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A. HISTORY AND CULTURE 

1. SANGRAI DANCE 
 News: - Traditional Sangrai dance of Tripura was presented in Republic Day parade for the first time. 

 

 About Sangrai Dance: - 

i. It is performed by the Mog tribal community on the occasion of Sangrai festival during the month of 

Chaitra (in April) of the Bengali calendar year. The day is celebrated to welcome the New Year. 

 

 About Mog Tribals: -  

i. The Mog are the Arakanese descendants who live in the Indian state of Tripura. 

ii. Mogs are Buddhists and have close affinity with Burmese Buddhism in all socio-cultural and religious 

aspects. 

iii. They are dependent on Jhum Cultivation. 

2. 3RD
 JAL MAHOTSAV 

 News: - India‟s biggest water carnival through ‗Jal Mahotsav‘ is organised 

every year in Hanuwantiya Island in Madhya Pradesh. The third such ‗Jal 

Mahotsav‘ concluded this year on January 2. 

 

 About Jal Mahotsav: -  

i. The festival, held between October and January, is a celebration of 

Madhya Pradesh‟s natural beauty and its culture. 

ii. It is also a great place to try out a variety of adventure sports like parasailing, para-motoring, water 

zorbing, and many others. 

iii. The festival also represents the culture of Madhya Pradesh – a culture that stands for rich skill set of its 

artisans and rich heritage. 

 

 About Hanuwantiya Island: - Hanuwantiya Island, located on the banks of the Indira Sagar dam in 

Madhya Pradesh, plays host to India‘s largest water carnival – Jal Mahotsav. 

3. MEDARAM‟S JATARA 
 News: - Central government is likely to declare Medaram‟s Sammakka-Sarakka/Saralamma Jatara a 

national festival this year. Once declared a national festival, Jatara can be considered for ‗intangible 

cultural heritage of humanity‘ tag of United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

(UNESCO). 

 

 About Medaram‟s Jatara: -  

i. It is held bi-annually in Medaram village, Telangana to honour the twin goddesses - Sammakka and 

her daughter Sarakka. 

ii. It is held by forest dwelling Koya Tribe of the region and is the biggest tribal festival in Asia 

attracting non-tribals as well. 

 

 About Medaram Village: - Medaram is a remote place in the Eturnagaram Wildlife Sanctuary, a part of 

Dandakaranya, the largest surviving forest belt in the Deccan. 

4. 238TH
 ANNIVERSARY OF BENGAL GAZETTE 

 News: - Jan 29, 2018, marked 238
th
 anniversary of India‘s first 

newspaper, the Bengal Gazette. 

 

 About Bengal Gazette: -  

i. Launched by James Augustus Hicky (on January 29, 

1780). 

ii. The newspaper was an English language weekly 

published in Kolkata and happened to be the first 

newspaper published in Asia as well but lasted only for two years. 

iii. It was also called Calcutta General Advertiser. 
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5. 3 – DAY ANNUAL FLAMINGO FESTIVAL AT PULICAT LAKE 
 News: - The three-day annual Flamingo Festival is being held at Pulicat lake. 

 

 About the festival: - 

i. Flamingo Festival is held every year to promote tourism in Pulicat and 

Nellapattu. 

ii. Flamingo Festival is being organised for the past 12 years. 

iii. Migratory birds from Siberia have been visiting this place for breeding and the 

colourful birds are a treat to the eye of bird watchers. 

iv. They hunt in shallow waters of the lake and breed in Pulicat. 

v. Once the breeding season concludes, they fly away to their native land with their offspring in tow. 

vi. The conducive atmosphere for these seasonal avian guests is being conserved at Nelapattu bird 

sanctuary. 

 

 About Nelapattu Bird Sanctuary: - 

i. It is considered one of the biggest habitat for some hundreds of pelicans and other birds. 

ii. Located about 20 km north of the Pulicat Lake on the Andhra Pradesh-Tamil Nadu border, the 

sanctuary is spread in about 459 hectares. 

 

About Pulicat lake: - 

 It is the second largest brackish water lake or lagoon in India, after Chilika Lake. 
 It straddles the border of Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu states with over 96% of it in Andhra Pradesh. 
 The lake encompasses the Pulicat Lake Bird Sanctuary.   
 The barrier island of Sriharikota separates the lake from the Bay of Bengal and is home to the Satish Dhawan 

Space Centre. 
 Two rivers which feed the lagoon are the Arani river at the southern tip and the Kalangi River from the 

northwest, in addition to some smaller streams. 
 The Buckingham Canal, a navigation channel, is part of the lagoon on its western side. 

 

6. MADHUBANI PAINTINGS OF BIHAR 
 News: - The folk painting of Madhubani will soon be seen decorating the walls of various government 

buildings in Bihar. 

 About Madhubani paintings: -  

i. Madhubani, which means „forest of honey‟, is a style of folk painting old enough to find mention in 

some of the ancient Indian texts like the holy Ramayana. 

ii. It is also known as Mithila, for its origin is said to be the Mithila region in Bihar. 

iii. Traditionally, the Madhubani paintings are created using fingers and twigs, and items like 

matchsticks have come to be used in their creation in 

recent times. 

iv. Their various styles include Bharni, Katchni, Tantrik, 

Godna, and Kohbar, which would historically be painted 

only by women from the upper strata in the caste 

system, who would make them on mud walls on special 

occasions. 

v. The norms have now changed and the paintings can be 

enjoyed by anyone and in various forms. 

vi. Madhubani is now found on apparel, paper, canvas, and 

other products, which boast of designs inspired by Hindu 

deities such as Krishna, Rama, Lakshmi, Shiva, Durga, 

Saraswati, all of whom have been painted in Madhubani since ancient times. 

vii. Other subjects of Madhubani paintings include peacocks, fish and human connection with nature. 

7. VARIOUS HARVEST FESTIVALS OF THE COUNTRY 
 Makar Sankranti: The festival of Makar Sankranti is being celebrated today when the Sun enters the Makar 

zodiac and the days begin to lengthen compared to nights. 

 Pongal: In South India and particularly in Tamil Nadu, it‘s the festival of Pongal which is being celebrated 

over 4 days at harvest time.  

 Magha Bihu: In Assam and many parts of the North East, the festival of Magha Bihu is celebrated. It sees 

the first harvest of the season being offered to the gods along with prayers for peace and prosperity. People 

in Assam celebrate this festival wearing colourful and bright clothes. 
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 Uttarayan: Gujarat celebrates it in the form of the convivial kite festival of Uttarayan. 

 Maghi: In Punjab, Makar Sankranti is celebrated as Maghi. Bathing in a river in the early hours on Maghi is 

important. 

 Saaji: In Shimla District of Himachal Pradesh, Makara Sankranti is known as Magha Saaji. Saaji is the 

Pahari word for Sakranti, start of the new month. Hence this day marks the start of the month of Magha. 

 Kicheri: The festival is known as Kicheri in Uttar Pradesh and involves ritual bathing. 

8. CHHAU DANCE 
 News: - A traditional Indian Chhau dance show will be staged at National Palace Museum in Taipei City as 

part of efforts to strengthen cultural exchanges between Taiwan and the South Asian nation. 

 About Chhau dance:- 

i. Originating in eastern India, Chhau features dancers in colorful masks and costumes performing 

movements inspired by animals, birds, martial arts and tribal and folk customs. 

ii. The practice was added to UNESCO‘s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 

Humanity in 2010. 

iii. Chhau shows typically depict episodes from classic Hindu epics. 

iv. The dance is traditionally an all males troupe, regionally celebrated particularly during spring every 

year. 

9. 69TH
 REPUBLIC DAY 2018 

 News: - 2018 marked 69
th
 anniversary of the Republic day 

celebration. 

 Relevance: - Republic day in India is celebrated every year on 

26th of January to honour the Constitution of India as it came 

into force on the same day in the year 1950. 

