 

used for the project? 
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iii. Fact: - Earth’s average distance to the Sun 

is 93 million miles. 

d. Understanding Solar winds: - 

i. Definition: - The solar wind is a stream 

of charged particles released from the 

upper atmosphere of the Sun, called 

the corona. 

ii. This plasma consists of 

mostly electrons, protons and alpha 

particles with thermal energy between 

1.5 and 10 keV. Embedded within the 

solar-wind plasma is the interplanetary 

magnetic field. 

iii. The solar wind varies 

in density, temperature and speed over 

time and over solar latitude and 

longitude. Its particles can escape the 

Sun's gravity because of their high energy 

resulting from the high temperature of the 

corona. 

iv. At a distance of more than a few solar radii 

from the Sun, the solar wind 

is supersonic and reaches speeds of 250 to 

750 kilometres per second and it remains 

supersonic till it crosses the termination 

shock. 

v. The termination shock is the point in the 

heliosphere where the solar wind slows 

down to subsonic speed (relative to the 

Sun) because of interactions with the 

local interstellar medium. This 

causes compression, heating, and a 

change in the magnetic field. 

7. LIGHT DETECTION AND RANGING (LIDAR) SURVEY 

a. News: - Central Water Commission (CWC) recently 

appreciated the Telangana government for the 

speedy execution of work on the Kaleshwaram 

irrigation project. 

b. About the project: -  

i. The Kaleshwaram project is an off-shoot of 

the original Pranahitha-Chevella Lift 

Irrigation Scheme taken up by the 

Congress government in 2007 when 

Andhra Pradesh was not divided. 

ii. After the formation of Telangana in 2014, 

the TRS government redesigned the 

project on the ground that the original 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 
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plan had too many environmental 

obstacles and had very low water storage 

provision — only about 16.5 tmc ft. 

iii. After conducting a highly advanced Light 

Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) survey for 

a couple of months, the government 

separated the original component serving 

the Adilabad area as the Pranahitha 

project and renamed the rest as 

Kaleshwaram by redesigning the head 

works, storage capacity and the canal 

system. 

c. About LiDAR: - 

i. It is a surveying method that measures 

distance to a target by illuminating the 

target with pulsed laser light and 

measuring the reflected pulses with a 

sensor. 

ii. Differences in laser return times and 

wavelengths can then be used to make 

digital 3-D representations of the target. 

iii. Lidar sometimes is called laser 

scanning and 3-D scanning, with 

terrestrial, airborne, and mobile 

applications. 

iv. The technology is also used in control and 

navigation for some autonomous cars. 

 

 

 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

1. Write briefly about LiDAR. 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Consider following statements related to LiDAR technology 
1. It is used to survey earth surface. 
2. It gives 3D model of a surface. 
3. It can be used in navigation of autonomous cars. 

Choose the correct option 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 2 
(d) 1,2 and 3 
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8. WORLD’S FIRST MICROFACTORY TO HELP TACKLE E-

WASTE HAZARD 

a. News: - An Indian-origin scientist in Australia has 

launched the world’s first micro factory that can 

transform the components from electronic waste 

items such as smartphones and laptops into 

valuable materials for re-use. 

b. Details of the micro factory: - 

i. A micro factory is one or a series of small 

machines and devices that uses patented 

technology to perform one or more 

functions in the reforming of waste 

products into new and usable resources. 

ii. The e-waste micro factory that reforms 

discarded computers, mobile phones and 

printers has a number of small modules for 

this process and fits into a small site. 

iii. The e-waste micro factory has the 

potential to reduce the rapidly growing 

problem of vast amounts of electronic 

waste causing environmental harm and 

going into landfill. 

iv. It can also turn many types of consumer 

waste such as glass, plastic and timber 

into commercial materials and products. 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ MICRO-FACTORY 

1. What do you understand by 

micro-factory? 

 

 

    PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – How can the concept of micro-factories help us? 
1. It will reduce the area required to manufacture a product. 
2. It will increase efficiency as most processes will be automated 
3. It will reduce wastage and help recycle existing one. 

Choose the correct statement(s) from the given options 
(a) 3 only 
(b) 1 and 2 
(c) 1 and 3 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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9. IIT-DELHI LAUNCHES FIRST 5G RADIO LAB 

a. News: - A Massive MIMO radio laboratory has 

been set up at IIT Delhi to help India become a key 

global player in the standardisation, research and 

development and manufacturing of 5G equipment. 

b. About Multiple-input-Multiple-output 

Technology: - 

i. Multiple-input multiple-output, or MIMO, 

is a radio communications technology or 

RF technology that is being mentioned 

and used in many new technologies these 

days. 

ii. Wi-Fi, LTE; Long Term Evolution, and 

many other radio, wireless and RF 

technologies are using the new MIMO 

wireless technology to provide increased 

link capacity and spectral efficiency 

combined with improved link reliability 

using what were previously seen as 

interference paths. 

iii. MIMO uses a natural radio-wave 

phenomenon called multipath. 

iv. To lessen the interferences, MIMO also 

deploys smart transmitters and receivers 

with an added spatial dimension, 

increasing performance and range. 