 Guest of Honour: - In a first, the Republic Day celebrations will 

have 10 chief guests. The heads of the ASEAN leaders from 

Thailand, Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, 

Singapore, Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos and Brunei – will be 

hosted in this year‘s celebrations. 

 Why ASEAN members?  The significance of the ASEAN 

leaders attending the event is that ASEAN completes 50 years of 

formation and that India completes 25 years of its partnership with the grouping. 

 Background: - The Constitution came into effect on January 26, 1950, a date specially chosen to coincide 

with the anniversary of „Purna Swaraj Diwas‟. January 26, 1930 was marked as ‗Purna Swaraj Diwas‘, or 

the day the nation would attain complete freedom from its colonisers by the Congress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 
 

KPS Institute for Civil Services, SCO 152, Sector 37C, Chandigarh   Contact: 9815597116  
 

B. GEOGRAPHY 

1. MAHANADI RIVER 
 About the river: -  

i. The 850km length of the Mahanadi river is divided almost equally between Chhattisgarh, where it is 

born, and downstream Odisha. 

ii. Mahanadi rises from Raipur district of Chhatisgarh and flows for about 851 km before its outfall into the 

Bay of Bengal. 

iii. Its main tributaries are the Seonath, the Jonk, the Hasdeo, the Mand, the ib, the Ong and the Tel. 

iv. Near the city of Sambalpur, it is dammed by the largest earthen dam in the world, the Hirakud Dam. 

2. HAVRE: VOLCANIC ERUPTION 
 News: - It is the world‘s largest deep ocean volcanic eruption happened in New Zealand. 
 About Oceanic Volcanoes: - 

I. Volcanic eruptions occur only in certain places and do not occur randomly. This is because the Earth‘s 
crust is broken into a series of slabs known as tectonic plates. 

II. These plates are rigid, but they ―float‖ on a hotter, softer layer in the Earth's interior. As the plates move, 
they spread apart, collide, or slide past each other. 

III. Sixty percent of all active volcanoes occur at the boundaries between tectonic plates. 
IV. Most volcanoes are found along a belt, called the ―Ring of Fire‖ that encircles the Pacific Ocean. 
V. Some volcanoes, like those that form the Hawaiian Islands, occur in the interior of plates at areas called 

―hot spots.‖ 
VI. Although most of the active volcanoes we see on land occur where plates collide, the greatest number of 

the Earth‘s volcanoes is hidden from view, occurring on the ocean floor along spreading ridges. 
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C. POLITY 

1. NATIONAL MEDICAL COMMISSION BILL 
 News: - The Bill was introduced in Lok Sabha to address concerns over quality of medical education in India. 
 Key Features of the Bill: - 

 
Establishing National Medical Commission (NMC) 
 It will be an Umbrella body which will subsume the MCI and regulate the medical education and practice in 

India. 
Membership of National Medical Commission: - 
 It will consist of 25 members, appointed by the central government which will include representatives from 

Indian Council of Medical Research, and Directorate General of Health Services. 
 Members‘ tenure will be of four years, and they will not be eligible for extension or reappointment. 

 
State Medical Councils (SMC): Each state will establish their respective SMC within three years which will have a 
role similar to the NMC, at the state level. 
 
Medical Advisory Council (MAC): 
 It will provide platform to states/union territories to express their views and concerns before the NMC and help 

in shaping the overall agenda, policy and action relating to medical education and training. 
 It will advise the NMC on measures to maintain minimum standards of medical education and research and 

enable equitable access to medical education. 
Composition of Medical Advisory Council (MAC):  
 It is a 67 member body, consisting of all the member of NMC as its ex-officio members along with members 

nominated by states/union territories and other government bodies like UGC etc 
 

Four Autonomous Boards under supervision of NMC: 
 Under-Graduate Medical Education Board (UGMEB) and the Post-Graduate Medical Education Board 

(PGMEB)- Responsible for formulating standards, curriculum, guidelines, and granting recognition to medical 
qualifications at the undergraduate and post graduate levels respectively. 

 
Medical Assessment and Rating Board (MARB):  
 It will have the power to levy monetary penalties on medical institutions (1.5 to 10 times the annual tuition fee) 

which fail to maintain the minimum standards as laid down by the UGMEB and the PGMEB. It will also grant 
permission for establishing a new medical college. 

 Ethics and Medical Registration Board- will maintain a National Register of all licensed medical practitioners, 
and regulate professional conduct. Only those included in the Register will be allowed to practice medicine. 

 Uniform National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET) will be conducted for admission to under-graduate 
medical education in all medical institutions regulated by the Bill. 
 

Bridge course: It allows practitioners of homoeopathy and Indian systems of 
medicine to prescribe allopathic medicine upon completion of a course. 
Ease of regulation: Medical colleges will need permission only once for 
establishment and recognition, with no need for annual renewal. Colleges can also 
increase the number of undergraduate seats and start postgraduate courses on 
their own. 
 
Bill permits 60% of seats to be open for managements. 

2. POLITICAL FUNDING CLEAN – UP: ELECTORAL BONDS 
 Relevance: Government is continuously 

trying to clean up political system of India by 

making it more transparent. One of the 

efforts in this direction is through electoral 

bonds. 

 What is an Electoral Bond: An interest-

free financial instrument for making 

anonymous donations to political parties; 

resembles a promissory note.   

 Who may Purchase these bonds: A 

citizen of India or a body incorporated in the 

country. 

 Lifespan: Redeemable in a designated 

account of a registered political party within 
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15 days since issuance. 

 Which Political Parties are eligible to receive donations through electoral bonds? Political Parties who 

have atleast secured 1% votes in the last Lok Sabha or state assembly elections and are registered under 

Section 29A of the Representation of the People‘s Act, 1951. 

 Reporting: Political Parties will be required to file returns to the Election Commission of the quantum of 

money it receives through electoral bonds. 

 Tax exemptions: Donors will be eligible for tax deduction while political parties will be eligible for exemption, 

provided returns are filed by the political party. 

3. TOTALIZER MACHINES 
 News: - Attorney General and Election Commission opposed Central Government‘s stand against ‗totalizing‘ 

of votes for counting after elections. 

 What is a Totalizer Machine? It is an interface, to which a cluster of EVMs can be connected 

simultaneously and the consolidated result of the group of EVMs can be obtained without disclosing the 

votes polled by a candidate polling-station-wise. 

 Need:  

i. Counting of votes polling-station-wise reveals the voting trends in each polling station thus leaving the 

voter open to pre and post poll intimidation, harassment and victimization by the political parties (for e.g. 

delaying infrastructure developing or other welfare activities). 

ii. It will add an extra layer of security to the voting process thus upholding the basic principle of secret 

ballot as the present EVMs do not provide any avenues for mixing of votes. Mixing of votes is analogous 

to physical mixing of votes as mandated under the Rule no 59A of the Election Rules which states ―mixing 

of votes in cases where it is considered ‗absolutely necessary‘.‖ 

 Why government has opposed it? 

The pattern helps parties to devise ―Booth-management‖ strategies 

4. MAHARASHTRA: FIRST STATE TO SHIFT TO CLOUD STORAGE 
 News: - Maharashtra became the first state to mandate its departments to shift their data storage onto the 

cloud. 

 About the project: - 

i. Government departments currently have their own data storage facilities, which will now be handled 

out to the private sector. 

ii. Under the framework, government will make it mandatory for the data to be stored within the country. 

iii. The state expects more investment through increase in the number of data centres and advantages like 

availability of uninterrupted power, presence of academia and talented human resources. 

 About Cloud Storage: - Cloud storage is a service model in which data is maintained, managed, backed 

up remotely and made available to users over a network (typically the Internet). 
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D. SOCIAL 

1. NATIONAL KNOWLEDGE NETWORK 
 News: - India has excluded Pakistan from the list of SAARC member countries 

with which it will be connecting its National Knowledge Network (NKN).   

 About National Knowledge Network (NKN): - 

i. Launched in 2010 with National Informatics Centre (NIC) as the implementing 

agency. 

ii. It aims to interconnect all institutions of higher learning and research with a 

high-speed data communication network to facilitate knowledge sharing and 

collaborative research. 

iii. NKN will facilitate advanced distance education in specialized fields like engineering, science, 

medicine etc. as well as enable an ultra-high-speed e-Governance backbone. 

iv. It will bridge the existing knowledge gap in the country and help the country evolve as a Knowledge 

Society and also spur economic activities in the Knowledge domain. 

v. It enables collaboration among researchers from international educational networks like TEIN4 and 

organizations such as CERN. 

2. SOCIAL PROTECTION REPORT 2017 – 19 BY INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANISATION  
 News: - International Labour Organization released World Social Protection Report 2017-19. 

 About Social Protection: - 

i. Social protection, or social security, is a human right and is defined as the set of policies and 

programmes designed to reduce and prevent poverty and vulnerability throughout the life cycle. 

ii. It includes benefits for children and families, maternity, unemployment, employment injury, 

sickness, old age, disability, survivors, as well as health protection. 

3. 8TH
 ALL INDIA SURVEY ON HIGHER EDUCATION 2016 – 17 BY MHRD 

 About All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) 2016-17: - 

i. AISHE is a Pan India, annual web-based survey which covers all the Higher Educational Institutions in 

the country conducted by Ministry of Human Resource Development. 

ii. Various parameters on which the data is collected are teachers, student enrolment, programs, 

examination results, education finance, infrastructure etc. 

4. ANNUAL STATUS OF EDUCATION REPORT (ASER) 2017 BY NGO PRATHAM 
 About Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) report: -  

i. It has been conducted since 2005 in all rural districts in India. 

ii. It is a household survey rather than a school-based survey which enables all children to be included 

for e.g. those who have never been to school or have dropped out. 

iii. Since 2006, ASER has focused on the age group of 5 to 16. However, this year, the 

survey titled “Beyond Basics” is focusing on youth who are 14 to 18 years old 

and have moved just beyond the elementary school age. 

iv. It reports on children‘s schooling status and their ability to do basic reading and 

arithmetic tasks in its previous reports. 

5. FIRST INDIA DESIGNED VACCINE PASSED WHO TEST 
 News: - India made ROTAVAC vaccine and Typbar Vaccine has 

passed WHO prequalification. 

 About Rotavirus: - 

i. It is the most common cause of diarrhoea among infants and 

young children. 

ii. It usually transmitted by the faecal-oral route and infects and 

damages the cells in the small intestines and causes gastroenteritis.   

 About ROTAVAC Vaccine: - 

i. It is a low-cost vaccine developed by Bharat Biotech Limited under 

an innovative PPP model involving Ministry of Science and 

Technology, institutions of the US Government and various NGOs. 

ii. It has been included in India‟s Universal Immunization Program in 

2016. 

 About Typhoid: - 

i. It is caused by the bacteria Salmonella typhi. 
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ii. The infection is often passed on through contaminated food and drinking water, and it is more 

prevalent in places where hand washing is less frequent. 

 About Typbar Typhoid Conjugate Vaccine: - 

i. It is the world‟s first typhoid vaccine, developed by Bharat Biotech limited that can be given to 

infants older than six months. It and confers long-term protection against typhoid fever. 
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E. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

1. CHEMICAL WEAPONS CONVENTION (CWC) 
 News: - India recently became part of the Australian Group. 

 About Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC): 

i. It is a multilateral treaty that bans chemical weapons and 

requires their destruction within a specified period of time.   

ii. It was adopted in 1992 by UN Conference on Disarmament 

and came into force in 1997. 

iii. It is implemented by the Organization for the Prohibition of 

Chemical Weapons (OPCW) headquartered in Hague. 

iv. India is a signatory to CWC since 1993 and destroyed its 

stockpile of Chemical weapons by 2009 becoming third country (after South Korea and Albania) in the 

world to do so. 

v. Egypt, North Korea, Palestine and Sudan are the only countries that have not signed to the convention. 

 CWC prohibits: 

1. Developing, producing, acquiring, stockpiling, or retaining chemical weapons. 

2. The direct or indirect transfer of chemical weapons. 

3. Chemical weapons use or military preparation for use. 

4. Assisting, encouraging, or inducing other states to engage in CWC-prohibited activity. 

5. The use of riot control agents ―as a method of warfare.‖  

 About Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC or BWC) 

i. It is a legally binding treaty that outlaws biological arms. 

ii. It was adopted by UN in 1972 and came into force in 1975. 

It bans: 

1. The development, stockpiling, acquisition, retention, and production of  

a. Biological agents and toxins "of types and in quantities that have no justification for prophylactic, 

protective or other peaceful purposes;" 

b. Weapons, equipment, and delivery vehicles "designed to use such agents or toxins for hostile 

purposes or in armed conflict." 

2. The transfer of or assistance with acquiring the agents, toxins, weapons, equipment, and delivery 

vehicles described above. 

iii. India signed the convention in 1973 and ratified it in 1974. 

2. POLAR SILK ROAD 
 News: - China has released its first official Arctic policy white paper, outlining its ambition for a Polar Silk 

Road. 

 Important aspects of the Policy: - 

i. Development of Arctic shipping routes which are likely to become important transport routes for 

international trade. It is referred to as ―Polar Silk Road‖. 

ii. China aims to participate in the exploration for and exploitation of oil, gas, mineral and other non-

living resources in the Arctic as the region has an abundance of geothermal, wind, and other clean 

energy resources. 

iii. China will start to utilize fisheries and other living resources and participate in conservation as the Arctic 

has the potential to become a new fishing ground in the future. 

iv. China will support and encourage ―its enterprises to cooperate with Arctic States in developing 

tourism in the region which is described as an ―emerging Industry‖. 

3. ARCTIC COUNCIL 
 Relevance: - China has released its first official Arctic policy white paper. 

 About Arctic Council: -  

i. Established in 1966, as an intergovernmental forum promoting 

cooperation, coordination and interaction among the Arctic States. 

ii. The Arctic Council is a high-level intergovernmental forum which addresses 

issues faced by the Arctic governments and people living in the Arctic region. 

iii. Members: 

1. Canada 

2. The Kingdom of Denmark 

3. Finland 
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4. Iceland 

5. Norway 

6. Russia 

7. Sweden and 

8. The United States 

4. US SPECIAL WATCH – LIST  
 News: - US recently has placed Pakistan on a ‗Special Watch List‘ while also withholding USD 1.15 billion 

military aid. US also announced re-designation of 10 countries as ‗Countries of Particular Concern‘ (CPC). 

 About Special watch list: - 

i. It is for countries that engage in or tolerate severe violations of religious freedom but may not rise to 

the level of the ‗Countries of Particular Concern‘ (CPC). 

 About CPC: - 

i. A country is labelled as a CPC after it engages in or tolerates systemic, ongoing violations of religious 

liberty. 

ii. It is in accordance with the International Religious Freedom Act of 1998. 

iii. The list includes Burma, China, Eritrea, Iran, North Korea, Sudan, Saudi Arabia, Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. 

5. ICELAND: FIRST NATION TO LEGALISE EQUAL PAY 
 News: - A new law making it illegal to pay men more than women has taken effect in Iceland. 

 Under the new rules, companies and government agencies employing at least 25 people will have to obtain 

government certification of their equal-pay policies. Those that fail to prove pay parity will face fines. 
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F. ECONOMY 

1. ENHANCED ACCESS AND SERVICE EXCELLENCE (EASE): BANKING REFORMS 
 Relevance: - Government has unveiled plans to reform banking sector while recapitalising it. Capital infusion 

in conditional on implementation of these reforms. 

 Six themes under EASE are: - 

i. Theme 1: Customer Responsiveness: This will include customer comfort, grievance redressal, senior 

citizens and differently abled accessibility etc. 

ii. Theme 2: Responsible Banking: Clean lending and prudent asset management, risk management 

system, rationalising overseas operations. 

iii. Theme 3: Credit off-take: Pro-active delivery of credit by development of differentiated products and 

services for industry-based market segments. 

iv. Theme 4: PSBs as Udyami-mitras: This is to help MSMEs access credit. 

v. Theme 5: Deepening Financial Inclusion and Digitisation: Products like near-home banking, micro-

insurance, digital payments and customer protection against cyber-frauds. 

vi. Theme 6: Ensuring outcomes: Governance/HR. 