10. VIRAL HEPATISIS 

a. News: - Union Health Ministry has decided roll-out 

a Rs. 500 crore three-year comprehensive 

integrated national action plan to check morbidity 

and mortality due the disease that inflicts the liver. 

b. Need: - 

i. Viral Hepatises has become one the most 

serious health problem in India. 

ii. According to WHO, there are over 52 

million infected people in India.  

c. About viral hepatitis: - 

i. Inflammation of liver is usually referred 

as hepatitis. 

ii. Viral hepatitis is a widespread infectious 

disease normally caused by the hepatitis 

viruses A, B, C, D and E. 

11. LUNAR ‘GATEWAY’ SPACE-STATION 

a. News: - NASA planning to award its first contract 

for the lunar “Gateway” program in 2019. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ 5G RADIO LAB 

1. What is MIMO? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How MIMO lessens the 

interferences. 
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b. About the Lunar Orbital Platform ‘Gateway’: - 

i. The Lunar Orbital Platform-Gateway is 

Nasa’s planned “staging” area intended 

for studies of the moon and the deep-

space environment. 

ii. Eventually, it will function as a way station 

for astronauts travelling to and from 

Mars. 

iii. The Gateway would also further Nasa’s 

goal of another human landing on the 

moon and will help determine whether 

water near the surface could be used to 

manufacture propellant for deep-space 

missions. 

iv. The moon’s gravity could also help a 

spacecraft reduce the blistering speeds 

used for six-month voyages back-and-

forth to Mars, thus facilitating re-entry to 

Earth’s atmosphere. 

12. CYBERSECURITY TECH ACCORD 

a. News: - Dozens of major technology companies 

including Microsoft, Facebook, Cisco, and SAP have 

signed onto a pledge, known as Cybersecurity 

Tech Accord, to protect their users around the 

globe against cybersecurity threats and to abstain 

from helping any government launch a cyber-

attack. 

b. About the Cybersecurity Tech Accord: - 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ LUNAR GATEWAY SPACE 

STATION 

1. The Lunar Orbital Platform-

Gateway is NASA’s planned 

‘Staging’ area intended for __ 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

2. It is planned to function as a __ 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – Consider following statements about NASA’s Lunar Orbital Platform 
Gateway. 
1. It is intended for studies of the moon and the deep-space 

environment 
2. It will study feasibility of using near-surface water as a propellent for 

deep=space missions. 
3. It can be used as a platform to send astronauts to mars in the future 

Choose the correct option 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 
(c) 1 and 3 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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i. The tech sector accord will help companies 

take a principled path towards more 

effective steps to work together and 

defend customers around the world. 

ii. The accord declares that the signatories 

will protect all of their customers from 

threats and will not “help governments 

launch cyberattacks against innocent 

citizens and enterprises from anywhere.” 

iii. The accord rests on four pillars: - 

1. Protect all of our users and 

customers everywhere: The 

companies commit to protect their 

users and customers from 

cyberattacks, and to design, 

develop and deliver products and 

services that prioritize security, 

privacy, integrity, and reliability. 

2. Oppose cyberattacks on innocent 

citizens and enterprises from 

anywhere: The companies commit 

to protecting against tampering 

with or exploitation of their 

products and services. They further 

commit not to help governments 

launch cyberattacks against 

innocent citizens or enterprises. 

3. Help empower users, customers 

and developers to strengthen 

cybersecurity protection: The 

companies commit to provide their 

users, customers, and developers 

with information and tools to 

understand and protect against 

cybersecurity threats, and to 

support civil society, governments, 

and international organizations to 

advance cybersecurity globally. 

4. Partner with each other and with 

likeminded groups to enhance 

cybersecurity: The companies 

commit to work with each other 

and establish formal and informal 

partnerships with other industry 

and civil society groups to improve 

technical collaboration, 

vulnerability disclosure, and threat 

sharing. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ CYBERSECURITY TECH ACCORD 

1. The purpose of this accord is? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Is there any governmental 

body or institute in it or 

completely private? 
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13. MARCO 

a. News: - NASA is set to launch Interior Exploration 

using Seismic Investigations, Geodesy and Heat 

Transport (InSight) on May 5, the first-ever 

mission to study the heart of Mars. 

b. About MarCo: - 

i. The rocket that will loft InSight beyond 

Earth will also launch a separate NASA 

technology experiment: two mini-

spacecraft called Mars Cube One, or 

MarCO. 

ii. These briefcase-sized CubeSats will fly on 

their own path to Mars behind InSight.  