2. PRICE DEFICIENCY PAYMENT (PDP) SCHEME 
 Relevance: - It is a new way state governments are supporting farmers, without disturbing market forces 

directly. 

 About Price deficiency payment (PDP) scheme: - Under this, government support to producers does not 

involve direct market intervention. The market is, instead, allowed to set prices based on normal supply 

and demand forces while the government simply pays the difference between the MSP and the market-

determined price. 

 How is this beneficial? 

i. The scheme provides an alternative to physical procurement of commodities at minimum support prices 

(MSPs). 

ii. This scheme may be more effecting in ensuring that cropping pattern is not skewed in the favour of 

crops with assured procurement under MSP & it responds to consumer needs. 

iii. Farmers receive the difference between average sale price (ASP) and MSP directly into their bank 

accounts thereby doing away with the costs of handling and storage. Thus, it may help in keeping India‘s 

food subsidies bill under check & complying with WTO subsidy restriction. 

3. FOOD SAFETY AND STANDARDS AUTHORITY OF INDIA (FSSAI) 
 News: - CAG has raised many concerns regarding FSSAI‘s regulatory framework. 

 Aims of Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006: -  

i. Establish a single point reference system. 

ii. Establish the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) which formulates standards for food 

and regulates their manufacture, storage, and distribution, among 

others. 

iii. Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (MoHFW) is the administrative 

Ministry for the implementation of FSSAI. 

iv. The FSSAI along with the State Food Safety Authorities is responsible 

for monitoring and verifying the relevant requirements under the Act and 

its enforcement.   

v. The Act provides for the appointment of a Commissioner of Food Safety at state level and local Food 

Safety Officers for efficient implementation of food safety. 

vi. It requires food firms to provide scientific evidence that their product is safe. 

vii. The Act does not apply to any farmer, fisherman, farming operations, crops, livestock, aquaculture, 

supplies used/produced in farming, products of crops produced by a farmer/fisherman at initial production 

level. 

 About Food Safety and Standards Authority of India: - 

i. It is an autonomous body established under the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of 

India. 
ii. The FSSAI has been established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 which is a consolidating 

statute related to food safety and regulation in India. 
iii. FSSAI is responsible for protecting and promoting public health through the regulation and 

supervision of food safety. 
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iv. The FSSAI is headed by a non-executive Chairperson, appointed by the Central Government, either 

holding or has held the position of not below the rank of Secretary to the Government of India. 
v. The FSSAI has prescribed standards for following food products: 

1. Dairy products and analogues 
2. Fats, oils and fat emulsions 
3. Fruits and vegetable products 
4. Cereal and cereal products 
5. Meat and meat products 
6. Fish and fish products 
7. Sweets & confectionery   
8. Sweetening agents including honey 
9. Salt, spices, condiments and related 

products 
10. Beverages, (other than dairy and fruits & 

vegetables based) 
11. Other food product and ingredients 
12. Proprietary food 
13. Irradiation of food 

 Criticism of FSSAI: - 

i. It also does not have any documented policies and procedures for risk-based inspections which 

allowed the sale of more than 800 processed foods with new formulations without assessing their safety. 

ii. FSSAI does not have a database on food businesses in the country as FSSAI and state food safety 

authorities did not conduct any surveys for enforcement and administration of the Act. 

iii. It has failed to adhere to regulations in case of renewal of the license and failed to collect significant 

amount of penalties imposed for non-adherence. 

iv. It has also failed to curb the import of unsafe foods in the country. 

4. GOI DECALRES 2018 AS NATIONAL YEAR OF MILLETS 
 News: - Government has approved 2018 as the ‗National Year of Millets‘ to boost the agro-industry and 

production of the cereal. 

 About Millets: 

i. Millets are a group of small-seeded grasses, grow as cereal crops/ grains. 

ii. It includes Jowar, Ragi, Korra, Arke, Sama, Bajra, Chena/Barr and Sanwa. 

iii. Agro-Climatic Condition: - Grows well on well-drained loamy soils, arid and semi-arid such as in 

Rajasthan, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, etc. 

 Benefits of growing Millets: - 

i. It requires less water than other crops due to efficient root system. 

ii. It has a short-growing period. 

iii. It does not require high mechanisation and it can withstand drought. 

iv. Millets are rich in vitamins, calcium, iron, potassium, magnesium and zinc. 

5. BT COTTON 
 News: - Cotton plantations in various parts of the country have been hit due to infestation of Pink Bollworm 

(PBW). 

 Background: - 

i. Bt Cotton is a Genetically Modified Organism (GMO) cotton variety, which produces an insecticide to 

bollworm. 

ii. Bt cotton is ineffective against many cotton pests such as plant bugs, stink bugs, and aphids. 

 BT cotton in India: - 

i. Bt cotton is supplied in India`s Maharashatra by the agri-biotechnology company Mahyco, which 

distributes it. 

ii. India has become the number one global exporter of cotton and the second largest cotton producer in the 

world. 

iii. Monsanto has admitted
 
that the pink bollworm is resistant to first generation transgenic Bt cotton that 

expresses the single Bt gene (Cry1Ac). 

6. GOVERNMENT LAND INFORMATION SYSTEM (GLIS) 

 Relevance: - As per a recent report, the Centre does not know exactly how much property it owns creating a 

problem of land hoarding. 
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 About Government Land Information System (GLIS): - 

i. It is a first-of-its-kind centralised database created by the Ministry of electronics and information 

technology and monitored by the Prime Minister‘s Office (PMO). 
ii. It records total area, geo-positioning maps, and details such as ownership rights. 
iii. According to the portal, the railways is the biggest landowner among Union ministries. 

7. GOVERNMENT E – MARKET PLACE (GEM) 
 News: - Government will be launching GeM 3.0 soon. 

 About Government e-Marketplace (GeM): - 

i. Government e Marketplace (GeM) is an Online Market platform to facilitate procurement of goods and 

services by various Ministries and agencies of the Government and till date, 17 states have signed an 

MoU to be part of the GeM. 
ii. It has been envisaged by Government of India as the National Procurement Portal of India. 
iii. It is directly monitored by the PMO office. 
iv. GeM 3.0 would offer standardised and enriched catalogue management, powerful search engine, real 

time price comparison, user rating, advanced MIS and analytics. 
v. National Sellers On-boarding Campaign has also been launched to train sellers/ service providers 

for transition from GeM 2.0 to GeM 3.0. 
vi. GeM makes the process more transparent and efficient with complete security features due to e-sign at 

various stages. 
vii. It also enables the government buyers to procure make in India and small-scale industries goods very 

easily. 

8. GST E – WAY BILL 
 News: - Government is all set to launch E-way bill under GST regime to ease out movement of 

logistics between the states. 

 About E-way bill: -  
i. The E-way bill is a document required to be carried by a person in charge of the conveyance carrying any 

consignment of goods of value exceeding Rs. 50,000 for sales beyond 10 km in the new Goods and 

Services Tax (GST) regime, as mandated by the Government in terms of section 68 of the GST Act. 
ii. It is generated from the GST Common Portal by the registered persons or transporters before 

commencement of movement of goods of consignment. 
 For how long it will be Valid? 

i. Validity of the e-way bill or consolidated e-way bill depends upon the distance the goods have to be 

transported. 
ii. The validity is one day upto 100 km and for every 100 km or part thereafter it is one additional day. 

 What Exemptions are provided? 
i. Goods with value less than Rs 50000. 
ii. Goods transported from international ports to hinterland ports for clearance by customs. 

iii. Interstate movement within a specific area as decided by centre and states. 
iv. If goods are transported by non-motorised conveyances. 
v. A list of more than 150 items as approved by GST Council which includes domesticated animals, fruits 

and vegetables, fresh milk, khadi, earthen pot, human blood etc. 

9. UDAN SCHEME AND UDAN PHASE - II 

 News: - 73 underserved and unserved airports and helipads under the phase 2 of the regional connectivity 

scheme UDAN. 
 About „UDAN‟ scheme: - 

i. UDAN will be applicable on flights which cover between 200 km and 800 km with no lower limit set for 

hilly, remote, island and security sensitive regions. 
ii. The scheme seeks to reserve a minimum number of UDAN seats i.e. seats at subsidized rates and 

also cap the fare for short distance flights. 
iii. This would be achieved through two means: 

1. A financial stimulus in the form of concessions from Central and State governments and 

airport operators like tax concessions, exemptions from parking and landing charges etc. 
2. A Viability Gap Funding to the interested airlines to kick-off operations from such airports so 

that the passenger fares are kept affordable. Such support would be withdrawn after a three year 

period, as by that time, the route is expected to become self-sustainable. 
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iv. A Regional Connectivity Fund would be created to meet the VGF requirements under the scheme. 

The RCF levy per departure will be applied to certain domestic flights along with 20% contribution from 

states. 
v. For balanced regional growth, the allocations under the scheme would be equitably spread across the five 

geographical regions of the country viz. North, West, South, East and North-east. 
vi. The scheme UDAN envisages providing connectivity to un-served and under-served airports of the 

country through revival of existing air-strips and airports. 
vii. The scheme would be in operation for a period of 10 years. 
 What is new in Phase 2? 

i. This was the first-time bids were received from helicopter operators under the scheme. 
ii. The Centre has decided not to increase the ₹ 5,000 regional air connectivity levy charged from airlines 

flying on major routes to fund the UDAN scheme. It would now be partly funded by the dividend that AAI 

(Airports Authority of India) paid to the Government of India. 

10. GOVERNMENT PROVIDES FUNDS FOR JAL MARG VIKAS PROJECT 
 News: - Government has provided funds for development of fairway on National Waterway 1. 

 About Jal Marg Vikas Project (JMVP): - 
i. It is a World Bank funded (partially) project on the river Ganga, being developed between Allahabad 

and Haldia (on NW 1) by Inland Waterways Authority. 
ii. Its objective is to achieve an appropriate depth and width to enable commercial navigation of vessels with 

capacity of 1500-2000 DWT (Deadweight tonnage). 
iii. It will establish a multimodal terminal at Varanasi, Sahibganj and Haldia for rail and road 

connectivity. 
iv. The project adopted the first time in India a River Information System, an IT based system to 

optimised the resource management of waterborne transport chain by enabling information exchange 

between vessels, lock and bridges, terminals and ports, status of fairways, calamity abatement etc. 

 
 List of National Waterways: - 

NAME RIVER STATE LENGTH 
(Km) 

1. NW 1 Allahabad-Haldia stretch of 
the Ganga-Bhagirathi-
Hooghly Rivers 

1. UP 
2. Bihar 
3. Jharkhand 
4. West Bengal 

1620 

2. NW 2 Sadiya-Dhubri stretch 
of Brahmaputra River 

Assam 891 

3. NW 3 Kollam-Kozhikode stretch 
of West-Coast 
Canal and Champakara canal 
and Udyogmandal canal 

Kerala 365 

4. NW 4 a) Kakinada-
Puducherry stretch of 
canals and the Kaluvelly 
Tank. 

b) Nashik-Bhadrachalam-
Rajahmundry stretch 
of Godavari River. 

c) The bridge near 
village Galagali-
Wazirabad-
Vijayawada stretch 
of Krishna River. 

1. Tamil Nadu 
2. Andhra 

Pradesh 
3. Telangana 

 
 
 
 

1095 

11. INDIAN RAILWAYS FINANCE CORPORATION‟S GREEN BOND ON INDIA INX 

 News: - India INX has listed Indian Railways Finance Corporation's (IRFC) first green bond on its global 

securities market (GSM). 
 About IRFC: - 

i. It is a dedicated financing arm of the Indian Railways for mobilizing funds from domestic as well as 

overseas Capital Markets. 
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ii. It is a Schedule ‗A‘ Public Sector Enterprise and registered as Systemically Important Non–Deposit 

taking Non-Banking Financial Company and Infrastructure Finance Company with Reserve Bank 

of India (RBI). 
 About India‟s International Stock Exchange (India INX): - 

i. It is a subsidiary of Bombay Stock Exchange which is India‘s first international exchange at the 

International Financial Service Centre (IFSC) of GIFT (Gujarat International Financial Tech) City. 
ii. India INXs Global Securities Market (GSM) is India‟s first debt listing platform which allows fund raising 

in any currency. 

12. SMART FREIGHT OPTIMISATION AND REAL TIME INFORMATION (SFOORTI) APP 
 News: - The application has been launched by Ministry of Railway to better manage freight operations. 

 About the app: -  

i. It helps freight managers plan traffic flows and optimize freight operations through Freight 

Operation Information System Map View, a Geographic Information System (GIS) based monitoring 

and management tool. 
ii. It can track both passenger and freight trains (loading and utilization) over Zones/Divisions/ Sections 

in single GIS View. 

13. NILAMBUR TEAK GETS GI TAG 
 News: - Teak grown in Nilambur region of Kerala was accorded Geographical Indication (GI) tag by the 

Geographical Indication (GI) Registry. 

 About Nilambur Teak: - 

i. It is also known as Malabar teak and the Mecca of Teak. 
ii. It is the first forest produce to get GI tag. 
iii. It is known for its durability, earthy colour and larger size. 
iv. It exhibits high resistance to fungal decay and shows antioxidant properties making it ideal for usage 

in construction purposes like Buckingham Palace, the Kabba building in Mecca, the Titanic etc. 
v. It is also known for hydrophobicity and its oily nature. 
vi. Teak also has the highest capacity for carbon sequestration among trees in India. 
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G. SECURITY 

1. RAISINA DIALOGUE 
 News: - Israel's Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, inaugurated the third 

edition of the Raisina Dialogue in New Delhi.   

 Theme for 2018: Managing Disruptive Transitions: Ideas, Institutions and Idioms. 

 About Raisina Dialogue: - 

i. It is a multilateral conference committed to addressing the most challenging 

issues facing the global community, held annually in New Delhi since 2016. 

ii. It has emerged as India‟s flagship conference on geopolitics and geo-

economics. 

iii. Being a multilateral conference, it brings together global leaders in policy, 

business, media, civil society, defense and foreign policy. 

iv. The conference is hosted by the Observer Research Foundation, an independent think tank, in 

collaboration with the Ministry of External Affairs of India. 

2. BUDAPEST CONVENTION ON CYBERCRIME 
 News: - Ministry of home affairs has suggested to sign the Budapest Convention on cybercrime owing to the 

surge in cyber-crime. 

 About Budapest convention on cybercrime: - 

i. This convention of the council of Europe is the only binding international instrument on this issue. 

ii. It is the first international treaty on crimes committed via the Internet and other computer networks 

and deals with issues such as infringements of copyright, computer-related fraud, child pornography and 

violations of network security. 

iii. It aims to pursue a common criminal policy, especially by adopting appropriate legislation and 

fostering international police as well as judicial cooperation. 

iv. It provides for procedural law tools to make investigation of cybercrime and securing of e-evidence in 

relation to any crime more effective. 

3. CYBER SURAKSHIT BHARAT INITIATIVE 
 About Cyber Surakshit Bharat Initiative: - 

i. It has been launched by Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY), in association 

with National e-Governance Division (NeGD) and industry partners, to strengthen Cybersecurity 

ecosystem in India. 

ii. It is first public-private partnership of its kind and will leverage the expertise of the IT industry in 

cybersecurity. 

iii. The founding partners include leading IT companies such as Microsoft, Intel, WIPRO. Its knowledge 

partners include Cert-In, NIC, NASSCOM and consultancy firms Deloitte and EY. 

iv. It will be operated on three principles of Awareness, Education and Enablement. 

v. It aims to spread awareness about cybercrime and build capacity of Chief Information Security Officers 

(CISOs) and frontline IT staff across all government departments. 

vi. It will include series of workshops on the best practices and enablement of the officials with cybersecurity 

health tool kits to manage and mitigate cyber threats. 