iii. Their goal is to test new miniaturized deep 

space communication equipment. 

iv. This will be a first test of miniaturized 

CubeSat technology at another planet, 

which researchers hope can offer new 

capabilities to future missions. 

v. If successful, the MarCOs could represent a 

new kind of communication capability to 

Earth. 

vi. InSight’s success is independent of its 

CubeSat tag-alongs. 

c. About InSight Mission: - 

i. InSight is part of NASA’s Discovery 

Program. 

ii. It will be the first mission to peer deep 

beneath the Martian surface, studying the 

planet’s interior by measuring its heat 

output and listening for marsquakes, 

which are seismic events similar to 

earthquakes on Earth. 

iii. It will use the seismic waves generated by 

marsquakes to develop a map of the 

planet’s deep interior. 

d. Significance of InSight Mission: - 

i. The findings of Mars’ formation will help 

better understand how other rocky 

planets, including Earth, were and are 

created. 

 

 

 

 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 

➢ MARCO 

1. This will be the first ever 

mission to ________________ 

_________________________

_________________________ 

2. NASA’s InSight Mission is part 

of? 

 

 

3. MARco is a _______________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 
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14. EARTH BIOGENOME PROJECT 

a. News: - Scientists have proposed Earth BioGenome project, a massive project to 

sequence, catalog and analyze the genomes of all eukaryotic species on the planet. 

b. Eukaryotes: - 

i. Eukaryotes include all organisms except bacteria and archaea. 

ii. It includes plants, animals, fungi and other organisms whose cells have a 

nucleus that houses their chromosomal DNA. 

iii. There are an estimated 10-15 million eukaryotic species on Earth. 

c. About the project: - 

i. The central goal of the Earth BioGenome Project (EBP) is to understand the 

evolution and organization of life on our planet by sequencing and 

functionally annotating the genomes of 1.5 million known species of 

eukaryotes. 

ii. The project also seeks to reveal some of the estimated 10 to 15 million 

unknown species of eukaryotes, most of which are single cell organisms, 

insects and small animals in the oceans. 

iii. The Project also plans to capitalize on the “citizen scientist” movement to 

collect specimens. 

iv. The initiative is led by a coordinating council with members from the 

United States, the European Union, China, Brazil, Canada, Australia and 

some African countries. 

PRELIMS SPECIAL 

Q – consider following statements regarding NASA’s InSight Mission 
1. It will be the first mission to study marsquakes. 
2. It will help us study the composition of mars. 
3. It will help us study the origin of the universe. 

Choose the correct option 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1, 2, and 3 
(d) None of these 
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J. INDICES AND REPORTS 

1. ECONOMIC FREEDOM INDEX BY HERITAGE 

FOUNDATION 

a. News: - The Heritage Foundation has released its 

Index of Economic Freedom report 2017. 

b. About the foundation: - The Heritage Foundation 

is an American conservative public policy think-

tank based in Washington. 

c. About the index: - 

i. Economic freedom is measured based on 

12 quantitative and qualitative factors, 

grouped into four broad categories, or 

pillars, of economic freedom: - 

1. Rule of Law (property rights, 

government integrity, judicial 

effectiveness). 

2. Government Size (government 

spending, tax burden, fiscal 

health). 

3. Regulatory Efficiency (business 

freedom, labor freedom, 

monetary freedom). 

4. Open Markets (trade freedom, 

investment freedom, financial 

freedom). 

ii. Each of the ten economic freedoms within 

these categories is graded on a scale of 0 

to 100. 

iii. A country’s overall score is derived by 

averaging these ten economic freedoms, 

with equal weight being given to each. 

2. WORLD PRESS FREEDOM INDEX 

a. News: - Reporters without Borders has published 

its annual index ‘World Press Freedom Index’. 

b. About the World Press Freedom Index: - 

i. The Index ranks 180 countries according to 

the level of freedom available to 

journalists. 

ii. It is a snapshot of the media freedom 

situation based on an evaluation of 

pluralism, independence of the media, 

quality of legislative framework and 

safety of journalists in each country. 

LEARN AS YOU 
READ 
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iii. It does not rank public policies even if governments obviously have a major 

impact on their country’s ranking. 

iv. Nor is it an indicator of the quality of journalism in each country.   

c. Press Freedom Index 2018- Highlights: - 

i. In this year’s index, Norway is first for the second year running, followed — 

as it was last year — by Sweden. 

ii. India has dropped from rank 136 last year to rank 138 this year. 

iii. India fared poorly on indicators such as hate speeches, attacks on journalists 

on social media, trolling them and targeting their reputation. 

iv. SAARC nations: Afghanistan (118), Bhutan (94), Nepal (106), the Maldives 

(120), and Sri Lanka (131), all performed better than India; with Pakistan 

(139) and Bangladesh (146) performing worse 

v.  North Korea continues to rank last. 