4. AUTHENTICATION SERVICE AGENCY (ASA) FOR AADHAR DATA 
 News: - Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI), 

announced introduction of a two-tier security system in the 

wake of alleged data breaches of Aadhaar. 

 What are AUAs?   

i. It is an entity that provides Aadhaar Enabled Services to 

Aadhaar number holders, uses the authentication as 

facilitated by the Authentication Service Agency (ASA). 

ii. An AUA may be a government, public, or private legal 

agency registered in India that uses UIDAI‟s Aadhaar 

authentication services and sends authentication requests to enable its services or business 

functions. 

iii. ASAs are entities that have secure leased line connectivity with the CIDR and transmit authentication 

requests to CIDR on behalf of one or more AUAs. 

 Two categories of Authentication User Agencies (AUAs): - 
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i. Global AUAs – Agencies whose services, by law, require them to store the Aadhaar number will be 

qualified as Global AUAs and will enjoy access to full demographic details of an individual along with 

the ability to store Aadhaar numbers within their system. 

ii. Local AUAs – They will neither get access to full KYC, nor can they store the Aadhaar number on 

their systems. Instead, they will get a tokenised number issued by UIDAI to identify their customers. UID 

token will be a unique 72-character alphanumeric string for each Aadhaar number for each 

particular AUA entity. 

5. AGNI V 
 News: - Strategic forces command of Indian Army successfully test fired its indigenously built, nuclear-

capable missile, Agni-V. 

 About AGNI-V: - 

i. It is an intercontinental surface-to-surface ballistic missile developed by DRDO under the Integrated 

Guided Missile Development Project  

ii. At present, US, China, Russia, UK, France, Israel and North Korea are known to have ICBMs. 

iii. It has been equipped with very high accuracy Ring Laser Gyro based Inertial Navigation System 

(RINS) and Micro Navigation System (MINS). 

iv. India has reportedly also been working on multiple independently targetable re-entry vehicles (MIRV) 

for the Agni-V in order to ensure a credible second-strike capability or credible minimum deterrence. 

MIRV means one missile can carry several warheads, each for different targets. 

 About Strategic Forces Command: - 

i. It forms part of India's Nuclear Command Authority (NCA). 

ii. It is responsible for the management and administration of the country's tactical and strategic nuclear 

weapons stockpile. 

6. INS KARANJ 
 News: - Indian navy has launched third Scorpene-class submarines named INS Karanj. 

 About INS Karanj: - 

i. INS Karanj is the third of the six Scorpene-class submarines (conventional diesel electric attack 

submarines) being built by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd (MDL) under the Project 75 programme of 

Indian navy. 

 Names of Scorpene-class submarines: - 

i. INS Kalvari 

ii. INS Khandari 

iii. INS Vela (to be delivered) 

iv. INS Vagir (to be delivered) 

v. INS Vagsheer (to be delivered) 

7. WOMEN SET TO BE INDUCTED IN TERRITORIAL ARMY 
 News: - Delhi High Court has made it possible for women to be inducted into the Territorial Army. 

 What is Territorial Army? 

i. The Territorial Army has been established under the Territorial Army Act, 1948. 

ii. The Territorial Army (TA) is a voluntary force of civilians donning the uniform for a few months every 

year without joining the regular army. 

iii. Those interested can join Territorial Army from the age of 18 upto 42 years. 

iv. One of the eligibility criteria is that an individual must be well-settled and employed. 

v. The maximum rank reached is that of a Brigadier. 

vi. The Territorial Army also has departmental units such as Railway, IOC, ONGS etc. 

vii. The Territorial Army was raised by the British in 1920 with two wings, one for Europeans and Anglo-

Indians, the other for Indian volunteers. 

viii. Of late, the Territorial Army became a way of lateral entry with officers being taken for full-time 

employment. 

ix. It is a part of the regular army and assists it in civil administration, maintenance of essential services and 

so on. 

8. PROJECT STREE SWABHIMAN 
 News: - Ministry of Electronics and Information technology (MeITY) has launched a project Stree 

Swabhiman to provide affordable sanitary products in rural areas. 

 About the project: - 

i. It aims to create a sustainable model for providing adolescent girls and women an access to 

affordable sanitary products in rural areas. 
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ii. Under this project, sanitary napkin micro manufacturing units (semi-automatic and manual process 

production unit) are being set up at Common Service Centres (CSCs) across India, particularly those 

operated by women entrepreneurs. 

iii. The product will be sold under local brand name and marketed by village level entrepreneurs. 

iv. Each facility will employ 8-10 women and educate women of their society to overcome this social taboo. 

v. It also has a menstrual hygiene related awareness generation component and is also expected reduce 

dropped out rates in girls on reaching puberty. 

 Why Common Service Centres (CSCs)? 

i. These are ICT enabled kiosks with broadband connectivity for delivery of essential public utility services, 

social welfare schemes, healthcare, financial, education and agricultural services, to citizens in rural and 

remote areas of the country. 

ii. This provides implementation of the scheme at the grassroot level. 

9. „NARI‟ PORTAL AND „E – SAMVAD‟ PORTAL 
 News: - The Union Ministry of Women and Child Development (WCD) has launched online portal NARI 

(nari.nic.in) for the empowerment of women. 

 About Nari Protal: - 

i. The NARI portal will provide information to women on issues affecting their lives. 

ii. The portal summarise over 350 government schemes and other important information. 

iii. The schemes are divided into 7 different categories — health, education, housing and shelter, 

employment, addressing violence, decision making and social support. 

iv. It will also provide tips on good nutrition, suggestions for health check-ups, information on major diseases, 

tips for investment and savings advice, job search and interview, information on crimes and against 

women and reporting procedures, contacts of legal aid cells, simplified adoption procedures and much 

more. 

v. It will endow women with power of information to build their life skills and facilitates them in taking full 

advantage of services provided by Government for them. 

 About e-Samvad Protal: - 

i. The MWCD also launched the portal to provide platform for NGOs and Civil Societies to interact with the 

ministry. 

ii. Through it, NGOs and civil society can provide their feedback, suggestions, put up grievances, share best 

practices etc. 

iii. This will help in formulation of effective policies and measures for welfare of women and children. 

10. MANKIDIA TRIBE DENIED HABITAT RIGHTS 

 News: - Mankidia, one of the 13 Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG) in Odisha, have been denied 

habitat rights inside the Similipal Tiger Reserve (STR) under the historic Scheduled Tribes and Other 

Traditional Forest Dwellers(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006, as the State Forest Department has 

objected on grounds that tribals could be attacked by wild animals, especially tigers. 
 About Mankidia tribe: - Mankidia is a marginalised group that critically depends on making rope with siali 

fibre that‘s richly available in Similipal. They are Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG) in Odisha. 
 About Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs): - 

i. In 1973, the Dhebar Commission created Primitive Tribal Groups (PTGs) as a separate category, who 

are less developed among the tribal groups. They were later renamed as PVTG. 

ii. States/UTs submit proposals to the Central Ministry of Tribal Welfare for identification of PVTGs. 

iii. Some basic characteristics of PVTGs are: - 

1. Mostly homogenous. 

2. A small population. 

3. Relatively physically isolated. 

4. Primitive Social institutions. 

5. Absence of written language. 

6. Relatively simple technology and a slower rate of change. 

7. Their livelihood depends on food gathering, Non Timber Forest Produce, hunting, livestock rearing, 

shifting cultivation and artisan works. 
 What is the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) 

Act, 2006? 

i. It came into force in 2006. 

ii. The Nodal Ministry for the Act is Ministry of Tribal Affairs. 
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iii. It has been enacted to recognize and vest the forest rights and occupation of forest land in forest dwelling 

Scheduled Tribes and other traditional forest dwellers, who have been residing in such forests for 

generations, but whose rights could not be recorded. 

iv. It not only recognizes the rights to hold and live in the forest land under the individual or common 

occupation for habitation or for self-cultivation for livelihood, but also grants several other rights 

to ensure their control over forest resources. 

v. The Act also provides for diversion of forest land for public utility facilities managed by the Government, 

such as schools, dispensaries, fair price shops, electricity and telecommunication lines, water tanks, etc. 

with the recommendation of Gram Sabha. 
vi. Tribal rights can be summarised as: - 

1. Title rights - i.e. ownership - to land that is being farmed by tribals or forest dwellers as on 13 

December 2005, subject to a maximum of 4 hectares/ family; ownership is only for land that is 

actually being cultivated by the concerned family as on that date, meaning that no new lands 

are granted. 

2. Use rights - to minor forest produce (also including ownership), to grazing areas, to pastoralist 
routes, etc.  

3. Relief and development rights - to rehabilitation in case of illegal eviction or forced 
displacement; and to basic amenities, subject to restrictions for forest protection. 

4. Forest management rights - to protect forests and wildlife. 

vii. Eligibility: - Claimant must be a member of the Scheduled Tribes scheduled in that area or must have 
been residing in the forest for 75 years. 

11. SIMILIPAL NATIONAL PARK 
About Simlipal national park: - 
 It is located in Mayurbhanj district in Odisha. 
 It is part of the Similipal-Kuldiha-Hadgarh Elephant Reserve popularly known as Mayurbhanj Elephant 

Reserve, which includes three protected areas — Similipal Tiger Reserve, Hadgarh Wildlife Sanctuary and 
Kuldiha Wildlife Sanctuary. 

 Simlipal National Park derives its name from the abundance of semul (red silk cotton trees) that bloom here. 
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H. ENVIRONMENT 

1. INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON DISASTER RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURE 
 News: - It was a two-day conference International Workshop under the National Disaster Management 

Authority (NDMA) in collaboration with United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR). 

 What is DRI?  

i. Infrastructure that can stand any huge damage from any kind of natural disaster is known as Disaster 

Resilient Infrastructure. It encompasses structural and non-structural measures. 

ii. Structural Measures involve adjusting engineering designs and standards to reflect disaster risk such as 

flood control systems, protective embankments, seawall rehabilitation, and retrofitting of buildings. 

iii. Non-structural measures refer to risk-sensitive planning, enabling institutional frameworks, hazard 

mapping, ecosystem-based management, and disaster risk financing. 

 Why we need DRI? 

i. The frequency and severity of disaster events, especially the large hydro-meteorological disasters, has 

been increasing which makes DRI inevitably the need of the hour because: - 

1. Reduces Economic Loss- It could bring down the economic cost of rebuilding the whole set up that 

the nations face due to natural disasters. 

2. Reduce loss to human life- It will also help achieve targets pertaining to reduction in mortality and 

number of affected people due to disasters. 

3. Post Disaster Response- The public infrastructure sectors - energy, transportation, tele-

communication are crucial to step up the overall disaster response, thus making their resilience 

critical for effective post-disaster response. 

2. INDIAN TSUNAMI EARLY WARNING SYSTEM 
 Definition of Tsunami: - Tsunami is a system of ocean gravity waves formed as a result of large scale 

disturbance of sea bed, mostly due to earth quake, submarine landslide or volcanic eruptions. 

 About Indian Tsunami Early Warning System (ITEWS): - 

i. Indian Ocean is likely to be affected by tsunamis generated mainly from the earthquakes from two 

potential source regions, the Andaman-Nicobar-Sumatra Island Arc and the Makran Subduction 

Zone. 

ii. In response to the event such as December 2004 earthquake and tsunami, state-of-art Indian Tsunami 

Early Warning System at Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Centre (INCOIS), Hyderabad 

was established. 

 Components of ITEWS: - 

i. It comprises of a real time network of seismic stations, tsunami buoys, Bottom Pressure Recorder, 

Tide gauge and 24X7 operational warning centre to detect tsunami-genic earthquake and monitor 

tsunami. 

ii. INCOIS has also put in place a fail-safe satellite-based communication system; Emergency Operation 

Centres (EOCs), a computer-based earthquake alert and web access system etc. which is capable of 

sending messages and triggering built in siren alert system audible for up to 1 km. 

iii. It is capable of sending tsunami warning in less than 10 minutes after any major earthquake of 5 

magnitude and above in Indian Ocean as well as in the Global Oceans. 

iv. ITEWS acts as a Regional Tsunami Advisory Service Provider along with Australia and Indonesia for 

the Indian Ocean region. 

3. ZERO BUDGET NATURAL FARMING 
 News: - Andhra Pradesh government is supporting Zero Budget Natural Farming through Self-Help 

Groups to improve livelihood of farmers and make them climate resilient. 

 What is Zero Budget Natural Farming? 

i. It is a natural farming technique in which farming is done without use of chemicals and without using 

any credits or spending any money on purchased inputs. 

ii. ZBNF reduces the cost of production down to zero due to utilisation of all the natural resources 

available in and around the crops. 

iii. Farmers use earthworms, cow dung, urine, plants, human excreta and other biological fertilizers for 

crop protection. 

iv. It has been developed by Subhash Palekar. 

4. MANGLAJODI ECO – TOURISM TRUST 
 News: - Mangalajodi Ecotourism Trust (MET) has recently won the United Nations World Tourism 

Organisation (UNWTO) Awards for "Innovation in Tourism Enterprise". 



24 
 

KPS Institute for Civil Services, SCO 152, Sector 37C, Chandigarh   Contact: 9815597116  
 

 About Ecotourism: - It is defined as "responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment, 

sustains the well-being of the local people, and involves interpretation and education". 

 Details on Mangalajodi Eco-Tourism Trust: - 

i. Mangalajodi is a village located on the northern banks of Chilika Lake in Odisha. It hosts more than 

3,00,000 birds in its marshy waters, especially in winters. 

ii. Due to coordinated efforts by the community the number of migratory birds in the region has been restored 

since 2000. 

iii. MET is a community owned and managed wildlife conservation venture promoted by RBS Foundation 

India and Indian Grameen Services. 

 About UNWTO: - 

i. Established in 1975, it is the United Nations agency responsible for the promotion of responsible, 

sustainable and universally accessible tourism. 

ii. It includes 156 countries, 6 territories and over 500 affiliate members representing the private sector, 

educational institutions, tourism associations and local tourism authorities. 

iii. Its headquarters are located in Madrid. 

iv. India is a member of UNWTO since 1975. 

v. UNWTO Awards for Innovation in Tourism are given to innovative tourism initiatives which are both 

competitive and sustainable in their character. 

5. SIKKIM ALLOWS FORGING RELATIONSHIP WITH TREES 
 News: - Amid conservation concerns, Sikkim has allowed forging ties with trees. 

 Details: - 

i. Under the notification named Sikkim Forest Tree (Amity & Reverence) Rules 2017, the state 

government has allowed persons to associate with trees standing on his/her private land or any 

public land. 

ii. For tree located on public land, the permission must be taken from the Forest Department. 

iii. One can enter into fraternal ties, i.e. Mitini/Mith relationship, with the tree in which case the tree will be 

called as Mith/Mit tree. 

iv. One can also adopt a tree as his/her own child in which case the tree will be called as an Adopted tree 

and commitment to preserve a tree in remembrance of a departed relative will be known as Smriti 

tree. 

v. Tree registered as Mith/Mit, Adopted or Smriti cannot be felled or damaged except with the approval of 

the government. 
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I. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

1. SUPER – COMPUTER: PRATYUSH AND MIHIR 
 News: - the Minister for Earth Sciences (MoES) unveiled India‘s fastest supercomputer named Pratyush and 

high-performance computer system ‗Mihir‘.  

 About Pratyush: - 

i. MoES has acquired a high-performance computing (HPC) system which is an array of computers jointly 

hosted by IITM, Pune and National Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasting, Noida. 

ii. The HPC at Pune is named Pratyush with a capacity of 4 petaflops (a measure of a computer's 

processing speed expressed as a quadrillion floating point operations per second). 

iii. It is India‟s first multi-petaflop supercomputer and is the fourth fastest super-computer in the 

world which is dedicated to weather and climate research after Japan, U.S.A and United Kingdom. 

iv. The HPC facility is expected to improve following services: - 

1. Weather forecasts at block level over India which can predict extreme weather events. 

2. High resolution forecast of active or break spells of Monsoon. 

3. High resolution coupled model for prediction of cyclones with more accuracy and lead time. 

4. Ocean state forecasting including marine water quality forecast. 

5. Tsunami forecast with greater lead time. 

6. Air Quality forecast and Climate projections. 

About Mihir: - 

1. It means sun. 

2. It has been established at National Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasting (NCMRWF), 

Noida. 

3. The HCP will provide facility for improving weather/climate forecasts. 

4. It is country‟s largest HPC facility in terms of peak capacity and performance. 

5. It has a speed of 2.8 Peta-flops. Making a total of 6.8 Peta-flops, along with Pratyush. 

2. MOON PHENOMENON 
 News: - a rare Blue Moon event was experienced on large parts of the globe on Jan 31, 2018. 

 When does a Lunar Eclipse occur? A lunar eclipse happens whenever the moon passes through Earth‘s 

shadow, also known as its umbra. 

 Moon Phenomenon: - 

i. Blue Moon: When two full moons appear in the same calendar month, the second is termed a ―blue 

moon". First full moon occurred on Jan 1, 2018. 

ii. Super Moon: occurs when the full moon is at the closest point of its orbit to the Earth, which is also called 

the perigee. The moon appears 30% brighter and 14% bigger than the apogee full moon. 

iii. Blood Moon: The moon turns into red colour during the height of the eclipse as some light does reach it 

even though the moon is in the shadow of the Earth. Fine particles in the atmosphere scatter (Rayleigh 

scattering) the blue component of solar spectrum, & what reaches us is the longer wavelength red light. 
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J. INDICES AND REPORTS 

1. WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM‟S INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT INDEX 
 Relevance: - India was ranked 62nd among 74 emerging economies on World Economic Forum's Inclusive 

Development Index. 

 About the Inclusive Development Index (IDI) 2018: - 

i. The 2018 index measures progress of 103 economies on eleven dimensions of economic progress in 

addition to GDP. 

ii. The 2018 index also takes into account the ―living standards, environmental sustainability and 

protection of future generations from further indebtedness‖. 

iii. The index presents an alternative to GDP as GDP measures current production of goods and services 

rather than the extent to which it contributes to broad socio-economic progress as manifested in median 

household income, employment opportunity, economic security and quality of life. 

 Performance of India: - 

i. India has an improving trend with rank 62nd out of 74 emerging economies. Of the three pillars, India 

ranks decent on inclusion, growth & development and inter-generational equity. 

ii. Though the incidence of poverty has declined in India over the past five years, 6 out of 10 Indians still live 

on less than $3.20 per day. Thus, there is substantial scope for improvement for India in this aspect. 

2. INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANISATION‟S WORLD EMPLOYMENT AND SOCIAL OUTLOOK 

2018 
 About International Labour Organisation: - 

i. Established in 1919, it became first affiliated specialized agency of the United Nations in 1946. 

ii. It has total 187-member nation including India is the member to it. 

iii. It is the only organisation of UN having tripartite governing structure, representing Workers, 

Employers and Government. 

iv. It sets labor standards, develops policies and devises programmes promoting decent work for all women 

and men. 

 Trends with respect to India: - 

i. Unemployment in India is estimated to be raised to 18.3 million in 2017 from an earlier estimate of 17.8 

million. 

ii. In India, the share of informal employment has risen within almost all manufacturing industries, 

partly as a result of labour market rigidities preventing modern manufacturing from creating employment 

opportunities. 

iii. In some ICT-intensive services with strong job creation over the past couple of decades, have been 

mainly in traditional low value-added services, where informality and vulnerable forms of employment are 

often dominant. 

3. INSEAD‟S GLOBAL TALENT COMPETITIVENESS INDEX 
 Relevance: - Global Talent Competitiveness Index (GTCI) was released by INSEAD combined with Adecco 

group and Tata communications. 

 About Global Talent Competitiveness Index: - 

i. It is an annual benchmarking report that measures and ranks 119 countries and 90 cities based on their 

ability to grow, attract and retain talent. It was launched in 2013 and the present report is fifth edition. 

ii. GTCI 2018 is themed “Diversity for Competitiveness”. 

iii. It has been developed on an Input-Output model which combines an assessment of what countries do 

to produce and acquire talents (Inputs) and the kind of skills that are available to them as a 

result(Output). 

4. LOGISTICS INDEX (LEADS) BY MINISTRY OF COMMERCE 
 News: - Gujarat has topped in the newly released logistics index (LEADS) by Ministry of commerce and 

industry, followed by Punjab & Andhra Pradesh. 

 About Logistics Ease Across Different States (LEADS): - 

i. It is loosely based on the World Bank‟s biannual Logistics Performance Index (LPI), on which India 

was ranked 35 among 160 countries in 2016, up from 54 in 2014. 

ii. It is a composite index based on eight parameters such as infrastructure, services, timeliness, track and 

trace, competitiveness of pricing, safety of cargo, operating environment and regulatory process. 

iii. It aims to serve as an indicator of efficiency of logistical services necessary for promoting 

investment, exports and economic growth in general. 
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5. ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE INDEX BY YALE AND COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 
 News: - The biennial index produced jointly by Yale University and Columbia University in collaboration 

with the World Economic Forum. 

 The 2018 Report on India: - 

i. India has been ranked 177 out of 180 on Environmental Performance Index. 

ii. The low rank of emerging economies including China (120) and India (177) indicates strain population 

pressures and rapid economic growth impose on the environment. 

iii. Moreover, India ranks 178 out of 180 countries as far as air quality is concerned. Its overall low ranking 

was linked to poor performance in the environment health policy and deaths due to air pollution 

categories. 
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K. DEFINITION 

1. OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE (ODA) 
It means financial or technical help given by one country‘s government to another country to assist social and 

economic development or to respond to a disaster in the receiving country. 

2. DE-HYPHENATION OF RELATION 
De-hyphenation means delink two entities and consider them as individuals. 

3. PROPRIETARY FOOD 
According to FSSAI, proprietary food is defined as an article of food that has not been standardized under any 
regulations, but does not include any novel food, foods for special dietary use, foods for special medical purposes, 
functional foods, nutraceuticals, health supplements and such other articles of food which the central government may 
notify in this behalf. 

4. FLOOR SPACE INDEX 
It is the ratio of a building‘s total floor area to the size of the piece of the land on which it is built. 

5. URBAN HEAT ISLANDS 
An urban heat island (UHI) is an urban area or metropolitan areathat is significantly warmer than its surrounding rural 
areas due to human activities. The temperature difference usually is larger at night than during the day, and is most 
apparent when winds are weak. 

6. CARBON SINK 
A carbon sink is a natural or artificial reservoir that accumulates and stores some carbon-containing chemical 

compound for an indefinite period. 

7. TOTAL FERTILITY RATE  
It is defined as average number of children that would be born to a woman if she experiences the current fertility 

pattern throughout her reproductive span (15-49 years). 

8. DE – NOTIFIED TRIBES 
The people, who were notified as Criminal Tribes during British rule and were de-notified after independence in 

1952, have been known as de-notified tribes, based on the report of Ananthasayanam Ayyangar in 1949- 50. There 

are also many nomadic tribes who were part of these DNT communities. ―These communities were the most 

oppressed‖ although they did not undergo the social untouchability as in the case of caste. 

 


